^ Gneninas attack Uraeli aUies 

Lebaooti #R\ f' ...m 

iA South Lebanon with mo nan «« ***®«ked Itraet’s miittia 

Agreed to atlend an Hit a day aftcT^rafai 

starring on TVcsday in WaSi^l. -S? ^ -^'h 

mortar bombs and anri*tank gkernOas fired 

oa the edge of hraei's sclf<sMed •• m»ut»a at Sojoud and GhuJan 

hurt. bmeU and SLa '**' *“«**• ^ m»*S 

^Ds into hiUs on ihc^lim ai ^0 anuieiy 

TTiere was no repon 3f cMualri^L in^ 

•tr^edwlely claimed responsibiUiIlfor the M 

when gueniUas attack^ the sla in i?****'^' Thuiviay 

halted aaacks on Israeli or SLAfora3Q?Fl2»^ Arah.f«acti talks 
roreign ministers met in Beirut to dIoi sirafr^?i'!!^ Saturday, u Ar»b 
The KTOUDs had .1^1: _®.r? ?*^®!5gy «»*« peace negottatiom 

(UcLeu into Israel i( 


vowed 

ay. > a« hun by I«eli firTTo 

"'“ihSU- 1 
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Daottdi«h rttsigms to contest elections 

AMMAN (Petra) — The direaor of press and public relaiions at the 
toyal Court, Mohamnud Daoudieh, Sunday tendered his resignation to 
rTis Majesty King Hussein in order to run for pariiajneniarv elrcrions, in 
bis home town of Tafilch. In his letter of resignation, Mr. Daonidieh 
expressed his gratefulness for the “compassion and car«“ that His MajesQ- 
bad shown him, and said his tune at the Royal coun was long enough to 
discover only some of many vinues that the King has. **lt was a great 
booour to have worked for Your Majesty for 13 months... af*,er wtuch ! 
.now realise the scckc of your peo;^'s love for you," Mr. Daoudieh 
wrote. 


Votmoe 17 Number 5396 


AaMMAN MONDAY, AUGUST 30, 1993, RABIE* ALAWAL 12, 1414 


Price: 150 Fils 


IfPLO and Israel on verge of historic deal 


■ sic/es report accord on Gaza-Jericho with differing outlooks 

Agreement is ready, but to be preceded by mutual recognition 

^;JTunis crisis talks turned into lobby forum despite stiff opposition 


t 
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age*ny dispatches 


^ 1 . IN A KEY STEP towards resolv 
V L, , decades of conflict, senioi 
'^S'dr Israeli 


cabinet 


senior 
members and 


jjj r- »wii wai/iiici Diemoers and 
-m officials said Sunday 

Israel is on the verge of 
{k recognising the Palestine Ubera- 
fk . tion Organisation (PLO) and 
reni ^ ^S*?***® agreement in prindple 
. iefl -*to implement Palestinian auton* 
in the occupied territories, 
oaoR' starting with the Gaza Strip and 
ret-in the West Bank town of Jericho. 

PLO official said in Tunis the 
‘Jpr‘»-organisation had given the 
!n u ** r.^Sjfstinian peace team the go* 
•n ittKft j^d to negoiime with Israel in 
jusnsirftfe of widespread opposition 
• It 5 a t.i within the organisation's ranks. 

The team’s spokeswoman, 
Hanan Ashrawi, said the PLO 

had given the "green for 

them to negotiate the "Caza- 
Jericho first" option at the Mid- 
‘ilQ peace talks with IstmI, 

30Ui() reconvene in Washington 

Tuesday. 

Officials said PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat had scraped the 
assent of the PLO's dedsion* 
;^arta >. <naking Executive Committee 
'£ ter a stormy three-day meeting 
i here, as hardline members ac* 
ro» ' isr veteran leader of selling 

nficaeT 

frt ■ -r' Ashrawi told reporters the 
4 “G^a-Jeticho first" option 
would be a first step towards 
Palestinian self-rule. 

■ hUn^’ * green l*^t to sign an 

; ' ; accord but to negotiate it within 

‘ the framework of a declaration of 
nfflUorL principles on an overall accord,” 
■"S""? Jhe stressed. 

■nrpiffl ,1 Ashrawi and Haidar Abdul 
ind quM sbafi. head of die Palestinian 
deleji^oii in bilateral talks writh 
bwedes . Israel, left Tunis for Washington 
■inr ihcDr Sunday. Palestinian sources said 
ven!<: b 
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vwisfDd: Delegation leaves 
for Washington 

Amman (Petra) - Tte Jorda- 
i rttDC? delegation to the Arab 
Israeli peace talks Sunday left for 
Wsuhington to take part in the 
IZth round of bilateral talks 
which begin Tuesday. The de- 
legation to the talks will be 
^ ..^ h^ed by Jordan's Ambassador 
"T. in Washington Fayez Tarawneh 
:;<;op-‘ aijd ^‘K fjidiKie Afarwan Doudin. 
^ Munther Haddadin. Mohammad 
Hani, Ibrahim Badran, 
.J A»::3uUah Touqan, Hani Al Mul- 
•• ^'ctvi q*' wAwn Khasawneh, Major 
V - Tahseen Sfaurdum, 

kok- - Abed Al Hah Al Kurdi, Musa 
Breizai and spokesman Marwan 
Al Muasher. 
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Iraq holds war games 
near Iranian border 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — The army 
has held live-fire exercises in east- 
ern Iraq near the Iranian border, 
hs largest mnee the Gulf war, the 
official daily Al Qadissiya re- 
ported Sunday. The paper said 
iiiTi- - the five-day laiKl exercises dub- 
bed Golden Falcon-2 ended 
Saturday. "The enned forces re- 
main with their swords bran- 
dished for the defend of Iraq,” 
Defence Minister Ali Hassan Al 
Majid yvas quoted as saying in a 
^ m'Me to President Saddam Hus- 
,«:• Ufi. Baghdad has held several 
military exercises to reorganise 
the anned forces since the end of 
the Gulf war in February 1991. 
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Iran says U.S. 
promoting enmity 


NICOSIA (R) — The head of the 
Iranian na^ accused the United 
States on Sunday of creating en- 
orio^ between Inm and Golf Arab 
states to justify the deploymeiii of 
U.S. troops in the oil-region. 
“America tries to reaiA its ill" 
fated ends through striving to 
^ t li^: create enmity between the Isla- 
n mic Republic of Iran, the only 

WBqtry opposed to the U.S.pre- 

5?*® “ tl*® region, and the Gulf. 
*’• -hii^*^ Cooperation Council member 
V. ^ Rear Admiral Afi Sfa^ 
told the official Iranian 
.?^agency IRNA. He was re- 
, ji ift ttrTU]a_ to the redeployment of 
V’^r^OTces in ^ region follow- 
^ ^ dosure of U.S. nuliiary 
^ I °sses' ui the Philippines. 


Faisal Husseini, the overall team 
leader, would join them Uter 

Israeli Minister aiitn said the 
Jewish state was on (he verge of 
the agreement with the PLO 
which could break a deadlock in 
peace talks and lead two of the 
Middle East's binerest foes to 
recognise each other. 

Some Palestinian officials 
echoed the Israeli assessment but 
others said the PLO might pull 
out of the stalled talks unless 
Israel agreed to a troop with- 
drawal from the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
called a special cabinet meeting 
for Monday to vote on part of the 
agreement, which was reached 
after secret contacts between 
Israelis and PLO officials living 
outside the occupied territories. 

Uraelr Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres flew to California Fri- 
day to discuss the plan with 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher. Mr. Peres Sunday briefed 
the cabinet on his talks with Mr. 
Christopher. 

The plan calls for Palesdnian 
self-rule in Gaza and Jericho dur- 
ing five years of interim self-rule 
arrangements in the rest of the 
West Bank. 

"We want to turn over a new 
leaf in relations.” PLO official 
Yasser Abed-Rifobo told Israel 
army radio.” We believe (hat the 
coming days will witness a posi- 
tive and an historic development 
which has been awaited, ex]^ctcd 
by both people for a long time," 
be said. 

Several ministers said after 
Sunday's weekly cabinet meeting 
diax the propos^ for limited sel^ 
rule in Gaza and Jericho first 
would be approved Monday. 

Envircnmeni Minister Yossi 


Sarid, who took part in the secret 
contacts with the PLO, rold re- 
porters: "We are talking about an 
agreement that is ready to be 
signed.” 

Sari Nusseibeh, an adviser to 
Che Pakstinuin peace talks lean, 
told Reuters: "We have tenta- 
tivdy reached an agreement on 
general principles. The details 
still need to be worked out." 

He said it was not clear 
wbeiber Israel would pull all its 
troops out of Gaza and place 
Jewish sealements (here under 
Palestinian authority. 

Israeli Health Muiisier Haim 
Ramon said soldiers would be 
pulled out but ad^: "No Jewish 
settlement in the territories will 
be moved... Jews in the territor- 
ies will be under Israeli rule." 

Parouk Kaddoumi, head of the 
PLO's Political Oepartmem, said 
the withdrawal issue could under- 
mine the peace talks. 

"We are serioosly studj^g sus- 
pending the talks because Luael 
does not intend to withdraw from 
one inch of the oocufried tenitor- 
ies," Mr. Kaddoumi said in Am- 
man. 

Mr. Rabin was ctreumspea in a 
Sunday newspaper interview: 
"There was progress in the talks 
with the Palestinians. We'll see if 
whai the Palestinians told os in 
jHivaie discussions will be given 
expresion on the negotiarions in 
Washin^n." 

One U.S. official speaking on 
oondinon of anonymity, seemed 
to share Mr. Rabin’s scepticism. 

"A casual observer would say, 
*it looks like they’re down to 
police security issues and finan- 
cial issues’,” the official said. 
Referring to the procedural de- 
tails of Che Gaza-Jericho deal. 
"As you know. It's going to be a 


lot more complicated when they 
gee into the reality of it." 

The mere (act that Mr. Peres 
made the journey to California 
jmt four days before negoriauons 
were to resume is an encouraging 
Sira, said Rob Satloff of the 
Wa^ngm Institute for Near 
East Policy. 

"Peres wouldn't fly out there if 
there wasn't subsirace to dis* 
cuss," Mr. Satloff said. "It 
sounds Kke it's focused on the 
Gaza-Jericho first plan... the 
level of optimum eoming out of 
both Israelis and Palestinians is 
really quite remarkable." 

The reporu brou^t immediate 
bowls of fKOtesc from Israel's 
ri^i wing and from the Islamic 
activists apposed to Mr. Arafat. 
Both raised the specter of vio- 
lence. 

The Israeli cabinet is expected 
to vote Monday night on allowing 
the Israeli team at the peace talks 
to go ahead wi^ the plan. Mr. 
Peres is expected to fly to 
Washin^n this week to si^ it. 

Mr, Rabin miafat also seek a 
cabinet vote on wither to recog- 
nise the PLO since the autemomy 
agreement could not reafly pro- 
ceed without them. 

The change comes after 
months of quiet e»lorafory 
meetings between PLO and 
Israeli offidais that cuimmated 
last week in the outline of an 
autonomy plan readied by Mr. 
Peres and Mahmoud Abbas, a 
senior PLO of^al. in a meeriog 
in Norway. 

Cabinet ministers would not 
directly confirm that Israel would 
recognise the PLO. telling repor- 
ters to ask them the same ques- 
tion a^in after Monday aide's 
meeting. But they left little doubt 
that tdking to the PLO was 


needed for a breakthrough. 

"If the peofrie of tbe PLO will 
contribute to peace, we will talk 
with tbem,” said He^th Minister 
.Chaim Ramon after Sunday's 
cabinet meeting that focused on 
the details of the autonomy plan. 

Mr. Rabin's office dedined 
comment on rccognitioa. 

The Popular Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (PFLP), the 
second most important oompo- 
nent of the PLO after Mr. Ara- 
fat's F^h, cafied the Gaza- 
Jericho option a "trick." 

PFLP Deputy Secretary 
General Abu Ali Mustapha 
claimed it would not guarantee 
Paicstiniaos' rights aad ntuiJd 
allow Israeli foroes to retain 
security control. 

"The Palestinian pec^le are 
very distressed, and consider (tbe 
option) to mean sharing po^r 
with the Israeli occupation 
forces," he said. 

Taysir Khaled, a committee 
member and top official of the 
Democralic Front for tbe Libera- 
tkm of Palestine (DFLP), also 
one of the PLO's three main 
factions, denied the committee 
had given tbe go-ahead, 
an "overwhelming majorii^’" of 
its 18 members had epxmsed 
their opposiion to tbe option. 

Palestinian negotiators 
anended tbe thud and final ses- 
sion of the ixHm on Saturday, 
then went straight into consulta- 
lioos with Mr. Arafat which 
lasted until dawn Sunday, offi- 
cials said. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi told Jouroal- 
tsu that be was "not optiinistic'' 
that an acceptable agreement 
would be thrashed out with 
Israel. He did not elaborate, but 
said be did not rule out a su^n- 
sion of bilateral talks with Israel if 


Jordan respects ^independent 
Palestinian wUl,’ King to Arafat 


By Ayman Al Safadi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majes^ King 
Hussein Sunday received a 
telecine eal! from Palestinian 
lewxr Yasser Arafat and dis- 
cussed with him tbe latest de- 
velopments in the peace pro- 
cess. tbe Jordan Sews Agracy, 
Petra, reported. 

The agency said that during 
the telephone converxaiion, 
the King assured Mr. Arafat of 
Jordan's support for "the inde- 
pendent Palesiiman will" in 
making decisions. 

Ihe call came after Jorda- 
nian offidais had expressed 
dissatisfaction with tbe Paiesii- 
nians for the lack of consulta- 
tion over the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation's (PLO) 
acceptance of the Gaza-Jericho 
option. 

But in commenting on Sun- 
day's contact between tbe two 
leaders. Minister of Informa- 
tion Ma'n Abu Nowar told the 
Jordan Times the King's assur- 
ance to Mr. Arafat that Jordan 
would support independent de- 
cisions by the Palestinians reaf- 
firms Jordan's stand in support 
of the struggle for their nation- 
al rights. 

Agimce France Press had 
eariier quoted an unidentified 
Jordanian offkial as saying 
that Jordan has security con- 



oems about the Gaza-Jericho 
option and is unhappy with the 
Palestinians for not consulting 
Jordan over the Gaza-Jericho 
option (see story below). 

Dr. Abu Nowar said, 
however, that there is no 
change in the Jordanian posi- 
tion towards the Palestinians 
and the peace process. 

"We will continue to support 
the Palestinians. We will not 
negotiate on their behalf and 
we will not interfere in their 
internal affairs,” Dr. Abu 
Nowar stressed. 

Jordanian offidais privately 
say that Jordan would "have 
liked to have been consulted 
over the Palestinian stand on 


the Gaza-Jericho option so 
that we would not be surprised 
by any developments related to 
it." But no matter what the 
Palestinians’ stand towards 
consultation with Jordan is, 
"we will continue to support 
them and consult with them," 
Dr. Abu Nowar said. 

Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Talal Al Hassan said 
that Jordan had no accurate 
data on the Gaza and Jericho 
option and could not therefore 
comment on it. 

"Jordan can comment or 
take stand on the option only 
when it is informed of all its 
details.” Petra quoted Mr. 
Hassan as saying. 


no progress was nude at the 
sesskm starting Tuesday. 

Merfummad Sabih. secreiaiy of 
the Palestine National Council, 
played down the possibilicy of a 
meeting between Mr. Arafoi and 
Mr. Rabin, mooted by a PLO 
spokesman eariier. 

Mr. Rabin "is scared of tbe 
rightwing and does not want to go 


back to being in the (Israeli) 
opposition," he said. 

Another top DFLP official, 
Daud Talhami, told AFP in 
Damascus that the PLO Execu- 
tive Cominitcee had made "no 
dedsions concerning the Gaza- 
Jericho option," which he said 
many Palestinian figures, indud- 
ing Dr. Abdul Shafi and Mr. 


Husseini, were opposed to. 

Mr. Khaled said endorsement 
of the option was "a dangerous 
gamble" and, in a reference to 
,Mr. Arafat, said it was "a dream 
’ cherished by some who are totally 
unaware of the reality of Israeli- 
American intentions and plans." 

(Continued ou page 10) 


King welcomes Sheikh Zayed’s 
call for healing Arab differences 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday welcomed a 
call by United Arab Emiraies 
(UAE) President Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan Al Nahayan to end 
inter-Arab difTeienccs and res- 
tore Arab solidarity on a new 
basis. 

King Hussein, in comments 
carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said that "such a 
responsible attitude was expected 
from Sheikh Zayed, one of the 
Arab leaders who have consis- 
tently exerted efforts towards 
Arab solidarity and unit)'.” 

Tbe King was commenting on 
public remarks made by Sheikh 
Zay^. who was shown on Jordan 
Television, saying that the dis- 
array in Arab ranks in the wake 
of the Gulf crisis was not accepr- 

Sheikh Zayed called for Arab 
unity and said that every Arab 
should suppon and help other 
Arabs. 

"We are all in Arab League ... 
but every one of us operates on 
his own without (the approval) of 
his brethren and thus, is un- 


aoceptable,” Sheikh Zayed said. 

"One should not make enemies 
or friends on his own without 
taking the opinion of his 
brethren and their approval," he 
said. ' 

"We arc brothers and we 
should believe in such a rela- 
tionship,’* he said. 

At least on two occasions in tbe 
lost two years, Sheikh Zayed has 
publicly called for healing the 
Arab wounds caused bv the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait and launched 
an initiative to settle inter-Arab 
differences. 

According to Arab dipkMnatic 
sources, the UAE was among the 
first Arab oountries to extend 
support for an Arab League- 
initiated push lo reconcile Arab 
countries split over the Gulf crisis 
early this year. 

The initiative failed to get off 
the ground after Kuwait vetoed 
it, but reports from Cairo say that 
Or. Esmat Abdul Meguid. the 
league secretary-general, has not 
given up (he idu, which was 
reported to have the outright 
suppon of a majority of the 21 


members of the league. 

In his comments carried by 
Petra, tbe IGng also referred to 
the issue of Jerusalem. 

The Holy Gty "has always 
been our major p r eoce n patioo 
and it had been so with my father 
and grandfathers" he said. "Jeru- 
salem is the first of tbe two kiblas 
... and the land of Israa wal 
Mir’aj (the nocturnal journey of 
the Prophet Mohammad)," 

"We realise the dangers sur- 
rounding us and tbe anempts 
aimed at obliterating our Islamic 
and Arab identity," be said. 
"This makes it incumbent upon 
us to shoulder respoostbUi^ to- 
wards Jerusalem in realisation of 
our Islamic faith and the princi- 
ples of the Great Arab Rwlt." 

*Tt also embodies our national 
and humanitarian duty." 

On Saturday, King Hussein in- 
structed tbe government to allo- 
cate money to rebuild an ancient 
wood podium inside Jenisaletn's 
Al Aqsa Mosque, set on fire in 
1969. 

Saladdin's podium, built in the 
Syrian town of Aleppo, was 



FbrUrh Zayed Ben SuRap 
brought to Jerusalem by Muslim 
armies after the Muslim warrior 
and an Ayyubid Sultan of Egypt 
retook the Holy from tte 
Crusaders in the lltb century. 

"I instruct you now to instruct 
the Minfscry of Islamic Affairs 
and tbe commission in charge of 
restoring the Al Aqsa Mosque 
and the Dome of tbe Rock ... to 
rebuild Saladdin’s podinm in its 
true fonn," King Hussein said in 
a letter to Prime Minister Abdul 
Saiam Al Majali. 

Various isuunic orgaaisadons 
said it would take several yean of 
work and JD 3 miUiou to build a 
p(^um similar to the burnt one. 


Islamic Action Front to take 
part in elections in ^full force’ 


By Aymui Al Safadi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tbe Idamic Action 
Front (lAF) will contest tbe next 
paffiamentary elections with "full 
force" even though its leaders are 
convinced that their performance 
in tbe polls might not be truly 
reflective of grassioot suppon for 
the Islamists in tbe country. 

"We will exert tbe greatest 
possible efibrt to carry tbe largest 
number of (our) candidates to 
Parliwent," lAF president Ishaq 
A) Farban told a press conference 
Sunday. 

But tbe results of tbe elections 
would not reflea the "size" of the 
Islamists’ suppon in tbe country 
because of the "restrictions" on 
the means of expressing this sup- 
pon, said lAF deputy president 
and fbrmer Muslim Brotherhood 
Deputy Abdullah Akaileb. 

"Tbe first of these limitations 
are imposed by the (new) election 
law," Dr. Akaileb said. "Tbe real 
size (of tbe Islmnists) can only be 
seen in a 'real democracy’.” 

Dr. Farfaan said that although 


the lAF believes the electoral 
changes, introduced unilaterally 
by the government earlier this 
month, were tailored to weaken 
its performance in tbe elections 
for the 12ih Parliament, it has 
decided to participate in the polls 
to protect “tbe st^ilicy and high- 
er interests of the country.” 

“His Majesty King Hussein’s 
commitment to the holding of fair 
and free elections was among tbe 
motives to participate in tbe elec- 
tions," Dr. Farharn, a member of 
the Upper House of Parliament, 
said. 

But while Or. Farhan said the 
lAF was still studying the possi- 
bility of contesting the legality of 
tbe eleaoral changes in coun, in 
concen with other political par- 
ties. Dr. Akaiieh ruled out that 
option as "a waste of time." 

"Since the new election law 
was announced by the King, we 
see no feasibility for this option. 
We will not waste time in *a 
useless effort,” said Dr. Akaiieh, 
who had served as minister of 
education in Mudar Badran’s 
coalition government with the 


Muslim Brotherhood movement, 
whi^ is Che backbone of the lAF. 

The lAF had been the fiercest 
opponent of electoral changes be- 
fore they were issued on .^ug. 17 
but its oppotition fizzled out 
almost immediately after tbe new 
temporary election law was 
announced. 

Observers believe the new law 
will stop the Islamists from re- 
peating tbe electoral gains they 
made in 1989 under the bloc- 
voting system by denying them 
the opportunity to form alliances 
with odier ca^dates. 

In 1989. the Muslim Brother- 
hood, whose candidates would 
contest the coming elections on 
the lAF ticket, won 23 seats in 
the 80-member Lower House of 
Parliament. Observers say the 
number was disproportionate to 
the Islamists’ acnial grassroot 
support. 

The LAF says it opposed the 
electoral changes due to the “un- 
democratic" mechanism through 
which they were introduced. It 

^Continued on page 10> 


Jordan fears Palestinian influx in case of Jericho option 


AMMAN — Jordan fears that 
an Israeli pull-out from the 
West Bank towm of Jericho as a 
first step towards Palestinian 
self-rule could lead to an influx 
of Palestinians. 

A high-ranking official, voifr 
ins security concerns for hts 
counuy. said Amman saw a 
double risk of a Palestinian 
exodus in the “Gaza-Jencho 
fiist" option propose by the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO)- 

Israel could engineer a trans- 
fer of population by expelling 
10 jeriebo all Palestinians iha| 
it considers as "undesirable, 
the official told AFP, declining 
to be named. 

Faced with harsh living con- 


By Randa Habfb 

Agence France Presse 

diiions in Jericho, a town of 
IS, 000 inhabitants, the expel- 
lees were likely to cross the 
nearby bridge over the River 
Jordan, he said. 

Isreal could then bar these, 
Palestinians from returning (o 
the West Bank as it controls 
the bridge, he explained. 

The official said another fac- 
tor was that many Palestinians 
would be templed to move to 
Jordan voluntarily rif search of 
better living conditions and 
work opportunities. 

Around 57,000 Palestinians 
have been stranded in Jordan 
since 1968 because Israel will 
not allow them back to the 
territories it seized in the 1967 
Middle East war, he said. 


"Unless we close the transit 
gates between the West Bank 
and Jordon, we dtm't know 
how it would be postible to 
contain an exodm,” he said. 

King Hussein infonned PLO 
Giairman Yasser Arafat of 
Jordan's concerns in talks last 
Tuesday. He also criticised tbe 
PLO for proposing the Jeridio 
t^tion withckut consulting him 
first. 

Mr. Araftil failed to reassure 
(he King, the Jordanian official 
said. "Jordan should have 
been consulted not just in- 
formed," he stressed. 

"Jordan is favourable to an 
Israeli pull-out from any 
of occupied Arab land. But if it 
is done without previous «>or- 
dinatkm and preparation, it 
could lead to a transfer of 
Palestinian population," he 


warned. 

King Hussein has shortened 
an upcoming Asian tour, drop- 
ping North Korea and Japan, 
because of developments in the 
Middle East peace process, a 
reliable source said Saturday. 

Tbe source said the tour of 
Thailand, China, Singapore 
and possibly Indonesia would 
take place in September rather 
than late Augud as expected. 

Aralhlsraeli peace talks re- 
sume Tuesday in Washington, 
as Israeli and Palestinian 
sources predia a breakthrough 
on ihe Gaza Strip and Jericto 
as a first step toward Palesti- 
nian self'govemmem. 

According to the United Na- 
tions relief and Works Agency 
for Palestinian Refugees (UN- 
RWA), more than one miliion 
Palestinians live in Jordan, or 


more than a quarter of the 
countiy’s population. 

Most Palestinians in the 
West Bank have Jordanian 
passports but they lost the 
nationality in 29^ when Jor- 
dan cut off the legal and admi- 
nistrative links it held vrith the 
territory since 1950. 

Jordanian officials said tbe 
PLO’s failure to inform or con- 
sult Amman on its proposals 
for PalesiiuiaD control of 
Jericho and the Gaza Strip 
created a crias of confidence. 

“We don't know what is 
really haj^iening and this wor- 
ries us,” one official said. 

, He criticised tbe PLO for 
negotiating the option with 
brael in secret rather than in 
coordination with the Arab 
sates in the U.S-sponsored 
Middle East peace talks. 


On the Occasion of 
The Prophet's Birthciay 



. ARAB BANK 

has the honour to convey to 
HHS MAffi:JTY ifCilHG HVZZEhi 

and to the Jordanian people 

its felicitations and 
most cordial wishes 
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Foreigners travel to east 
Turkey despite kidnaps 


ISTANBUL (R) — Kidnappings 
of tourists by rebel Kurds in 
eastern Turkey have deterred 
most tour companies, but some 
adventurous travellers still put 
themselves in harm's way. 

“We have had no tour groups 
this month," said an employee at 
the Big Urartu Hotel in the east- 
ern city of Van. “We are empty 
right now. but we do get back- 
packers from time to time." 

The separatist Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) has seized 16 fore- 
igners .in the past two months and 
seven remain in its hands — two 
Sv.-iss, two Italians, two Germans 
and a New Z^ander. 


The guerrillas want the govern- 
ments concerned to negotiate 
directly for their released, but the 
Western countries, accepting 
Turkey's view of the PKK as a 
terrorist aroup, have refused. 

Released hostages have told of 
long forced marches across 
mountainous terrain with ragged 
bands of young guerrillas who 
estorted food from impoveri^ed 
Kurdish villagers on the way. 

The brutal conflict with the 
PKK. which has cost more than 
7.000 lives since 19S4, is never 
mentioned in travel brochures. 

The Turkish authorities are re- 
luctant to advertise the risks in 
the east — in case they inadver- 
tently dampen the lucrative mass 
tourist trade in Istanbul and sun- 
ny western resorts. 

Tourism Minister Abdul Kadir 
Ates said tour groups could still 
visit eastern Turkey safely if they 
gave advance notice to the local 
authorities who could then 
arrange security. 

"But it is really difficult to tell 
this to the advennirers who prefer 
to go there on their owm,'* he told 
Reuters. 

.Nfr. Ates said 9,000 tourists 
ha d vijired Van province this year 
— 2 ‘Jny fracrion of the total of 
:-9*>en million the government 
hopes ^ri!! visit Turkey as a whole 
Ip 19--3. 

The region has plenty to lure 
tcurisls. especially those excited 
by '.vl!d scenery and historic 
rrcnuments. as well as Biblical 
determined to find 
'Tsces of Noah's Ark. 

E'.er. :he erpcriencc of being 
'sidncTrea is not enough to put 
s-.f: '-.'rfe fundamentalists Christ- 
ar, ark-huatcars. Qneof the Ita- 
'.i’.ri row held hosiagie. Angeto 
Pz'vz:. r. 2 S been abduaed by the 
before one cjj his many 
Lrips to the east. 

Hf never says anything to 
zompiained an Italian drplo- 
rr 2 : Ankara. “He never con- 


tacts the consulates in Istanbul or 
Izmir, but of course he is free to 
travel.” 

Travelling overland to the main 
attractions the deserted 
nian city of Ani near Kars, Lake 
Van and the Nemnit Volcano, 
the colossal statues on Mount 
Nemrut, Mount Agri (Ararat), 
the Ishaq Pasha Palace or the 
rock city of Hasankeyf — re- 
quires (Mving on roatk which 
may just be safe in daytime. 

At night PKK gueiilias emerge 
to stop traffic _ at im prompto 
roadblocks and Iddnap stai^^d 
village guards or foreigners. 

Most, if not aD, the 16 foreim 
Iddnap victims were abducted m 
this way. Apart from four 
Frenchmen sei^ from an orga- 
nised tour bus in July, all were 
independent travellers. 

The appetite for organised 
tours to the east has all but 
vanished for the moment. 
Huseyin Meyman of Tentour, a 
leading tour company, said ^- 
mand dried up after the Freiid] 
kidnapping. 


A more spedalised company. 
Trek Travel, has stof^i^ talcing 
trekkers to mount A^ and has 
even stopped taking groups to the 
Kackar mountains north of the 
PKK's noimal area of acdvitv. 

Nevertheless, Att Tours, wfa^ 
caters mainly fm Americans, was 
sending a group of 14 to tte east 
on Sunday and was planning 10 
more trips in the next two' 
months, operator Husnn Miiza 
said. 


Most Western governments 
strongly advise their nationals to 
stay away ft’om eastern and 
southeastern Tuiicey. 

“Do not ^ there unless on 
essential business," the British 
Foreign Office warned last week. 

As for the rest of Turkey, it 
said: “We do not advise against 
travel to these areas." but noted 
PKK threats to attack tourist 
targets in western Turkey, whoe 
several bombings have taken 
place in the last three mont^. 

In London, Musu^ Turkmen, 
director of the Turkish tourist 
board for Britain and Ireland, 
said that despite such warnings, 
the number of British tourists 
visiting Turkey in the first eight 
months of the year was 37 per 
cent up on . 1^. 

"Bookingi ^c exceptionally 
good this year with half a million 
people travelling to Turkey," said 
a s^kesperion A travel agent 
Thomas Cook. “It's been very 
popular with the British because 
of low holiday bochure prices." 


Supporters of fi^itive Somali warlord Mohammad Fandi Aideed Sunday st^e an anti-U,S. protest in 
BkH^yfishn (AFP photo) 


Somalis stage anti-U.S. protest 


MOGADISHU (Agenries) — 
Some 1,000 sui^x^is of Soma- 
lia's main warlord Mo hammad 
Fazab Aideed demonstrated here 
Sunday against the U.S. Army 
presence among U.N. 
peacekeefnng forces. 

Hie protesters gathered at the 
October 21 Stadhm here armed 
vritb stones and chanted “'Yank- 
ees go home, long live Aideed." 

Gunfire was beard near the 
stadium. But it was not im- 
mediately clear who was shoot- 
ing. A ^kesman for ^ U.N. 
Operation in Somalia (UN- 
050M n) said U.N. forces were 
not involved. 

“'We will cut the 400 American 
soldiers piece by piece like beef," 
said Abdulahi Hassan, one of the 
demonstrators. 

He was referring to 400 elite 
U.S. Ranger who arrived here 
last week amid reports that their 
mission was to capture the fugi- 
tive General Aidocd, wanted by 
the United Nations for allegedly 
ordering bloody attacks on the 
peacekeepers. 

In anotiieT development, the 
riepuQr GOmmander;Of the Indian 
bngade in the 29-nation U.N. 
force, CokMiel Dinest Merchant, 
said his country's contingent inl] 
soon be the largest. 

India has agreed to sent some 
4.900 troops to Somalia to rein- 
force the 34,S00-strong force. 


Tlie United States has some 
4,200 soldiers here. 

An advance party of 200 Indian 
soldiers arrived in Mogadishu on 
Saturday to set up forties before 
the coming of the remaining 
troops. 

Toe next group of the mainfy 
infantry men will arrive SqpL 14 
and the entire force is expect in 
Mogadishu before SqiL 25. Col. 
Merdiant said. 

Col. Merdiant told journalists 
here that the brigade was selected 
from those soldiers who had 
served “continuously well" in the 
army. 


to all civiliaD and commercial 
planes on Aug. 21 saying it was 
assessing infe^ation that gun- 
men loy^ to Gen. Aideed posses^ 
sed anti-aircraft weapons and 
were ready to use them against 
U.N. pUm^. 


He described them as “battle 
hardened," many of them having 
fought a^inst the Tamil Hgers 
wfien India sent in troops to Sri 
Lanka in a peacekeeping attempt 
five years ago. 

Most of the Inefian soldiers will 
be deployed in the western town 
of Etelet Hoen where part of their 
brief will be to provide security to 
German troops doing rebabijita- 
tion work there. 


But U.N. deputy military 
spokesman Oqitain Tim McDa-. 
vitt said after a week's assess- 
ment, UNOSOM could not con- 
firm that the mihtiamen had sndi 
weapons. 

“However, a potential threat 
to aircraft still easts," Capt. 
McDavitt said. 

Meanwtule, die SomaH Nation- 
al Alliance (SNA) led by Gen. 
Aideed in a statement here 
appealed for a “third pai^" to 
help mediate between it and UN- 
OSOM. 


Germany's post-war constitu- 
tion allows Geiman soldiers to 
use arms only m sdf-defence. ' 
UNOSOM II Saturday 
opened Mogadishu airport after 
closing it to civilian fii^ts for a 
week dting security reasons, a 
U.N. military spokesman said. 

UNOSOM closed the airport 


Hie SNA said the mediator 
could be “eminent persons, orga- 
nisations, governments or group 
of goveininents." 

“It is impossible to condua 
(fialogue with UNSOM U while 
the U.S. and UNOSOM IX ate 
jointly engaged in an increaring 
build-up and ofiensive os 

day after day," the statement 
said. . 

Hie movement said the Uiuted 
Nations and the United States 
had prepared a “q^ecial comman- 
do force to launch a genoddal 
attack on the Somalia pppulation. 


Lawyer 
claims new 
evidence 
against 
Demjanjuk 


HEL AVIV (AP) — A Uwyer 
said Sunday he bag obtained new 
evidence plaqng retired Ohio 
auto woricCT Jbhn Demjanjok in 
Nazi death and concentration 


c am ps. 

Attorney Shafir Shilansky said 
be hoped the material would per- 
suade Inuel’s attorney graeral, 
Yosef Harisfa, to reverse his posi- 
tion and recommend that Mr. 
Drajanjnk be tried on new Nazi 
war crime charges. 

Mr. Shilansky told the Associ- 
ated Press he was gjvra new 
‘documents and information ab- 
ont witnesses triio allegedly place 
Mr. Demjanjnk as a Nazi guard 
in the death camp of Sobibor and' 
anotiier location, but refused to 
elaborate. 

Mr. Shflansky said he would 
meet witii Mr. Harish by Monday 
to present the documents. 

fo Qeveland, Mr. Demjan- 
juk's soih^law, Ed bTishnic, was 
statical and “very nnimpressed" 
-with the claim. 

“These alleged Nazi hunters 
and lawyers have been for the last 
two weeks ctniming have new 
evidence and so far, every piece 
of thOT new evidence has follen 
apart when faced with any sort of 
review whatsoever," he said in a 
telephone interview. . 

Mr. Harish recommended ear- 
ner tins month a^unst a new trial, 
saying it could raise the danger of 
double jeopardy. He had also 
argued that a new trial was not in 
the public interest because there 
was no guarantee of conviction. 

Israel’s supreme conn last 
month overturned Mr. Demjan- 
,juk's 1988 conviction arid death 
sentence as “Ivan the terrible," a 
guard at the Nazi camp of Treb- 

Imlfa 


Under PLO austerity, even tea glasses are empty 


By .\ei/ AlacFarquhar 
The Associated Press 


AL RAM, Occupied West 
Bank — The headmaster of the 
Nation elementaiy school cal- 
led for tea to make a group of 
visitors welcome- “There is no 
tea." his assistant announced. 

It was an almost unthinkable 
breach of Arab hospitality. But 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, the squeeze is 
rapidly becoming the hallmark 
cf scores of education, health 
and welfare organisations de- 
pendent on the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 

The direa cause is readily 
apparent. Gulf states hwo 
poured btifions annually into 
PLO coffers cut the flow when 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat be- 
came an outspoken Iraq sup- 
porter after Iraq's 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

Mr. Arafat's supporters tend 
10 blame the deepening finan- 
cial crisis on a grand American 
conspiracy to keep the Gulf 
taps shut until the Palestinians 
accept unfavourable peace 
terms with Israel. 

The Europeans have prom- 


ised more than S600 milljon in 
aid and tbe United States also 
pledges hefty support once a 
peace treaty is si^ed. 

“We are being black- 
mailed," said Freih Abu Me- 
dein, a Gaza attorney and 
Palestinian negotiator. 
Nfideast peace talks are set to 
resume next week in 
Washington. 

Mr. Arab's critics blame 
him. , ticking off corruption, 
a^ a bureaucracy 
bloat^ by pandering to all 
factions. 

“The power is centralised 
and authoritarian. If it was the 
pec^le who influenced PLO 
policy there would not be so 
many mistakes,” said Tahir 
Nimari, author of a critical 
PLO analysis. 

Wall slogans — the mood 
barometers of tiie Palestiniaa-*. 
uprising — have been drying 
up for want of money for paint. 
But a few attack Mr. 

“The people have no right to 
choose, that is only for the 
diosen," said one. 

Palestinians acknowledge 
the problems have existed &r 
years. But the combination of 
tight finances and a peace 


deadline is making them sur- 
face now. 

Outside the occupied terri- 
tories, two respected indepen- 
dent members of the FIDO’s 
Executive Committee angered 
by Mr. Arafat’s concession- 
making to Israel, bad resign^. 
The military commander in 
Lebanon said Mr. Arafat 
should step aside for turning 
his fighters into beggars. 

Tbe economic belt-tighten- 
ing has exacerbated dis^ee- 
ment over key issues of the 
Palestinian cause. Ibe conflict 
came to a head in tite wake of 
Mr. Arafat's recent nod of 
approval — opposed by many 
in tbe PLO — to postpone 
negotiations about Jerusalem. 
He IS also criticised for accept- 
ing an Israeli plan for limi^ 
self-rule in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho in the occupied West 
Bank. 

“Tbe economic crundi did 
bring to the surface many 
things. Many people were 
quiet about all these issues and 
somehow all these v<Mces are 
emerging now that tbe going is 
tough and serious decisions are 
T^ired," said Hanan A^ra- 
wi, spokeswoman for the 


Palestinian delegation. 

Palestinians estimate that 
PLO funding for the territories 
has dropped from over $3^ 
million in 1988, when it sought 
to buy control of the uprising 
against the Israeli occupation, 
to under $40 million year. 

Hardest hit are pensioners 
and low-level employees. 

At A1 Watan school, the 
teadieis have not gotten their 
$360 per month salaries since 
April. They have threatened to 
stnke, but that usually just 
drives students elsewhere. 

“We all support Arafat, but 
that does not mean we should 
be left alone to starve," said 
headmaster Abdul Rahim 
Babar. 


Widely respected Makassed 
Hospi^ in Jerusalem foces an 
(grating deficit of nearly $31 
million. Remaining donors 
among Gulf princes may cut 
that in half. But ttey clos ed 
two outlying clinics and 
shelved plans for a nursing 
college as well as a cancer unit 
In Gaza, the lawyers’ asso- 
ciation lost their telephone for 
not paying the bill, Mr. Abu 
Medein said. 


Some Palestinians are scep- 
tical about the sudden lack of 
frinds. Hiey believe that PLO 
reserves estimated between S2 
and $S biUioD-and sometimes 
as much as $15 bfllion-remain 
intacL 

Hiey believe the PLO is 
living off the interest and 
hoarding the principal against 
the day they want to buy .loyal- 
ty in a state. Hieir suspicibns 
are fueled by the sudden 
^Tpearance of money when 
something is deemed critic^. 

For example, about 
$300,000 helped guarantee a 
PLO victory over the slate 
from the Islamic fundamental- 
ist group Hamas in spring elec- 
tions at Hebron and Beth- 
lehem universities. 

Hamas appears not to have 
finandal difficulties, getting 
support^ from fundamen talist 
groi^ in Iran and ebewhere. 

Ultimately, residents said 
the PLO can rely on local 
supporters because they have 
no other representative. 

“Whetiier or not we see eye 
to eye with the PLO we believe 
the PLO represents us, and we 
are not ready to say let them go 
to hell," said Mr. Babar. 


The court found tiMre was con- 
ducing evidence that Mr. Dem- 
janjuk, 73, belonged to a Nazi 
gomri unit and that be was in tbe 
Sobibor camp and several con- 
centration camps. I . , 

The judges recommeiidecf 
against a new trial, sayii(g' t^ 
mudi time had already iap^^n 
I legal prcMteedgngsagaimtA^.’D^ 
mjanjnk. 

But appeals by holocaust survj- 
vois, Nazi hunters and various 
Jewish groups held up Mr. Dem- 
janjnk's scheduled Aug. 1 de- 
poiiatum at tbe last minute. 

A different supreme court 
panel rejected their request for a 
new trial on the Sobibor d»iges, 
but the supreme court president 
gave the petitioners until Hinrs- 
day to make a final plea for a new 
Mr. Demjanjnk trial. 

Last week, Mr. Shilansky and 
ins law partner said a Sobibor 
survivor bad been located vdio 
remembered seeingMr. Demjan- 
jnk at the ca^. But Naa hunters 
who questioned the woman, 
Esther Raab, ~71, later said toey 
efid not believe her testimony 
would stand up in court. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


iqng Hassan II toinaugurate most modem mbi^ 


CASABLANCA (AFP) — King Hassan H is 
world’s socond largest but i^em 

instructions we built a rat^ue wbi^ 

Built largely on land reclaimed from the 

withstmidthe most severe earthquake, the five b ffl CT gte g 
($527 million) mosque with its huge mobile r^f, is 
blown cathe^, including St Peter’s ™ ^ 

said. Hie Hassan U Mosque, ^ch has a 

with a 35-Idlometre long lazer beam aimed at Mecca, wi Bbeatafe to 

contain 20,000 faithful, including 6,500 women on wo 

while a further 80,000 could pray on the ^lan^e 

central part of the prayer hall can be tran^nned m 

into an open-air patio when tbe 3,700 square met/es rf ^y tf^pde 

away. WhM the area is closed, the hall is softly ht ^56 

chandeliers each weighing 130 kilograinmes. Pmse^.^ 

one of the main technical difficulties in building the mosque was to 

raise the minaret by 25 metres at the king s requesL ^ 


Egyptian killed in Kuwait mineclearing 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — An Egyptian minedcarer was tilled.^, 
jtwo otiicrs injured in a blast in northern Kuv^t near die 
border, A1 Anbaa newspaper ssud Sunday. Major Osmiul^g^, 
i50, died in the explosion Saturday that injured twt) rriher 
from an Egyptian contingent dealing mines in Kiwait, it sakL 
Bangladeshi mineclearers were kill^ and 10 injured in a sni a B ar f 
blast on Aug. 24 in northwest Kuwait. They were among 
Rangiadftthis clearing mines left over from tbe August 19^ 
February 1991 Iraqi occupation. At least 53 exploriye& mqteits 
from around the world have died while dearing mines m jjbe 
lemirate. • ! 


S. Arabia gave $50m to PLO since 1990 


RIYADH (AP) — Donations totalling some $50 mtUkm have 
transferred from Saudi Arabia to the Palestine Liberatioo Orga- 
nisation since the Gulf crisis, the offirial Saudi Press Agenqr'^d 
Saturday. Tte ^ency said the figure was disclosed Abdel 
Rahim Gamoos, a PLO member who beads the co m m i ttee 

which coUects private donations to tbe PLO made - maSn^ by 
F^estiuians working in the kingdom. Hie PLO has been ostxacsed 
by the Saudi-1^ groim of Gulf Arab countries since its l e ad ein ^ 
sided with Iraq following Ira<^ invason of Kuwait in August ^90.-1 
Saud AraUa and the <wer Gulf states had been tbe PLpTs 
bankroUers. The suspension of tiie cash flow from these go 
ments has fordng PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat to slash the Pip’s 
annual budget of $300 milb'on by 70 per cent. Private donations.gsK^ 
a PLO-decreed five per cent tax on salaries of Palestiniags wml^ 
in Gulf^imtries have continued. Also, Riyadh has contmu^ to 
pay $6 million a month to Palestinians in the IsraeS-oca^ed 
territories. ’ 


Peres under fire for breaking Sabbath 


TEL AVrV (AFP) — The ultra-orthodox Shas Party, a memberof 
Israel’s government coalition, slammed Foreign Min^r 
Peip on Sunday for rushing for peace talks in the United 
during the Sabteth. “It’s scandalous for a minister to travel 
Sabb^," said Yossef Azran, who threatened to file a •no- 
confidence motioD against the government in parliament. Mi. 
Peres returned Sunday to the fire and brimstone broadside from 
Orthodox Jews after meeting U.S. Secretary of State Warren 

moves fojgrant the Palestimans 
Tantonmny m Cmza rdr^ous law bans any wToil; 

,fln Xbe evening ta Satuiday evening and is 

the , . . ' - 


None of die Solribor survivors 
rqneseoted by Mr. Shilansky re- 
member Mr. Demjanjnk at toe 
camp. There are several docu- 
ments ^t purportedly link Mr. 
Demjanjnk to Sobibor and other 
cami^ One is an SS identity card 
in Demjanjuk's name issued at- 
tile Trawniki training camp for 
Naa quards. It says hfr. Demjan- 
juk was dispatdi^ to tebibrn in 
March 1943. 

Mr. Demjanjuk has main- 
tained his iniiocence, saying he 
spent most of World War n in 
German camps after being cap- 
tured as a Soviet soldier in May 
1942. ^ 

SSnoe his acquittal, Mr. Dem- 
janjuk has been held in protective 
custody in his isolation ceil at 
Ayaloo prison in central Israel. 


Egypt to tighten ciampdown on militants 

^U DHABI (AFP) ^ Egyptian Interior Minister Hassan A1 Alfi 
has vowed to intensify has campaign against radicals des^ -an 
assa^hOT attempt on him Aug. 18. General Alfi told London? 
based MddleE^Broadcasting Coiporation television, mmutmdi 
here, mat he felt better after suoces^ surgery on bis injmWkrm 
m Swi^and and was planning to return to Cairo in toe nerJfw 
' ^ never regret being an interior miwkter '" 

(S aid ty foniter governor of toe southern province of AsynL'the 
*0 overthrow the regiine and s^upan 
has not affected me®On toe c^^J 
(Wfleontinue my work md will even intensify it," be said Kve 
5*^ 13 injured in the suicide attack on Gen. Alfi 
^ Muslim fundamentalists from toe 
“To those who tried to'M 
me, 1 say God will take revenge against vou ’ But I ask wwi »o^ 
return to yom reUgion .-;becausrwShaKg hi^ 
patriotism and conscience," Gen? Alfi said. *To 

he frightened. To 4he 
people I say remam vigilant against those who wlate 


Newspaper director, editor to stand trial 

Tf'L.‘HT> < w., ^ . 


~ <«reaor of Saiam newsi»pe( 
ftom several hioh w following crimplaft 

will appear in court revoluuoaajy prosecqd) 

■toe rhprgys .Tijg rennrt without giving doails < 

said Abba^ newspapi 

ordeiafitimthelslanticrevolurio^il?’ ™ ^«ted Thursday fl 
Saiam, Mr. Mnssavi called ^ Sundays etotioa < 

revohitionaiy becaus^tii 

press has ISSSh*” • 

government in recentmonthf ®"hcism of to 

weekly said meanwhfl™ that the freedom: J 

newsi4per,Ka^ Iran’s leatop 

suit filed by CWef Justice hnal followiiig a dvi 

Nassiri, who wrote two comm?5S?^ Mohammad Yaz(K.;Mehd 
month, was summoned ttfST!!?!!?"®® mticising Mr. Yaidi las 
released on bail, KayfaS ^ Satur^ ^ 
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Yestenby’s Ugb lenperatnres: Ani- 
maa 36, >^aba 44 l iumdi ty leatEngK 
Amman IS pcT Cent. Aqw 18 per 
cent. 


WEATHER 


BuUetittsu^fSedfyibeDeputmcntof 

Meteon/lagy. 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nnardh Chnrdi Sw dndi , 
Tcl. 810740 

AssemWid d God . Cbnrd, Tel. 

fijrss. 

St. Jo$e|rii Onreta Tel. 624590. 
Churdi of the Anoandatioa Td. 
637440. 

De la SaDe Cbiirdi Td. 661757 


Hot weather conditions wiD prevail 
and winds will be nortbcastcily u^t to 
modeiaic. In Aqaba very hot weather 
conditions will prevail, winds wiB be 
northerly moderate and seas «»i"» 


Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 24/38 

Aqaba 28/44 

Desens 20/40 

Jordan VaD^ 27/43 


USEFUL TEICPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Or. N*idd A1 Mabstri 751672 
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Dr.MobammadAlAzzah 752951 
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OtBlDs • 
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Food Control Cenue 6371 1 1 

GnI Defence Depanment 661 1 1 1 

CMI Defeoce ImmmWats. 
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Telephone Information 
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INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
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Queen to chair 


uieeting on improving 
status of rural women 

AMMANO.T.^ M-rw ■ vyAXlV^ll 

V Queen NooV Tueid^lSi of^ ^7^’' 
cbair A m^tinn u.Lni. _^hc foUoW'tin 


Kingdom celebrates Prophet Mohammad’s birth anniversary 


£?S"*? ""** spralisis in 
ttc field of women and myal 

Pa£**’”*"* Ma'wa 

This meeting constituies a 
orain stonning sessioo to dis- 
oiss the implcmcfitation in Jor- 

The declaration was adopted 
at the summit on the Econ^c 
Advancement of Rural 
women held by the Interna- 
tional Fund for Agricultural 
D^elopm^t (IFAD) in 
Febniaiy 19^. 

'Hic meetii^ is intended to 
review bow involved institu* 
tions in Jordan can best serve 
to improve the status of mrai 
women, establish networks be- 
tween and among rural women 
and organisations, and streng- 
then rural women's capacity 
and access to services. 


- . . follow-up adivitici 
•ych Queen Noor is unSet’ 

“ i*" capacity es a 
member of the Imematioisal 
FoU^-up Steering Cocninmec 
( W charged with monitoring 
aiM cvaluaosg mechasiMis for 
jnc implementation of the 
wneva Dectaraiionfor Rural 
Women. 

It is one of a series of meci- 
mgs and workshopc to be 
uonab 


and am* 


with professic 

cerned institotiotis with the 
objective of formulttiag com- 
prehensive strategies for the 
^pvnncemcm of rural woolen 
wiU be coordinated with, 
wd iniegraied within, the 
Higltar National Women Com- 
mi^on’s strategy for women 
Kecommendations of the 
meeting and future meetings 
and workshops will form an 
integral part of die Queen's 
report to the 19W ISC meeoa* 
in Brussels. 


■aiatiosl^. 
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ofPalestS, ■ 
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Interior Ministry to 
accept voter list contests 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Interior Sunday 
announced that objections to 
voter remstration lists will be 
acceptedtoday (Monday) until 
Sept. 5. The d^ay of these 
Ito, lists of revered voters in 
different districts in the coun- 
try, for the next parliamentary 


from elections ended Sunday. 

mm 


The ministry also set the 
period from S^. 6 until Sept. 


12 for the committee in durge 
to look into the objections 
raised by citizens; the prriod 
from Sept. 16und! Iftislimiicd 
to contesting deeisions in 
court. 

The First Court of Inttance 
will rule on the oomestations 
between the Sept. 25 and 27. 

Final voter regtstration lisas 
will be dirolayed following the 
court's ruung. 


Ministry, RSS agree 
ssabb« to control air pollution 
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AMMAN (Petra) — *nie Minis- 
try of Health and the Royal Sci- 
entific Society (RSS) Sunday 
tigned an agmmeot to coaaoi 
air pollution in Hashemich area 
in Zarqa Governoratc. 

Linder the agreement, the 
ministry will provide all facilities 
needed to implement provisions 
of the agreement, ioduding 
monitoring of sites, where sur- 
veillance equipment will be in- 
stalled. 

The ministry will also coordin- 
ate field visits and seek necessary 
infonnarion from the concerned 
authorities. 


The RSS will maintaia a daily 
monitoring of tir pollutants for a 
twelve-month period, using the 
World Health Organisarioii 
(WHO) standards and guidelines 
as a basic reference. 

The RSS will also prepare a 
quaneriy report on each site 
monitored arc submit it to the 
mmistry. 

The agreemem will be im- 
plemented over a period of 16 
months. 

It was signed by AbthiJ Rahim 
Malfaas, the Minister of Health, 
and RSS Preadent Haiti Mul- 
ki. 


Education minister reviews 
new policy in Mafraq 


MAFRAQ (Petra) — Minisier of 
Education a^ Hij^r Education 
Khalid A1 Omari Sunday said the 
school is the ba^ emicational 
unit from which the educational 
development process should 
start. 

During a meeting whh educa- 
tion officials and teachers in Maf- 
raq Governorate. Dr. Omari re- 
viewed the new ^ucational poli- 
cy, saying that the school will be 
the focus of development, 
according to the new plan. 

The minister said a school- 
based development committee 
will be formed to supplement the 
' Educational Development Coun- 
1^1 which will be formed at educa- 
tion departments. 


The councils will comprise $fc- 
cialists in educational supcnrision 
and management who will be 
examining shortcomings and bi- 
lures and suggesting solutions to 
them. 

The minister noted that the 
education process is tire larg^ 
natio^ project throu^ wfaidi 
we can face fiiture challenges. 

Or. Omari said the minisny 
inteods to grant special incentives 
to teachers woridng in remote 
areas and will pve them priority 
in housing transportation and 
scholarships. 

He caOed for neutralisng the 
school frm pc^tical wore to 
secure its integrity. 
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HOME NEWS IN BMEF 


Princess Basina donates 800 school uniforms 

IRBED (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Basina has 
contributed 800 sdiool uniforms to needy girls attending IrUd 
governorate stimols as part of the chanty eamptign of 1993, 
according to Nabih A1 Rousan, director of the ^ncess Basma 
Sodal Services Centre. 

Labour minister returns from Indonesia 

AMMAN (Petra) — Labour Minister Khalid A1 Ghzawi Sunday 
returned to Jordan after a six-day visit to Indonesia, during which 
he held with his IrKfooesian counterpart and senior 

Indonesian trfSdab on scopes of bilateal cooperation. In an 
arrival statement, Mr. Ghzawi said Jordan and fodonttia agreed 
to form a ministerial team to assess bilateral cooperation over a 
six-month peii^ in a serious attempt to forge closure cot^ra- 
. tion. The minisier said that both sides readied an agreement 
' whereby instructors from the Vocational Training Corporation 
. (VTC) be sent for training in Indoitesiatt mdustrial mstitu- 
tions. He described his talks with his Indonesian counterpart as 
■positive and sucees^. 

JD 96,420 approved to knplefflent municipal pro{ects 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Munidpal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Mohammad Mahdi Al Farhan appro>^ the 
oflering of JD 96,420 worth of tenders to implement yroiM in 
four local councils. The projects indude the consiniciioo of four 
commeraal stores in Qwr town in K^. “ 

. Qatraxieb, eonscnicting a building for Muqaneb Vinage Cooiial 
" in Karak governorate and buying inscciiddds for Zarqa muma- 

JTV to start traffic awareness series 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Kingdom 
jmns the Islamic World today in 
celebrating the anniversary of 
Prophet MobammaiTs Birthday. 

Prophet Mohammad was born 
in Mceoi in the year $70 to the 
influentid and pratigious tribe of 
Bani Hasbem. 

His grandfather had been the 
head m the tribe and prominent 
m Mecca politics. 

In S99, while on a study jour- 
ney with hb uncle and guardian, 
Abu Taleb, the Prophet met his 
first wife Kbadijeh. 

In 6l0, the Holy Koran was 
revealed to Prophet Mohammad 
through the Azi^l Gabriel. 

Islam became the third 
monotheisiie religion and a cur- 
rently followed by millions of 
pemde worldwide. 

nom that time, at frequent 
imervais until hts death, the 
Prophet received more revela- 
tions. which were collected and 
inscribed in 650. 

The Koran endures until today 
as the divine revelation written in 
(be very words of God himself. 
Mohammad died in the year 632. 

Prophet Mohammad was 
admired for his courage , resolute- 
ness, and impaniaitty, and for a 
Rrmntu that was tempered by 
generosity. 

He won men's hearts by his 
personal charm. He was gende. 


especially with children. 

Though he was sometimes si- 
lent in thought for the most pan 
he was cogged in purposeful 
activity. 

He walked vigorously and 
spoke rapidly. He became an 
exemplar of virtuous character, 
and stories prq«pn(ed him os 
realising the Islamic ideal of hu- 
man life. 

Mohammad's chief significance 
is as fcMinder of a state and of a 
religion. 

In bis lifetime he created a 
federation of Arab tribes, which, 
in less than 20 years after hts 
deatii. defeated the Byzantine 
and Penian empires, ocenpied a 
vast territory from Libya to Per- 
sia, and then dcvelopetl into the 
Arab, or Islamic Empire. 

He made the religioft of Islam 
die basis of Arab unit. 

Islamic docirine maintains that 
God is the founder of the reli- 
gion. not Mtdiammad, but he 
piay^ an obviously important 
part in fostering the nascent rcK- 
gioa. 

His concern with ultimate 
questions, his mynical oudook, 
and his moral seriousness were 
important adjuncts to the 
pfeaching o! the JCtnanic mes- 
age. 

Addressing a celebration Sun- 
day on behalf of His Majesty 


King Huitsein, Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Afi^rs Abdul Salim 
Al Abbaih said the Prophet spent 
ibc majOT part of bis time praying 
and reding the Koran and left to 
the Islamic world a huge wealth 
of knowledge and sciences. 

The second speaker at the 
edebratioo was Minister of Social 
Development Mohammad Al 
Sqour who said the Prophet had 
directed special attention to so- 
cial welfore. He noted that the 
second MusUm Caliph. Omar Ibn 
Al Khattab, had enacted the fim 
social code in the world to protect 
the vulnerable, the result of 
which was the establishment of a 
bureau for children. 

Chief Islamic Justice Sheikh 
Nooh Salman also addressed the 
celebration, saying that Prophet 
Mohammad had set an example 
for the Muslim World. 

He referred to the many crisis 
which the Prophet had experi- 
enced and his suffering while 
Spreading the message of Islam, 
noting that in the cimJ of the 
Prophet won over bis enemies. 

Shcih Salman praised King 
Hussein's initiative to maintain 
and restore the Islwic Holy 
Shrines, such as the Dome of the 
Rock, the tombs of t)» compan- 
ions (rf Prophet Mohammad, and 
most recently bis directives to 
reconstruct the Soladdin minbar 



Cabtact members, settlor nlnlscry oHIdais, iU|do- 
mats nd citiaeas Suxtday nttcttd a odebration of the 


annlvorsaiy of Proph^ Mohammad’s birthday 
.(Petra photo) 


in ibe .A) Aqsa .Mosque in Jeni- plomats and senior ministiy offi- patronage of Chairman of the 
sdem. dais. Joint Chiefs of Staff Lt. Generd 

The celebration was anended A amilar celebration was held Abdul Hafeth .Mira'i .Al Kaab- 
by several Cabinet ministers, di- by the Armed Forces, under the neh. 


Majali stresses citizens’ role in decision-making process 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Kfintster Abdul Sdam Al Majali 
Sunday stressed the imporuifce 
<A dtuens’ participation in the 
dedsoft-making process, saying 
that the government and the put^ 
lie are partners in shouldering the 
burden and responsibility. 

During a meethig at the Youth 
Ministry, Dr. tojali said the 
government can not do every- 
thing for dtizetis, and people 
themselves hare to play their 
retie. 

He said (he government trill 
arrange for the election of gov- 
ernorate councils that trill be 
entrusted with monitoring the im- 
plementation of the development 
policies in their governorates and 
revising and amending them. 

Majali reaffirmed the im- 
portanee of cooperation in 
addressing problems facing 
dtizeos and finding solutions to 


through open i 
tic debate and discussion. He 
added that such discussions 
should focus on the negativ'c 
aspects first, becaiue ‘Treedmn 
from fear encourages personal 
initiative and enhances befong* 
ing.*‘ 

The prime minister called for 
de^tryiting administrative pro- 
cedures to ease pressure on the 
cenini] departments and minis- 
tries and save the dtizens' time, 
effort and expense. 

In this fcqiect. Dr. Majali said, 
the ministries will draw plans and 
play a supervisorjf role, including 
control and monitoring. He ex- 
plained that (he role of a gw- 
ernor will be akin to that of rite 
prime minister, assisied by de- 
partment heads, similarly to 
ministers. 

Dr. Majali said the budget taw. 


for the first lime ever, will pro- 
vide each governorate with its 
own budget, and the ministry role 
will ^ limited to monitoring the 
aspect of the budget that con- 
cerns a particular ministry. 

Dr. Majali called for directing 
special attention to women, 
saying that women make up hotf 
the society. If this half is 
absented, he said, then half of 
society is denied participation in 
the production process. 

Dr. Majali supported a propos- 
al for setting up a fund to support 
the sports and youth movement 
ami promised to seriously discuss 
this proposal. 

At the meeting. Youth Minis- 
ter Abdullah O^idai reviewed 
the ministry’s achievements and 
stres^ the need for setting up a 
special fund to support sports and 
youth activities. 



Prime Minister Afidu! Sglaai Al Majali Sunday mecls with oflidals at the Ministiy of Youth (Petra 
photo) 



PREMIER MEETS WITH FARMERS: Prime 

Mtaiftcr AbM Salam Al MajaU Sunday reedvea in 
Us oCDoe a drlrgation repre lwa ling Cuviers from 
the Jordan VaDey. Pts er n do n at tbe meelliig 
foensed on concer ns of taiuicis and the probhnw 
they aMOUBter became of rWng produedon pekes 
and markclfaig bottknedcs that reev aunoally 
durign Ibe lale when bnacre find them- 


selves forced to sell their produce at very low prices. 
Hie dciegatloa called oo 2^. Majali to exempt them 
from latcrest ou outstanding loans and rcKfaedafe 
tb^ dcM, taking luto consforradOD their abBily to 
settle m a later date. Dr. Mijatt promised to help 
find sotuttoos to some et their problems (Petra 
photo) 


Official urges protecting Wadi Rum 


AMMAN (Pecre) — Ministiv of 
Tourism Secretaiy General Nasri 
AtaUah Sunday stressed the need 
to piDtea the touristic nature of 
Rum and decided to set up 
a special commiticc to look after 
cleanliness and public safety 
thme. 

Mr. AtaUah said that Wadi 
Rum is the only desert tourist 
area in Jordan and that increasing 
numbers of forej^ touiuis come 
to sec and experience it. 

During a tour of the area, Mr. 
Atall^ met with the board of 
directors and members of Wadi 
Rum Tourist Cooperative and 
sritb them proposals for 
promoting and reviving tourism 
m the area. 

He praised their efforts and 
programmes to promote the tour- 
urn industry and emphasised the 
ne^ to provide mooem vehicles 
to transport tourists to the va- 
rious attractions in the Wadi Rum 
village. 

Req>onding to a question on 
providing the village with elec- 
tricity, Mr. Ataliah said the 
ministry does not object to that, 
provided that cables are installed 
underground to preserve the uni- 
que status of this village. 

He noted that it would be 
better for Wadi Rum. as a beauti- 
ful touristic area, to remain as is, 
without having dectrietty pylons 



Wadi Rum’s buu<^ beauty bolds maoy a tourist in breatb- 
taUBg awe of nature’s wonders (File (tiKtio) 

and cables. the touristic environment of Petra 

Mr. Ata^h then toured Petra encouraging internal tourism, in 
and reviewed with tourism offi- addition to developing traditional 
rials there means of preserving industries. 


British firm chosen to evaluate 
RJ assets, financial status 


By a Jordan Tfanes 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A British inan- 
agemem consulting firm has 
b^n selected to conduct an 
evaluation of the assets and 
finanaal status of the national 
carrier. Royal Jordanian (RJ), 
and recommend tbe most feasi- 
ble medianism to privatise the 
airline, informed sources said 
Sunday. 

According to the sources, 
the London-based KPMG 
Managetnesi Consultams was 
chosen from among eight inter- 
national firms whi& subnitted 
offers to conduct the study 
after n^tiations on the final 
value of tbe eontraa. 

Tbe sources, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the study will focus on the 
actual value of RJ based on its 
assets and capital. 

Tbe airline bas assets with a 
book value of about S4S0 mil- 
lion, and its capital is JD 22 
millioD (S33 miilion), a ratio 
described as ridiculous by in- 
dustry experts. 

An earlier study, on the 
overall performance of the air- 
line, conducted by interoation- 
al consultants Arthur 
Andefsen, recommended that 
the cajHtal of the company be 
raised to at least 5100 million 
and that privatisation was the 
best means to address tbe mas- 
sive debt problem of tbe air- 
line. 

Tbe Arthur Andersen study 
found that the airline was a 
profitable organisation in 
lenns of operational and admi- 
nistrative aspects, bnt RJ offi- 


riaJs say the problem is tbe 
airline’s debts, estimated at 
around JD 255 million, 
accummnlaied since tbe early 
1980s. 

Servicing the debts U esti- 
mated to cost the airline be- 
tween S3S million and 540 mil- 
lion annually, not only wiping 
out its profits, but alro plung- 
ing it heavily into the red. 

Prime Minuter Abdul Salam 
Al Majali held an unpre- 
cedented in-depth meeting last 
week on the problems of die 
company and pledged that the 
government would move 
speedily to redress them 
through privatising the airline. 

"The Prime Minister said 
that the airline's problems had 
lingered enough and it was 
time they were resolved once 
for all,*’ said one of the paniri- 
panis in tbe meeting, which 
included several members of 
tbe Cabinet and senior officials 
of tbe airline. 

Dr. Majali emphasised that 
the government was deter- 
mined ID push ahead with pri- 
vatising the airline and there 
could be no turning back from 
this direction, said the official 
who anended the meeting. 

However, many senior offi- 
cials in the airline are resisting 
the idea of privatisation and 
are hoping that the move could 
be averted throu^ direct gov- 
ernment financing of tbe com- 
pany — a prospea most senior 
officials reject outright. 

"It is great to have a 
government-owned airline as a 
national symbol," said a for- 
mer official who is closely 
familar with tbe affairs of the 
airline. 


“But in ibis era of moting 
towards free-market economy 
and in view of the preoccupa- 
tion of the government vrith 
other presring economic prob- 
lems, it Is unfair to expea tbe 
governmenc to pour in tens of 
millions of dollars into an air- 
line when privatisation could 
solve the problem." 

The airline’s 5, 000-(rins em- 
ployees also fear that there 
could be massive layoft if the 
company was to be privatised 
and changed hands. 

But officials say that any 
privatisation process would de- 
finitely include a pnmrion to 
avert such massive layo% at 
least for the first few years of 
operation as a private entity. 

The precise cost of the 
KPMG study eontraa was not 
immediately available; the 
sources would only say that it 
“could be between $200,000 
and 5250,000." The study is 
expeaed to be completed in 
three to four momhs. 

According to tbe source, a 
government-appointed com- 
mittee is now looking for 
financing for the study, and it 
append that this aspea of tbe 
deal is most sensitive in official 
circles since no one was u^ing 
to comment bow and where 
the financing was being sought. 

But some officials say that in 
view of the pledge Dr. Majali 
made last week, the govern- 
ment would finance the study 
on its own. "Or they will come 
up with some melanism to 
address this problem," said an 
official. "Tbe study will not be 
stopped because of bek of 
funds." 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The foUowiag Ustio^ are compiled from monthly 
bulletins and the daily Arabic press. Readers are 
advised to verify the listed time and place with 
tbe ooneemed institutions. 


EXHttrnoNs 

' Art exkibkioD by Iraqi artist Shaker Al Shad! 
at Alia Art GaDery. 

RxhlbWoa of patethigs by 25 JordanlaB artists 
at tbe Hftttriiig Bank Complex ban. 

ExhiUtioa of paifttfnge by Jordanian artist 
Bishara Najjar at 'PAhM» Art Gallery, Amra 
Shopping Centre. The paintings depict 
■fnrda»ha.Pai*«tlBlaH heritage, Jordanian 
antjqnities, Arab Jerasalem, mral life and 
natural scenery. 

New art gallery, **Oarat Al Fttnan,** of the 


Abdul M^eed Sboaan Foandadon. Program- 
me indiides tbe permanent exhibhloo and iJie 
‘’Chair** in Jabal Lnweibddi. 

Sr Exhibition entitled ’’Rcfleetknis and Coloars** 
by artist Zdnab Abbas Mah£ at the Royal 
Cultnrd Centre. 

■ft Exhibition by Syrian artist Nadhir Isma*Il at 
RahJita Art GaOery. 

SHOWS 

■fr “The Eternal Tordh,*’ a varwcy of Circassian 
dances performances by Al-Jeel .M-Jadecd 
Chib at the dub’s premises in the Sevoith 
Clrde. _ 

LECTURES 

it Lecture entitled “The Cairns and Tombs at 
Ham** by WDUam Lancaster at tbe Friends 
of Archaedt^ Centre at 7:00 p.m. 
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What, who comes first? 

IT IS :o secret tha,, ifom die very ootset of the Arab*lsraell 
peace ;:rocess, Palesdnians had harboured fears, mainly dne 
to the complex!^' of their problem, about being left out in 
the cold as other Arab parties made progress on the other 
fracks. It was also cl^ flrtmi the banning that the 
ezdosion of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PUO) 
posed a serious and ccmiplez obstacle to achieving Palesti- 
nian nadom*’ rights through the n^odatioos. 

Thus, for the last ten rounds, the PLO leadership has 
been combining tactics to assert Its role, and has been 
accepting, even putting forward, compromise formulae that 
would allow for continued Palestinian partic^tion in the 
peace talks. 

It is rather ironic therefore that it is the Palestinians, ce 
more accurately the PLO, which is now twairiag the first 
public claim, among the Arabs, of approaching a possible 
breakthrough through back-door negotiations with Israel. 

There is no doubt that by opening n^otiatioos with the 
PLO, even in secret, the Isradi government has finally come 
to terms with the fact that the organisation is the body that 
has the final say on the future oi the Palestinians. But what 
could, under d^erent drcumstances, be an achievement for 
the Palestinian people is now raisu^ alarming questions and 
concerns not only about Palestinian national uni^ — and 
Arab solidarity — bnt also about the whole future of the 
Palestinian cause and Arab national interests. 

To start with, the failure of the PLO leadership, or those 
involved in the n^otiations, to coordinate with the other 
.^rab parties on such a cmdal issue as accepting scnne sort 
of an eariy interim arrangement to be appUed to Gaza and 
Jericho f^. could serve to imfdement a long jgtandhig 
Israeli goal of canceling any linkage between the varioos 
tracks. 

Furthermore, for any Arab party to take any drastic step, 
without coordinatioa, in such a sensitive azul a cruc^ 
process there is always a real dange* of ondermhung the 
Arab negotiating position indudir,^ iis varj own. 

There is nobody that does not hope for real progress 
towards solving the Palestiniau problem, which remains the 
core of the Israeli-Arab conflict. But the ambiguity sor- 
FoimdiDg the Gaza-Jericbo rvUon, a"or^ with the confUctin^ 
Israel and Palestinian interpretations uf the deal, b a source 
of sorious alarm. 

After all, foe Palestinians in particular, and all the Arab 
parties in genarel, have every interest m preventing any 
Isradi attempt to fragment foe Palestinian cause and the 
whole peace process. What has transpired fr^m the reported 
secret agreement so Ear does not quell sodi fears in the tight 
of repeated Israeli statements that the arrangemeots will be 
Gonfoud to establishii^ antonomy in Jcridio and Gaza 
while fotfe is no talk about complde Isradi withdrawal or 
acceptance of Palestinian sovereignty. 

The optimistic statements, m^e by some Palestinian 
ofRciab who have been promoting the tuition in ddiance of 
mounth^ Palestinian o|q>orition, suggest that foe PLO b 
hoping to estaMish a fbotbold in Jericho and the Gaza Strip 
to enable to lay tiie nodeos for a future Palestinian 
AD Israeli statements, bovrever, indicate that even if die 
PLO leadershqi was indeed allowed to set up snch an 
autiiority, Hs responsibilities could be reduced to paying the 
cost of continuing Israel control — Israd will remain control 
of security — and repress Palestinian opposition after the 
dfamai failure by to stop Palestinian 
Isradi targets. 

Nobody can ondcrestimate or Hkankat the ^mficance of 
an Isradi wiHin^iess to make toritorid compromise to 
recf^nbe foe nX) as the sole l^ltiniate representative of 
the ftlestinian people. But the recent devdopments, 
hi^ by Palestinian and foradi aoconnts, raise serious 
concern that Israd b <mly tryh^ to nse tbe nx> to andKMise 
the dd^ation to make cwcessions and to create a tran- 
sttional stage during wbicfa Palestinian resistance b qnefled 
by Palestinian aufoority. 

The question that imposes itself here b of what use the 
PLO would be to the Palestinian straggle If it b stripped 
frmn its main historical role as tbe embodiment of the 
Palestinian national aspirations — and tius a real threat that 
Palestinians and Jordanians alike should be aware of. 

It b equally painful that our brothm in tbe Palestinian 
leadership, who do not seem to take the threat to the very 
existence of the Pahstinian movement and the cause 
serionsiy, are also not taking into cmisideratioa the potootial 
grave imptications on Jordan of the Gaza-Jericho option. 

The threat of Israd using Jericho as a condnit for 
empty' •<% tbe land of its Palestinian inhabitants daring the 
interin period b real, considering tbe corrent regional 
balanct >f power. 

Hb 1 .ijesty King Hussein made it dear to foe PLO 
^haiinM yesterday that Jordan would continne to support 
and res| . the independence of the Patestiniaii dedsion, a 
prindple hat the PLO itself has always stru^ed to 
‘■it taking into consideration foe pressiires that 
. -jeo on tbe PLO leadershqi, throng political 
.foholdin financial aid, we think we have 
■Sfion! How can the Pf .f> maintain 
: iUktio.>al ..d^on if it loses Palestinian 
alienates Hs >xrab partners ? 

Pt^ons to all steps tiiat have been 
6u lui they nave to come if the people are to 
support foe xa-Jericho firsL 
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Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 


Self-perceived fear of Mam 
could act against Western interests 


FEW MONTHS ago 1 attended an intemationai nteetmg in 
Germanywhere representatives of NATO were also psesent. The 
major theme of deliberations was die new Islamic tide across the 
Arab and blamic World and means to cope with or contain it. It 
became clear at the outset that NATO is searching for a “new 
enemy’' to target after the collapse of the communM order in 
Moscow and elsewheie in Eastern Europe. The west^ defence 
alliance appears to be seeking a new laisoo d*£tre and b 
constandy searching for a frefo justification for its continued 
existence* as a collective deterrance. 

It was also made dear that Russia is far from being crossed out 
as a potential strategic foe in spite of tbe end of communism 
there. Moscow b almost a traditional enemy in view of its size and 
potential strength. There is bound to be a conflict of interest 
betvreen major states because of economic if not polfticai reasons. 
Beades, there b no sure way to tell whedier Russians will revert 
to a totalitarian form of government as its history is replete with 
such cases. 

Pel^g b East developing into a superpower in its own right and 
there b no telling when China could replace the former Soviet 
Union as, at least, a second rate superpower worthy of reckoning 
with internationally. 

Meanwhile, NATO must maintain its readiness to deal with all 
eventu^ties and the Islamic wave appeare to offer some 
immediate threat that calb for combat readiness. Against fob 
backdrop, one begins to understand foe w«tem reluctance to 
help out foe defeated Muslims in Bosnia, in ^te of the size and 
dimension of foe atrodties that were committed against them. 
Europe is amply horrified tbe thought of sering an Islamic 
base constructed in thrir immediate backyard and no matter bow 
horrific the crimes perpetrated against foie Bosnian Mustims are, 
foe old continent was not pr^iared to move militarily to stop the 
dedmation of a fledgling IsL^c state in Eur^. 

What made t^gs more difficult for foe Bosnian government, 
and may have turned the tide against it even srifoin foe Clinton 
administration, were the reports that Iran was seeking a bast for 
ftself within foe Bosnian ^ernment. Bosnian President Ahja 
Izetbegovic may have committed foe mofoer of all sins firom 
western point ^ view when unconfirmed reports suggested that 
he had signaled to the Iranian rerimc hb willingness to {day ball 


with it or even strike a strategic alliance with it in order to receive 
urgently xteeded material help. The fact that foe Bosi^ 
government was poshed into Tehran’s embrabb by Serbia's 
aggressiOD did not seem to matter very much since, from Europe's 
perspective, tbe Ir anian re^me b foe sonrce of Islamic tide across 
foe world and it must not be allowed a presence in Europe, 
whatever the cost 

By maWng foe new challenge for the West, however, 

foe western defence alliance b ibkmg fncreasing foe fortnnes of 
foe Islamic movement instead of cfipiniig its wings. Unlike foe. 
communist ideology, Islam has stronger and deeper graspoot 
sn{>port in the leiamtc and Arab World. Tbe fervoor for religiou 
may have been idle for some decades, or even centuries, but any 
attempt to malm an enemy oat of h b bound to have the counter 
effect that no amount of mOitaiy or secnrityoriented anecdotes 
can be expected to stop. 

Moderate sitting on the fringe of foe conflict with 

Mndim extremists can be expected to join foe fray on tbe ride of 
Tdam if foe wodd is not can^ in addressing the new diaflen^ 
or dangers poised tbe soealled new blamic wave, fa thb vein, 
neither Algerb nor Egypt can be ex{) e ct e d to succeed in dealing a 
deafo blow to Muriim extremists even by foe style of combm 
chosen by thi^ states for tins purpose. Other Arab and blamic 
coontries can also be-expected to face «»milar experiences if they 
do not opt for a more enfightened approach to foe new 
phenomenon. nature of Islam b sndi that a strictly militaiy or 

security oriented ^jproach against it would only add to its 
strengri^ and acceptance on a wider scale. 

Historically q[>eakiDg, b\am became stronger when it was 
treated as an ardienemy by the existing intornatio^ order, blam 

built its own empire and attained foe status of a superpower as a 
(firecC consequence of the and dangers put at its door 

steps. If it turned out to be true that NATO views Mam as a real 
thwart, then it may be unsuspecting lending an uM&ect support 
to its gaining new power. Tlie hnndr^ of millions of si^t 
moderate MnsSms may be drawn into the battlefield against their 
will if their leUgion b made the target of the new inteniaiioDai 
onfer. World Indm are invited to accord the recent blambation 
process a deepe r tfaon^it 


media 



M. KAHIL 


Israel ‘has cheinic^ 
weapons arsenal ^ 

j in delivering non<oaventioi!ri 
ISRAEL HAS been pr^ucmg long cfista^ 

chemical weapons rincc the mio- stockpiled foe ^ 


19605 and now has a large stock- 
mle, according to the Russian 
Foreign Intelligence Service 

. u ^ 

The disclosure is bonnd to 
embarrass Israel, which has b^n 
pressing Arab states to abandon 
their chemical weapons program- 
mes ?nd udiirii in January signed 
tbe Chemical Weapons Conren- 


modem mbsfle poten^ m! 

Near and Middle East regpgt,^^. 

says foe report. 
iodnde the 480 kilometre 
1, which was first depjoyeda^ • 
20 years ago; and tiie.,^0'' 
kilometre range Jericho 2,^of <1^ 
over 100 were deployed m the 
1977-1981 period. 


177-1981 penoa. , . _ 

— The 1,300 kilometre Jerrfioffi 

5”' ^ of has been sueces^y 


tion, stockpiling and use 

*”^I^^report, “The Prolif- 
eration of Weapons of Mass 
traction," released earlier this 
year, flaty declares: “Israel has a 
store of aemical weapons of its 
QiTO manufruture." 

It explains: “The development 
of chemical weapons in Israel 
began in the mid-1960s (and)_ at 


“as a result, Israel’s .maiae 
potential fiilty covers foeiregoB- 
al) boundaries." 

The re{»rt describes .btadY 
successful launches of satettbesin 
1989-1^ by its own Sharit rodc- 
et as “a qualitative ie«^ -frx-- 
ward”. The Shavit “oouJisro 
to deliver a small nudear war^ 
head a distance of over 4,500 
kilometres”, says the RFIS, 


foepresent time Israel is capable g^ding; ‘The piarameteis deb^ 
of producing toxic substances of jj^ned in the original derign tier- gr' 
aU tunes. includniB nerve-paralys- ^le develooraent of foe 9»- ■ 


all types, i^udmg nerve-paralys 
ing, blister-producing and tem- 
porarily incapacitating subst- 
ances.” 

The RFIS report notes that 
“large scale research (in foe in- 
terests of military dc{>artnients) is 
unceasing in Israel in the sphere 
of foe sjmfoesb of new physiolo- 
rically active substances. ' 

Israel is one of 142 states which 
have signed the Chemical 
Weapons Convention. Most 
Arab states have declined to sign, 
argning that they shoitid not be 
expected to limit their military 
Qfptions so long as Israel has 
atomic iveapons and refuses to 
sign tiie Nudear Non-Prolifera- 
tion Treaty. 

Sgnatories to tbe Chemical 
Weapons Convention are 
grooped into a series of regional 
cancQses. ktael has been pressiag 
to join the w este r n Europe^- 
grouping. Western diplomatic 
sources say that thm b consider- 
able Tcristance by group mem- 
bers. Li part, fob is because 
Israel b in the ^£ddle East, and 
not Europe. Also, however, it 
reflects concern ab^ the sincer- 
ity of Israel's renimdation of che- 
mical weapons. 

The RFIS report confirms the 
open secret tiiat Israel has a large 
nuclear stodcjnle of *1hom 100 to 


mit tbe develoj^ent 
vii, increasing its range- to 7,000 
kilometres.” 


**Tbe RFIS report 
confirms the opeBsec~ 
ret that Israd has a 
]ar^ nuclear stOf^pSe 
of ‘from 100 to ^ 
weapons \ Tbe pro- 
duction fiicfirfieg irere 
developed mair^ with 
help from Francey 
aft&oiigfr some eepup- m 
ment and materials , 
were obtmned iZficttty 
Id £be United StateSf 
Britain, France mrd 
■ Germany. ” 


Israel b also developing its own 
sea-launched cruise missiles, says 
the report, noting that: -“The 
American Tomahawk sea-Iann- 
cbed cniise missiles, which could 
enable the Israeli navy in the East 
Mediterranean to approach the 
level of armament of certain 


200 weaponsi”-,Thei prodoctionfrJJ^'FO m^pibers (Turkey, 
faetli riftc .were, dauelnped ;mainly.. .6jtoece^,..^4^ bren t^en as foe 
wiifa help from France, alfoou^ model.'” 


some -fqitt pme nt - and- materiak 
were obtained Dlidtiy in the Un- 
it^ States, Britain, France and 
Germany, says the report. It 
notes that effbns are nnder way 
to create improved nnclear 
weapons incorporating “modr 
ificatiions with increased radiation 
and accelerated nudear reac- 
tion." 

The report adds; “Tel Aviv’s 
interest in tbe development of 
tbermoDudear weapons cannot 
be ruled ooL” 

Tbe RFIS also stresses that foe 
Israelb would have no difficulty 


, ...The RFISsays that it has "no 
'(firecc evidence" of an Israeli 
biological weapons programme. 
It notes, hb^vever. the exbteooe 
of “a programme of biolog^. 
research of a general nature in 
which elements of a miStaxy- 
applied purpose are present 
...SpedficaJIy, Israeli rescanfo 
oratres are co-operating dosefF' 
with top American military labor- 
atories wathin the framework of 
foe U.S. Defence Department 
progrmnine for protection gainst 
biological weapons" — Conndl 
for foe Advancement of Arab 
Understanding, LondoiL 


Thais still seek 
culprits behind 
southern violence 


BANGKOK — Nearly one 
month after an arson attack on 34 
scfaoob set off a chain of violence 
in Thailand's southern Muslim- 
dominated provinces, Thab are 
still at odds over who b to blame. 

The violenoe has so far daimed 
six tives and wounded dozens in 
Pattani, Satun, Yala and Naratfai- 
wat provinces. It inclnded the 
ambush of an army engineering 
onit and an attack on a train in 
which a girl was killed. 

From foe very be^nning foe 
army blamed the July 31 arson 
atta^ and each subsequent inci- 
dent on sphnter Muslim groups 
trying to breathe life into a wan- 
ing separatist movement. 

But many in the government 
and local p^ple in tiie provinces 
deny that religions fervour is foe, 
motivation. They suggest that db-' 
gnmtled former leaders might be 
invoived in an attempt to des- 
tabilise foe coalition government 
of Oman Leekpai. 

Political analysts said Mr. 
Oman would have to resolve the 
IHoblem fost or risk permanent 
political damage. He will cut 
foort a visit to Qiina thb week, 
apparently to deal with foe issue. 

“Tlie government might have 
mana^d to muddle through a 
long IM of other problems during 
its nearly one year in office." said 
foe Bangkok Post in an editorial 
on Sunday. 

“But it call ill afford to tiy 
muddling through tbe formidable 
security challenge in foe de^ 
south because its own stability as 
much as its credibility in foe eyes' 
of the public is further eroded by 


By Sonya Hepinstall 
Reuters 

every new tenorist attack." 

Although the goremment has 
yet to dedare a state of emergen- 
cy or impore a cuifew in tbe 
south, all-primary sdioob in Fat- 
tani, Yala and Nar^iwat vriU 
dose for nearly foiee weeks while 
foe investigation continues. 

Tbe first issue b foe identity of 
the attackers. 

The military says a foction of 
younger members of an old guer- 
riUa group, foe Pattani United 
Liberation Organisation 
(PULO), may be attempting to 
stoke up separatist sentiments. 
They say PULO may be unhappy 
that resistance seems to be wan- 
ing due to tbe Qioan govern- 
ment’s commitment to improving 
Muslims' religious freedoms in 
thb mainly Buddhist oountty. 

In the 1970s and '80s PULO 
sabotaged government offices, 
railways and railway stations to 
back demands for autonomy for 
southern Thai provinoes border- 
ing Muslim Malaysia. 

“Tbe fourth army region (in 
foe south) has been engaging in a 
discussion with a part of that 
leadership, a moderate one, an 
ageing one,” Deputy Foreign 
A&ibter Surin Pitsuwan said re- 
cently, explaining foe army’s 
ration^e. 

“There are some elements in 
that movement who might not be 
too enthusiastic about entering 
into discustion, ne^tiation, a 
compromise. They just want to 
create an issue, to show a flag, 
*we*re still here'," said Mr. Sunn, 
himself a Muslim from tbe south 
uiio was educated in foe United 


States. 

Sunday oewspapeis said fri- 
terior Miaister Chavalit Yoi^' 
cbaiyiidb was planning to vitit 
Kuala Lumpur soon to ask for 
Malaysia’s help whh tbe problem. 
They said be might seek its coop- 
eration for attacks on suspected 
rebel bases on foe Malaysian side 
of tbe border. 

But local people, as wdl as 
government officxab at all levek, 
Muslim leaders and academics, 
believe tbe separatist story b not 
true. 

T don’t believe tbe separatists 
would bare foe capacity to do a 
job like that,” said Hama 
Tobming, a member of tbe Patta- 
ni provincial Islamic committee. 

“Why would me m bers of foe 
movement tr^g to win over the 
hearts and minds of tbe local 
Muslim population - bum dim 
sdiools indiscrimmately, includ- 
ing learning places for young 
Muslims?" he said. 

Some ray former members of 
govenunem, possibiy including 
generab who staged a coup in 
1991 but were ousted a year later, 
plwed a role in ^ inddents. 

Others beli^ the truth may 
lie some^foere in between. 

"The way kt which tbe event 
was orc h est ra ted, carried out ..." 
said Mr. Surin. ■ ‘Tfairty-fonr 
schools in fonr {Movinces, and not 
one bit of news, of inteUi^nce, 
leaked out? “That’s more foan 
juA usual , more than just a sqiar- 
atist ^up, and probably more 
than just certain elements of the 
bureaucracy " be said. “It’s not 
too fei-fetciied that bofo of them 
could be together.” 


Arafat sparks economic boom 
in sleepy W. Bank oasis 


By Barry Parker 

AgCTce France Pnsse 


Mohammad Halayka, who 
heads foe group in Jericho, has 
nmw seen anything Uke it. The 
15,000 inhabitants are suddenly 
the envy of the more than one 
million Palestinians on foe West 
Bank. 

He said the money was for new 
factories, to develop tourist spots 
or renovate existing fodiities. 

The lowest town on earth set 
250 metres below sea level 
Jmebo, once gifted to Oeopatra 


Jordanian control. 

“I was perhaps the first s^tier jg 
and I will mnbabtv be rile 1^'* ^ 


JERICHO. Occupied West Bank 
— PLO Qiainnan Yasser Ara- 
fatfs bid to turn thds sleepy 
which daims to be foe oldest 
town in foe world, into foe pre- 
ODisor of a Palestinian state has 
ignited an economic boom. 

Tbe price of land has doubled 
in foe last month following Mr. 

Arafat's call for l^el to with- 

itaw &!t from tWs West Bank '-'eppaira to see me about buyiim meoot 

site and turn It over to the Pales- abetter price than^ place is’ 

tme_Ub^on Organisation. siteSte 


will jnobably be. foie 1^' 
said Mr. David who lives iqi 
Vexed Jericho, fhe nearest JpwiOT 
settlement. "• 

“I do not hate Ar^is, ^tl^ 
contrary, but if they take cbdtibi 
of the town I will be forced to 
leave because 1 do not belong in 
tbeii world. 

'Many Palestinians have come 


"The Jericho first option pre- 
sents a unique chance to invest," 
said businessman Ahmad Seif. 

“fri another year property and 
land prices will be out of reach,” 
predicted foe 30-year-old. the 
cost of 1,(X)0 square metres has 
soared from $10,000 to $21,()00. 

Jericho, a brilliant splash of 
lush green palm fruit trees on 
tbe edge of foe Judean desert, 
became a virtual ^lost town as 
Tccepitm struck in foe wake of 
tiie intifada or upriring against 
Israeli occu{»tion, ufoidi erunted 
in 1987. 

Once a popular destination for 
tourists, most of the restaurants 
and hotels closed down, de^te 
being the only crossing point into 
Jordu. 

But foe “Winter Palace” Hotel 
is now undergoing renovations as 
are numerous stops and guest- 
houses amid hopes that tbe rich 
Palestinians who once flocked for 
foe winter sun wflj soon be back. 

Reports that Israel and the 
PLO are secretly negotiating a 
deal for foe Palestinians to take 
diazge of Jericho and tbe Gaza 
Strip, bavej^ a bun in the air. 

About 20 businessmen hare 
already obtained loans worth $2 
million to invest in Jericho from 
foe Economic. Development 
Group, a Palestmian frmd for 
small ^rojecte in .the oeeu{^ 
territories. 


anaent settiement around 7 non 
B.C. * 

Tbe Bible records bow foe 
frml^ captured the town in 
1200 BC when priests’ trumpets 
destroyed the walls and within a 
<^le of Idlometies Ue foe tradi- 
tond site of tiie baptism of Jesus 
m the Jordan River and the 
Mount of Temptation 
-Zo^ Dwd, one of very few 
Israelis workmg in Jericho, stands 
to make a fortune. 

He has the Chez Zohar cafe 
and a vme grove at the entrance 
to the ^ since 1967, when 
Israel seized the West Bank from 


perfect site op foe 
road between Amman anri Jeru- 
salem.'' ■ ■■ 

fejai Abdo, manager.' .of 
Hisbam Palace Hotel, wants _to- 
SM something concrete fa^^pen 
carried awsty. - 
We expect the recesskm 
end ^ hope to see better tim^ 
but little h^ changed wi 
moaned. 

*‘We have started 
but not on a grand s«Ta l g 
yto do not have the moi 
mv^ after so many lean 
f“sm^ virtually eround-: 

Jj^t ®fter 1967. Propertya 

dealers are the only oiws 
money so far,” Mr. Abdo 
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Troy treasure 
hoard sparks 
international dispute 


Kid from death row lives to tell a tale 


By Karl Md«r 


By Sophie Pons 


W - A creasurc 

; be^ved to have belonged 

Jericht, ®f Troy is at The 

? Mntre of a growing mtcmational 

lod/'^r dispute between governments 

•oineir., ®"5 museums vying with each 

essfuu;^ o'her » get their hands on it. 

' ^sraVi!*^ fabulous collection of 

'' { 8®*ns. unearthed by German 

H MchaeoJogisi Heinrich 

^®scrik- &hhcmann when he discovered 

'Chesftf^ I'. , andent dty in the 

has been in dispute 
Hilaiiv^ S**? “ ^ *he Russian 

.mail returned to the spotlight at 

>ce *he year when it was 

sav ' rediscovered in the vaults of a 

Q «l)t| Moscow museum, where it had 
jiit- unnoticed for decades, 
mm ^ authorities have 

»8®j" thrust its fate imo 
® Is- question, this time by announcing 

that it win be exhibited in Russia 
before it is shown an>'where else. 
^ “This unique collection must 
be returned to the world, but its 
first exhiUtion will take place in 
#ll J^ussia, then Greece, then Tur- 

^Opej^ key imd other countries.” said 

L Russian Culture Minister 

Jear ^ Yevgeny Sidorov. 

The statement has caused some 
^ ’00 ig: consternation internationally. 

tl '■ Not least in Athens, where the 
ft, Greek government had 

^ announced that it would host the 
a Oiajolf^ world premiere of the exhibition. 
QQj n’ 'Hie Bonn government has also 
^fair expressed some surprise. Bonn 

^OSle dfe has disputed the ownership of the 

Jd awu \ colleaion, bequeathed to it in 

!^ornA#i » Sdiliemann's family, ever 

Qe since the Soviets stole it.* 

'Sited S(( . Uast but not least, Ankara has 

„ ^ that Schliemaon smuggled out of 

Turkish territory — the site of 
andent Troy — into Greece. 

" The collection — some 9,000 

items, induding necklaces, di- 
odevelopK^ amonds, gtrid and silver table- 

cniise DBE .ware, dishes, shields and other 
noting Qe ^1*6 military equipment, unear* 

omaha^iis by S^iemann in 1873 

li&siles «in has never before been shown in 

aelinauuj ' one cxhibitiOT. 
n to Mar Russian omaals only recently 
iiamemT ! ’ the treasures, ^ 

iT.hers IT heved by experts to be lost for 

lie o''®r after they disappeared from 

f Deep tate . 3 ^^,.^, 

ueuush..-.. hi their possession. 

saysihaUu Pushkin Museum, which 

ice 01 a announced chat it had the coUec- 
tion at the start of the year, said it 
, had not even known that the 
imme of te collection was in Russia, and said 
a genera] e {t ^,as amazed by the discovery. 
;nis of ! E ^ For years, “only one spedaiist 
pose art s. had access to these items, Rus* 
y. Israeh &> ^sian experts have only known 
:o-opei^u *about their existence for a few 
;hcan mil^- days," said the museum’s curator 

1 [he huer: Irina Antonova. 


ru 

^«ars&nit 

\i00^. 

a 

"aeflftfe; 
dmaiaiy* 
om pL. 


To further complicaie any 
plans to exhibit the gems, Ms. 
Antonova told AFP that they 
could not be shown for at least 
y®*^. as a full inventory of 
each item had firit to ^ drawn 
up. 

Athens apparently has other 
plans. At the end of September a 
Greek delegation is due to ams'e 
to seek permission to transport 
the colleaion to Athens, w^re 
they want to exhibit it in the 
palaM of Troy a vast' neo- 
dassical centre conslnicied by 
Schlictnann. 


“The collection — 
some 9,000 items, 
including neck- 
laces, diamonds, 
gold and silver 
tabieware, dishes, 
sbieids and other 
rare miiitary 
equipment, unear- 
t b e d by 
Schliemann in 
1873 — bas never 
before been shown 
in one eTchibition.” 


'They are basing ibeir plans on 
a promise allegedly made by Rus* 
Sian Preudent Boris Yeltsin dur- 
ing an official visit to the Greek 
capital in June. That that promise 
is to be honoured seems.doubtful. 

*The age of the collection itself 
has also oime back imo question. 

“The pieces have been dated to 
around the year 3,000 B.C.. that 
is about 1,200 years after the era 
of Priam, Troy and Homer,” 
according to the Russian Culture 
Ministry died by the Journal 
Literaioumaya Gazeta. 

In one bid to help settle the 
matter, an international 
archeological expedition which is 
ctnrently working at Troy has 
recently offered to help the Push- 
kin Museum, according to the 
Gazeta. 

In another development, which 
may shed some light on the mat- 
ter, Russia is planning an interna- 
tional conference on the life and 
work of Heinrich Schliemann, 
dismissed by his contemporaries 
as an amateur. 


FOR THE young men on death 
row, Friday nights were a time of 
drc^. “If they said you would go 
Outside the next day, your hands 
would start shaking," said Kiki 
Francis. 

Executions were often carried 
out on Saturday, and when in- 
mates were ted outside they did 
not know if it was to be for some 
fresh air or if it was to be ihcir last 
breath. Those on death row were 
allowed five minutes of sun each 
day. 

Death row at Nigeria's noto- 
rious Kirikiri Maximum Security 
OTSon in Lagos was home to Mr. 
Frands, 23, for four years after 
being convicted on charges of 
armed robbery allegedly commit- 
ted in 1984 when he wsis 14 years 
old. 'Die military deace under 
which' Mr. Fruncts was conviaed 
barred the right of appeal. In 
August 1990, the then military 
governor of Lagus, Colonel Raji 
Rasaki, announced he intended 
10 exccuie Mr, Francis and 11 
Other youdts who became known 
as die “kid robbers". But on the 
day the execution was 10 be car- 
ried out a human rights group 
obtained a court order slopping 
it. 

Three months later the Cam- 
paign for the Defence of Human 
Rights (CDHR). led by Beko 
Ransome-Kuti. obtained n court 
order suspending the executions. 
“Beko and the human rights 
groups got u court order to stop 
the execution on the clay it was to 
be carried out." said Mr. Francis. 

The govcniment maintained 
that the "lud robbers" could be 
executed because 11 of the 12 
youths were over the age of 17 
when they allegedly committed 
the crime. The Nigerian legal 
system regards anyone below the 
age of 17 as a minor and not 
subject to execution. Human 
rights groups, such as the CDHR 
ai^ the Civil Liberties Organisa- 
tion, argued that the authorities 
had never permitted a medical 
examination to determine their 
true ages. 

On ^ristmos Eve 1990, one of 
the youths, Mohammad Ibrahim, 
died on death row of chronic 
pulmonary tuberculosis, an ill- 
ness that runs rampant in Kirikiri. 
Another youth initially arrested 
with the group, Bello Dan Musa, 
died in 1984 of unknown causes. 
There were up to six inmates 
eating, sleeping and relieving 
themselves in a 4fi by 6ftceli. which 
was damp and full q^ mo$quitoes^^ 
"No make for man be that pris- 
on,” Mr, Francis said. "It suit 
you just die." 

Hms evidence against Mr. Fran- 
cis and the surviving 1 1 boys was 
thin, lliey had been picked up in 
a police swoop after a wealthy 
woman in the Ikorodu market 
area reported a robbery, 'The 
assailants allegedly carried a gun 
and cutlasses. She accused her 
two houseboys of involvement, 
and they, in turn, rode around 


with the (^ndoihes police point- 
ing out neighbourhoods of im- 
migrants from the republic of 
Benin and the Nigerian border 
town of BadagT)'. 'Hie houseboys 
had said the ol^r robbers spoke 
"egun", the most common lan- 
guage in Badagry. The bulk of 
these immigrants arc ri&hcnnen 
living along the lagoons that di- 
vide Lagos up into three islands 
sec off from the muintand. Its 
name, whidi means “lakes", was 
given it by the caiiy Ponuguesc 
explorers. 

Many fishermen came to 
purchase pirogues, the chick 
wooden canoes carved from a 
single tree trunk that ply the 
countless lakes, rivers and coastal 
waters throu^out Africa, llie 
woodlands of southern Benin arc ■ 
badly depleted, and fishermen 
near the larder on Lake Nokoue, 
known as the Tofinu or "water 
people", are suffering from over- 
crowding at Ganvie, their lake 
village on stilts. For them, Niger- 
ia is a land of opporninicy. Near 
the Lagos mainland fish farms, 
consisting of tree branch arid 
bush cuttings planted into the 
shallow waters, cover the area. 

Mr. Francis lived in one such 
fishing village near the Obalende 
market area of Ikoyi island. He 
was a Catholic catechist who 
spent his days walking along san- 
dy pathways through 3 maze of 
cardboard and wooden huts 
spreading the word of Cod. 

The police came at 7:30 p.m. 
on 17 SqKember 1984. Mr. Fran- 
cis was on his way to visit his local 
priest, Emmanuel Babatunde, 
when he was stopped at the gap in 
the cement barrier wall where 
people can sprint acrofi» the high- 
way into the city. 'Two piainc- 
loines policemen, accompanied 
by the two young housebo)^, told 
him to sit down in the sand and 
wait. Then they kicked him. 

Soon afterwards, Awuji Rodie 
and Oluwoie Jifrey walked by 
and were told to do the same. All 
three were bundled into the back 
of a station-wagon and driven to 
Ikorodu police station. The cells 
were filled with poor young 
Hausa men who came from 
northern Nigeria and ended up 
roaming the streets of Lagos. Mr. 
Francis was released after three 
days! after paying a 200 naira 
(£S.S0) fine and promising to 
repon 10 the police. 

Two weeks later the police 
returned 10 arrest him and be was 
sent to Kirikiri. Mr. Francis and 
the other youths were convicted 
only in 19^ and in controversial 
circumstances. Their arrest took 
place at a time when the miiitary 
government of General Muham- 
madu Buhari had launched a 
tough campaign against violent 
crime. Decree S of 1984, which set 
up the Robbery and Firearms 
Tribunal and under which they 
were tried, provided for no 
ai^ieal. 


Tokyo — where streets have no names 


By Setb Siitd 

The Associated Press 

TOKYO — Many streets in 
Tokyo have no name. The house 
numbers aren’t in order. Veteran 
taxi drivers get lost. 

These are mean streets for a 
30-minute pizza delivery guaran- 
tee. 

It’s taken tactical reconnaiss- 
ance and a unique zoning system, 
o' but Ernie Higa is delivering the 
«go^ — sometimes to customers 
^ who order a pizza just to see if the 
pbza man can find them. 

Domino’s pizza isn't the first to 
be baffled by the Tokyo street 
system — if you can call it that. 
Some say the chaos is a charming 
relic of the jostling city’s origins 
as a sprawling collection of vil- 
lages. Others, like Mr. Higa. say 
it's a public nuisance. 

“There’s no rhyme or reason to 
how the streets were laid out," 
laments Mr. Higa, president of 
the company that runs 102 Domi- 
no’s in Japan under license from 
the American parent. 

"Tokyo is supposed to be one 


of the most sophisticated cities in 
the world, but you have 10 find 
your way by gut feeling.” 

Restaurants and shops in hard- 
to-reach places rely on maps on 
Che back of their business cards 
and advertisements to guide cus- 
tomers. 

For them, the arrival of the fax 
machine was a great boon. Now 
most Tokyoites who live or work 
in back streets keep “seisumei 
chizu” (explanation maps) next 
to their fax machines, ready to 
send 0 ^ 10 the next potential 
visitor. 

Tokyo's innate confusion re- 
sults mainly from the haphazard 
way city was rebuilt after it 
was flattened by a colossal earth- 

3 nake in 1^ and by firebombing 
uriog World War n. 

Most buildings were thrown up 
in a hurry, with minimal govern- 
ment guidance, along ro^ laid 
our daring feudal times. Some 
historians say the road patterns 
were made intentionally confus- 
ing to thwart direct attacks on the 
imperial palace, at the heart of the 
dty. 


“Tokyo," mused French liter- 
ary scholar Roland Barthes, “re- 
minds us that the rational is mere- 
ly one system among others." 

Many other Japanese dties 
were planned more carefully, 
aithou^ the practice of naming 
streets other than major thor- 
oughfares has not generally 
caught on in Japan. 

Instead, dties are broken into 
n^hbourhood-size districts and 
divided into numbered sub- 
districts of several blocks each. 
Without a detailed map, howev- 
er, there's no telling in whidi 
direction any district lies. 

And buildings are not num- 
bered sequentially, but in the 
order built. Thai means house 
No. 13 could be between No. 3 
and No. 4. 

When he started his business, 
Mr. Higa worried less about get- 
ting lost in Japan’s myriad busi- 
ness regulations than about just 
plain getting lost. 

His partners warned he’d never 
make good on Domino’s 3(V 
minute delivery guarantee. 

But Mr. Higa oeWsed a system 


to help his scooter-straddling de- 
livery squads get pizzas to their 
customers on time. 

Each store has enlarged maps 
of its delivery area pasted on the 
wall, showing specific addresses 
and the names of most residents. 
Each area is limited to bow far a 
scooter can go in seven minutes 
during rush hour. 

Markers on the maps show 
where upcoming deliveries have 
to go, so returning drivers can 
pick up their next pina. quickly 
visualise their goal, and bead 
ri^t back out. 

"People used to order friztas 
just to see if we would get it there 
in time," Mr. Higa said in an 
interview. “After all, everybody 
gets lost here." 

But some Japanese daim that a 
hidden order lurks beneath 
Tokyo’s chaos. 

“The sense of order wc’rc 
trying to build up here is different 
than in the West," says Kisho 
Kurokawa, a prominent 
arcbitca. "We’ve been trying to 
find order without order." 







Gen. Buhari was overthrown 
on 27 Aug. 1985, by Nigeria's 
current miiitary president. 
General Ibrahim Babangida, but 
the executions continis^. The 
Gvii Liberties Organisation esii' 
mated there were at least 120 
executions in 1990. 

'Their court case, presided over 
by one of Nigeria's toughest 
judges. Modnod Ohibani, was 
riddled with problems. “The 
whole trial was fiill of procedural 
irregularities and oven bias 
against the convicts ...I have no 
doubt in my mind that if this ease 
were 10 come before an appellate 
court, it would succeed, die con- 
viction would be overturned and 
a verdict of acquittal substi- 
tuied,” Bayo Manuw^, the Lagos 
state director of public prosecu- 


tions, wrote to Col. Rasaki in 
1988. "It b therefore my consi- 
dered recoffiffiendation that the 
military governor be advised to 
disallow (his conv'iction and order 
the immediate release of the con- 
victs from custody." 

Two years later, bowrver. Col. 
Rasaki ranfirmed that the execu- 
tions would go ahead, but the 
human rights groups intervened 
with the court injunction. “Sleep 
and pray were the only things to 
do," said .Mr. Francis, “I had 
already lost hope." 

Politics iniervened in the form 
of an elected state governor, 
Michael Oiedola. and the depar- 
ture of Col. Rasaki. Mr. Otedo- 
la’s decision to pardon the “kid 
robbers" was a popular one, 
especially at Mr. Francis' village. 


“This boy was a teacher for us. 
He would come around with his 
Bible and we lud prayers every 
day," said Richard Ghenu, a dis- 
tant uncle. “He was gone so long 
but now w*e are strong again 
having him back.” 

Since his release in January, 
however, Mr. Francis has only 
been back at weekends. The Peo- 
ple’s Bank, a government institu- 
tion that provides low-interest 
loans 10 the poor, awarded each 
of the freed “idd robbers" 10,000 
naira to set up their own trade. 
Mr. Francis has gone to Badagry 
to sell gan, the manioc-based 
staple porridge, and rice. Busi- 
ness is bad because of rampant 
innation, now running at over 100 
per cent a year. But Mr. Francis 


said his prison experience con- 
vinced him that he should leave 
Lagos. Rents are high. too. 

The human rights groups that 
launched the campaign on behalf 
of the “kid robben" he views as 
saviours. ''Without Beko and the 
CLO. we were lost," he said. 
Ironically, today Dr. Ransome- 
Kuri is in jail facing charges of 
sedition and conspiracy b^ause 
of his role in organising pro- 
democracy rallies this month in 
Lagos. 

Mr. Francis will always be 
suspicious of the government. He 
was not even sure if he should 
accept the loan. “1 fear that if I 
do not repay it. the police will 
came back for me.” he said — 
'The Independent. 
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Gloomy times ahead for these Nigerian boys in a slum 


Japan harnesses high-tech 
to automate buildings 




Tokyo streets 


_anigbliiiare for some, order without order for others (File photo) 


By Sebastian Moffett 

Reuter 

TOKYO — Another skyscraper 
rolling off the old assembly line? 

Could be. Japanese builders 
are automating the oonsirvsction 
process in a bid to boost efficien- 
cy, improve safety and reduce the 
need for labourers. 

On the site of a nearly com- 
pleted building by Obayashi 
Corpr workers sit watching prog- 
ress on TV screens and monitor- 
ing robots. 

The nearest most come 10 
manual labour is pressing buttons 
and pulling levers on machine 
controls. 

"On a normal building you 
need lots of skilled workers, but 
here wc have machine oper- 
ators,’’ said Teruo Okawa, gener- 
al manager of Obayashi’s Con- 
struction Engineering Depart- 
ment. 

The crucial element is a box- 
like construction faaory that sits 
on top of the emerging building, 
and edges skyward like a giant 
plant at the rate of one storey a 
week. 

Obayashi says its automated 
construction system cuts the num- 
ber of on-site workers to a sixth 
of the usual. 

Pan of the trick is to prepare 
component parts off-siie, then get 
machines to assemble them at the 
building site. 

Components are moved using 
automatic lifts. Giant vacuum 
suckers stick to floor panels and 
hoist them into |riace. welding 
robots on circular tracks seal 
beam sections. 

Another builder, Taisei Coip. 
has developed a system consisting 
of a covered platform that sits 
atop the building’s central core. 
The platform is raised using a 
powerful jack. Crane operators 
can build the outer sections 0 / the 
building six floors below. 

Taisei aims to reduce, not eli- 
minate, on-site workers, ii can 
build a floor in three days, com- 
pared with five or six for normal 
methods. 


However, the companies admit 
there are limitations. 

Mass production means there 
cannot Im much variation from 
floor to floor. And to justify the 
time and expense of setting up 
the system, a building needs to be 
around 20 storeys high or more. 
Demand for this class of building 
has been hard hit by the econo- 
mic downturn. 

With the systems still in their 
infancy, the compam'es will not 
predia how economical they will 
be in the future. 

But while they may not yet be 
about to save emstrucrion oo/n- 
panics enormous sums of money, 
they should at least brighten the 
industry’s image, construction in- 
dustry officials said. 

This will please young 
Japanese workers, who have 
been less than enthusiastic about 
joining the industry, with its im- 
age of danger, din and low 
wages. 

*ne projects, which several of 
Japan’s biggest construction 
groups axe working on, began in 
the late 1980s when the economy 
was roaring and was in the grips 
of a severe labour shortage. 

Labour became a sellers' mar- 
ket, and young Japanese spurned 
manual labour in flavour of smar- 
ter office jobs. Though in a brief 
respite now, the labour shortage 
is expected to worsen later this 
decade after the number of new 
graduates peaks. 

Obayashi estimates that 
Japanese construction sees 1,(X)0 
deaths and 30.000 injuries each 
year — another factor adding to 
the industry's negative image 
among potential employees. 

Having fewer on-site workers 
lessens risks, as does the working 
environment in (he box-like fac- 
tory — the maximum distance 
one can fall is just three metres. 

"Initially these (^siemsj tend 
to be a bit gimmicky as it is very 
difficult to automate construction 
processes," said Mark Brown, 
senior construction analyst at 
Barclays de Zoete Wedd. 

But he added: “In the long 


term it makes sense that R and D 
(research and development) 
should be going on in this area. In 
the long run there is going to be a 
labour shortage.” 

As well as putting off potential 
employees, accidents also make 
customers queasy, as they feel a 
labourer's death taints a new 
building. 

“No one likes someone dying 
(while) putting up their build- 


ing," said Obayashi's Okawa. 

But more than this, customers 
like the precision that an auto- 
mated site gives. 

Days off for bad weather mean 
most builders have to factor sea- 
son and geography into their 
forecasts of building time. But 
with a roof-covered system work 
continues whatever the weather, 
and a customer's schedule is more 
easily met. 
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Economy 



EC chief 

wants 

world 


economic 

body 



LORIHNT, France (R) — Euro- 
pean Community (EC) chief Jac- 
ques Dejors called Sunday for an 
umbrella international organisa- 
tion — an economic security 
council — to be set up to watch 
over the world economy. 

. Mr. Delors, preddent of the 
£Cs executive commission, told 
a seminar in this Frendi Brittany 
port existing world organisations 
^lad failed to respond to the chal- 
lenge of modem economic inter- 
dependence. 

.He also said the EC was a 
/'house in danger" and needed 
hew impetus to spur moves to 
.^eater European union. 

International bodies dealt with 
thier own sector witiiont a global 
view of monetary, financial, 
trade, social and environmental 
problems., while the much 
vaunted summits of Group of 
Sbven top industrial nations were 
"a mountain that gave birth 
to a mouse.” 

. . "This is why i fevour setting up 
an' economic security councii 
that, without substituting'eTistuig 
bodies, would regularly take 
stock of the world economy with- 
out neglecting any of its para- 
metres," he said. 

. Mr. Delors said the proposed 
watcbdc^ should include the Un- 


Jacques Delors 


humanity,” he said. 

Mr. Delors was delivering the 
ck^ng speech at a seminar on 
“the planet village” organised by 
Qub Temoins (witnesses club), a 
groop he founded with French 
sod^t politicians. 

Following Europe's recent cur- 
rency crisis and failure to adppt a 
decisive joint approach on 
Yugoslavia, Mr. Delors called the 
EC "a house in danger.” 

He blamed setbacks on the lack 
of economic convergence and 
^litical will to forge ahead with 


European union and compared 
the ECs common foreign policy 


hed States. Jaran, the European 
Community, C^na, Russia, and 


the beads of African, Asian, Pad- 
fic and Latin American regional . 
organisations. 

They would gather with repre- 
sentatives of major economic 
bodies such as the International 
Monetary Fund, the General 
Agreement on Tari% and Trade 
and World Bank. 

'This counril would recom- 
mend pclides to cut imbalance 
affecting parts of wortd economy 
and respcmd to challenges orudal 
for the progress or survival of 


with a grand piix car running with 
a small engine. 

“Why try to hide it? If we stick 
to tfas course... there will be no 
single currency.” he emphasised. 

“Behind this short-si^itedness 
probably lies the lack of a strong 
political will to press ahead with 
me only collective scheme that 
will allow Europe to turn its back 
on <^line and loss of world 
influence,” he said. 

The danger was so obvious, he 
said, that heads of state and 
government should be jolted into 
action at the forthcoming 
emergency EC summit, and sup- 
porters of political union must be 
prepared to do battle for a federal 
Europe. 

Mr. Delors said the time of 
small steps was over, and ti^g 
to repair the European Monetary 
•^ystem dented by foe mdening of 
^rrency finctuation margins 
would not be enongb. 

“A new initiative most be 
taken by those who want to g^e 
our... countries foe polxtical in- 
stmment that will allow them to 
progress in an union soUfoy en- 
sured by a political oommoniiy, a 
oammnnity of peoples and na- 
tions,” he said. 


*T 


Hong Kong urges banks 
to further tights 
mortgage lending 


HONG KONG (AFP) — The 
Hong Kong government has said 
it bad urged banks to consider 
tightening up lending criteria to 
curb rampant growth in mortgage 
porfolios. 


' In a new warning about foe risk 
of a speculative bubble, David 
Carse, deputy chief executive of 
the Hong Kong Monetary Au- 
thority (HKMA), urged baking 
institutions to review and if 
necessary beef up lending criteria 
to stop excessive growth in prop- 
erty lending. 

'Tlie rate of growth has now 
risen to 30.2 per cent per annum. 


compared with 253 per cent per 
annum in foe three-monfo period 
to June,” he warned in a letter to 
foe Baring Industry Association 
m^e public by foe HKMA. 

Mr. Carse also warned foat 
residential mortgage lenfong hi 
foe territory was growing at the 
fastest rate since foe end of 1991 
when the government set a ceiling 
of 70 per cent ceiling on loans in 
order to curb rampant specola- 
tion. 

The ceiling, calculated as a 
percentage of a propei^'s purch- 
ase price, aimed at pricking ^pe- 
culation foelled by ranks offering 
loans of as much as 90 per cent. 


Yen’s surge sparks heated debate 
in Japan over investment in Asia 


TOKYO (AFP) — TTie yen’s, 
advance to new heights has' 
ignit^ a heated debate here over 
foe benefits of shifting key manu- 
facturing tedinolo^es abroad as 
Japanese companies begin coo- 
sidering a second wave of invest- 
ment in Asia. 

“Japanese companies will cer- 
tainly accelerate moving produc- 
tion ba^ abroad, rafoer than 
exporting goods and p^ tag^ 
wifo extremdy fai^ prices,” said 
Tamizo Khnora, an analyst at 
Yamai^ Research Institiite: Inc. 

“But foe shift ringht lead to foe 
deterioration of draestic indus- 
try and foe hollowing out of the 
Japanese economy,'* Nfr, Ktmura 
warned using foe buoword of 
foe mid-19^s whidi has recently 
made a comeback wifo the yen's 
latest surge. 

Kknji Hayashi, from foe Asia 
Bureau of the powerfril Federa-* 
tion of Economic Federation 
OrganisatioDS ^Keidanren), redc- 
ons foe mcentive to shift produc- 
tion abroad b now greater tiian 
seven ye^ a^ udira the ym*s 
af^redatioa triggered foe initial 
flood of investment towards Asa. 

The strained i nf ra s tructure in 
some countries in Asia, notably 
in Thailand, has sufficiently im- 


proved to welcome bitter tedi- 
nol^ from Japan, he said. 

“^e recent yen's rise will spur 
the speed of transferring produc- 
tion basra and technology to 
Asia,” said Mr. Hayashi, whose 
butew was established in April 
to monitor the ggp^g output of 
Japanese companies in neig^ 
booring oounti^. 

Although it will take time for 
the impact of foe strongs yen to 
filter down to actual dedsi^ by 
oompames on major new invest- 
ments, ^ curraiqr*s apprecia- 
tion to almost 100 yen to foe 
dollar b foody bewg felt in 
Japan. 

Sanyo Electric Co. lad. has 
recentiy dedcM to cancel plans 
to make npmailmt compact-disc 
playfos and radio-cassetie pU^rs 
at a plant operated by an affiliate 
in southeast resulting in 

foe loss of 170 jobs. 

TIm products will instep by 
made in Sma^rore, MaUj^a and 
possibly Cmra, ^ere Sanyo 
already has production fedlities, 
annpany offidab said.- 

Proneer Electronic Corp. 
azuKnmced earlier tlus week 
it planned to shift more produc- 
tion abroad to cope with foe 
stronger yen, wfaidt contributed 


to a 59 per cent plunge is consoli- 
dated earning in the three 
montiis to June. 

PoidgD Btanufsccoring for produ^. 
tioos sold abroad, mainly an-. 
(So equipment, b targeted to rise 
from 30 per cent to SO per cent 
over the next three years. 

A ^kttanan for Mitsubishi 
Electric Corp. said: “The trend' 


wilL contxxme as long as we to 
avmd foe oe^tive effects of ex- 


change rates,” a spokesman said. 

But Japan Federation of &n- 
ployers Assodations Chainnan 
Takeshi Narano, .who b also 
cferirtnan of Mitsnbbhi Nfeterials 
Carp., foe country’s biggest pro- 
cessor of non-ferroos metals, ex- 
pressed hb concerns in a recent 
mterview. 

“Japu will lose everytiung if it 
immediately moves production 
abroad in response to cmrency 
fluctuations,” Nfr. Nagano told 
foe Mantichi Sfarmbon. “Once 
you leave foe country, you can't 
come back any more.” 


Toshio Watmiabe, a professor 
of Tedmol- 


at the Tol^ Institne 
ogy, noted that only 10 per cent 
^ Japanese products were maxm- 
bctnr^ abroad compared with 
more'foan 20 per cent for several 
ot^r industrial nations. 


U.S. to wage export 
war on two fronts 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. govenmient b plotting a 
two-pronged offensive on b^alf 
of U.S. budness foat would prop- 
el exports and peel back strict 
eoaCrob on technology traosfen, 
offidab s^. 

An interagency group led by 
the Commerce Department will 
wrap op a broad study on U.S. 
export promotion next month, 
la^g out what went wrong hi 
past U.S. efforts to boost key 
industries overseas and how 
money mi^t be spent better. 

“We already spmd a decent 
amount of money on export 
promotion, but we don't hare a 
consdons, coordinated pofiqr,” 

said an «tmin iO t w >iftn rmicial on 

oonefition of anonymity. 

“If yon don't rave good in- 
foimation and don't collect data. 


it will now set itself baromefers to 
grage foe tesuha of its export 
drne. 

“We want to come up wifo real 
sedid perfo r mance measures to 
drive an overall coherent 
stxdXegy** said foe commerce 
officud, vdio ato spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. “You areefoat 
you measure.” 

Among foe stated objectives of 
the overhanl: 

— To better support foe pri- 
vate sector, using eristmg re- 
somreesj by creating a more fo- 
cused mid effective stratqty. 

— To leven^ government ro- 
so ur ces by stier^foening both 
private-public and dty-state pazt- 
Dciships. 


how can ^u develop analysb?" 


be said. “We already |nck who we 
help — I don't know if foat’l 
winners or losers but foe derire 

now b to figure out a unified 
budget” 

The report, prepared ^ foe 
Trade Promotion Coordinating 
Committee, b doe out at foe pud 
of September. 

Exerts have been driving 
weak U.S. economic growth in 
increasing measure, and foe 
adnonistration says foat every $1 
billion in overseas srles translates 
into 19,000 jobs at home. 

“So foe stakes are s^ly too 
high not to make significant 
<d^ge$. Export expanshm b one 
of foe inDais of Preadent Clin- 
ton's overall economic program- 
me,” said a senior Comiiierce 
Dep ar tment official. 

Just as the Qinton team insists 
on “measured success” when 
deayng wifo its tradiiig partners. 


— To remove or reduce gov- 
ernment barriers to exports. 

“There's a deare to be a bit 
more consdons, to see bow .modi 
b spent in each area,” -said the 
adimnistration offidal: *. 

For instance, be said, bow 
mnfo b spent promotms low-tech 
"widgets" versus high- 
technology products and what re- 
turns are reaped on the two gov- 
ernment investments? 

“Wh't kmd of jobs b each 
creat What proportion are vre 
spenc.ng 'op each? Is that too 
mudi on foe widgets?”' ' said foe 
offidal, outliiiiift foe sort of 
activist ei^port peu^ tlud rattles 
U.S. trafong partners. 

Acoordiiig to foe senior com- 
ineice offidal: “We want to ex- 
pand foe realm of tiw pc»sible — 
to target the af^iropriate places in 
wtuch governnwiit can busi- 
ness export more.” 

“We're seeking tiic focus and 
activbm tiiat has been uibsla g in 
foe past,” he said. . 


India buoyed 
by dramatic 
export surge 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India's 
exporb have surged dramatically 
in a siga that industry b kx>king 
increasingly ootward as it 
emerges from a domestic reces- 
sion, taking advantage of a weak- 
er and fr^-fioating rupee. 

Trade data for April-June, the 
first quarter of the fiscal year, 
ifoows tiiat export earnings bad 
zoomed 27.76 pa cent to SS.I2 
bfllion over the first three months 
.of the previous financial year. 

bnpe^ dropped 2.66 per cent 
to SS.42 btUkm, cfispcovmg fears 
of a flood of overseas prodocts 
resulting from lower import 
tariffs a^ cutting the trade de- 
ficit from $13 binion to $301 
nrinion. 

The Federatioa of IndSaiv Ex- 
port OrganbacioD called the ex- 
port pertoiiu ance, albeit over tiie 
depress e d eanungs of April-Jime 
1992, “remarkabm.”“7 ~- 

IFb “one of foe most enconr^ 
ing features of the current econo- 
mic scene,” The Observer of 
Business' and Politics com- 
mented. 

The upward trend, which 
started hi Febroaiy and March 
when India enjoyed a trade sur- 
l^os, b caose for hope that the 
export target of $22 UUIon in 
fisical 1993-92 may even be ex- 
ceeded, the dailjr said. 

The ambitious target 
announced in June represents a 
2Q per cent jump over the ex p ort 
performaoce in 1992^, when 
overseas sales grew. by a dbmal 
3.61 per cent and the deficit 
doobM to C.3 tnlBon. 

Exports of many products, in- 
cluding iron ore and drugs, 
plunged, partly becanse of lost 
mari^. 


China 

forming two 
strategic 
‘policy’ 
loan b2inks 


PEinN O (R) — rhina said Sun- 
day it was fi w nl ng state banks to. 
fb^ on two of tiie government’s 
fop stiate^ priorities — foreign 
trade and Icmg-tenn develc^ 
meat. 

The new banks, to open next 
year, are part of a two-monfo-old 
xestmctoimg of foe finance se^ 
tor. The sector has been blamed 
fim gener ou s but niegal lending to 
p roperty and stodt market spera- 
btofs at the expense of oudal 
Imt less profitable national de- 
velopment. 

Tra shift win help tiie People's 
Bank of “to become a real 
central ha«v, wfaidi b tiie goal of 
the country's finandal reToim,” 
foe riwna Daily quot^ 

Zhao Haikoan, head of the 
Bank's Fmance Reseanfo Insti- 
tnte, as saying. 

T^ new long-Teim Develop- 
ment and Credit Bank and Im- 
port and Export Bank will focus 
on strategic “pc^ky” loans, leav- 
ing more pnffitable commercial 
to the craast-independent 
amcnig sector, the 
Daily said. ‘ 

The cpa«aiked Industzial^nd 
Commercial Bank of China, 
Bank of China, Construction 
Rank of and Agricuhoral 
Bank of Qiina will be “freed iq>” 
from tite “high~>^> kreMetnm 
poliQr loan bnsbes”, it said. 

“Uborating (them) from the 
burden of polity loans, it wfll be 
easier to txansfrmn China's q>e- 
riaitwH hante into ttne commer- 
cial banks,” tiie new spaper sakL 

The Lo^Tenn D^fepment 
and Greifit Bank wQl provide 

ifWMt for infrastructure-related 

cODStrnction projects in energy, 
tr an^rt ana other vital sectors, 
the paper quoted Lon Jiwei of the 
State Corransrion for Economic 
Restracmrixig as saving. 

“These projects ne^ long- 
term and l^-intercst loans b^ 

rnmnwTrral h artlne are rductant 

to ofer tiiem because of their high 
risk and low profit,” Mr. Lon 
said. 


The Import and Export Bank, 
offering trade cieifits, export cre- 
dit insurance and project fi-. 
nance,” S <aip ec fe d to /gre a 
strong pnfo to China’s txaderex-: 
pansioo by stfirmlatfog exports of 
large madiinery and ekctzonics 
prMincts,” Mr. Lou said. 

He foe new banks are 
expected to finance'tbeir lendtDg 
nunnly from tiieir own cental, 
which b to be raised throng 
domestic bond b s n es. 

Initial capitalisation of foe two 
banks was not announced. 

Economics supre^ and vice- 
premier Zbu Rongji, who took 
charge of foe People's Bank of 
China in Juty, has vowed to trans- 
form it into a Western-sQie in- 
sti t u tion guidhig monetary polity 
throng uoutird of credit and 
money si^ly. 

The new banks will enable the 
central bank to get out of tiie 
spedaKsed and conuaerdal bank- 


Peanuts 


DO VDU THINK IT'5 POSSIBLE 
TO RIDE CLEAR ACROSS THE 
LAKE ON A BEACH BALL? 




Andy Capp 



I KNOW WHATVOUVE 

BEEN UP10 uxrBy 
~ X Otecf^fr WITH 
THE B A WWA80-/ 




THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 







*\ dreamed the tea kettle whistled 
when you walked by, so you sued it 
for harassment.” 
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WHAT THE 
NEWLYWED? MU©lc: 
lovEKe Fi£peep 
BACHCnHBK, 


Now arrange the eiretad fenare to 

tonn the surpriaa a na w e r, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




(Answers tomorrow) 
Yaaterday's SCARF hearse angina 

Answer How the BuHstiman dOscritied Ms wife’s 
'drtv^— ’’SMASHING!’.’ 


South Korea worried 

by low economic growth 


SEOUL (AFP) — South ^rea’s 
economic rcooveiy is taking Ion* 
ger than expected in spite ot 
P resident Kim Yonng-Sam s 
effiirts to stimulate foe economy, 
and some analysts fear the co^ 
try fe in for a period of prolonged 
st^ation. 

The Central Bank of, Korea 
(BOK) said last week that South 
Korea registered a 3.8 per cent 
economic growfo rate daring the 
ffist half of the yea. 

I^. Sim, on tak^ office in 
February, said fab priority was to 
reinvigorate foe country's sagging 
economy, dedaring foat South 
Korea must adiieve tins year at 
least six percent to seven per cent 
growfo. , _ 

Samsung Economic Researdi 
Institute Director Cm . Dong^ 
Sung said after the BOK 
announcement foat Skmfo Korea 
appeared to be felling into pro- 
Iraged economic stagnation and 

forecast growfo would be four per 

cent to 4.5 per cent at best. 

That would be lower than foe 
ritgappnmting 4.7 per cent growfo 
rostered last year nnd^ tiie 
Rob Tae-Woo government and a 
far cry from tiie double digit 
growfo rams of the mid-1980s. 

According to hfr. .Kmi, Mr. 
Kte's Aiig. 12 decree' banning 
the use of aliases in all finand^ 
transactions threw cold water on 
leaders' plans to make 
new investment in plant fsicilities. 

Facility investment shrank 5.7 
per cent during foe first rix 
months of the year, altiiough tiie 
gover nm ent bad lowered interest 
rates and rdeased binds to en- 
conn^ indnstiialtsts to make 
sew inve M m e nL 

Mf. -Khd said there were few 
signs of ww™>ang domestic coa- 
snrtption and investment. 

Acconfing to the Office of 
National Statistics, the nation's 
indnstrial peodnetkm' fell 1.2 per 


cent in July. » manofactnrii® 
plants operated at 79.2 pw cent 
of capacity, down from mkS p er 
cent in June, belying govwmnent 
gconomists* predictions^e eco- 
nomy would start bottorasng out 
from June. . . . 

Local press reports saa tne 
nation’s business teaders were not 
happy with Mr. Em’s enforce- 
ment of foe so-c^ “real name” 
system at tiib time. 

The Federation of Korean htr 
dostries, which groups foe t op 
leaders of foe nation’s bosniess 
conglomerates, or ebaebeds, siq>- 
ported foe move. ^ 

But one diaebol chief was 
mioted as sa^ng: “The real name 
tystem should have been p ut mto 
force foe country's econo- 
mic recovery b put bade on 
track.” 

He added foat if foe govern- 
ment wanted industry to make 
new investment to boost the eco- 
nomy, it foould first bring down 
high interest rates by carry ing < Kit 
a drastic monetary reform similar 
to foat in rival exportira coun- 
tries sudi as Japan and Taiwan. 

South Korean business codes 
have long argued that tiieir ex- 
port profoicts could become^ far 
more c o m p etitive on internation- 
al markets if money rates were 
lowered. 

korea University econoracs 
pirofessor Kim Dong-Kee said a 
sweeping anti-con uption probe 
bundled by Mr. Kim, wfaidi io- 
dnded foe arrests of a numbCT of 
senior offidab in the previous 
government, had also sapped in- 
vestment sentiment. 

The country's largest drcola- 
tion Chosun daily said in an 
edhoriai that foe main reason 
why xnrestment bad not revived 
was that industrialists were still 
worried about uraitainty sur- 
roundiiig the Kim administra- 
tion's econoouc polxdes. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY AUGUST 30, 1993 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENOK: Get 
friends to b 9 }p you put affairs on-a 
nxore oioflern basis and by to side 
step any argument that could occur 
uoder the mid-day Moon'squaie 
Pinto aspect that is effecting your 
diait- 


and ideas so that thty can be' fer 
more productive for you io the 
days ahead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Fust consider you long planned 
for deares and men consider new 
and progreasive means by which 
they can become an active pan of 


ARIES: (Miufo' 2i’’»' ApnT‘19!)f " ^ ^ 

Thiifo-abom how yra’can'bestpiir” . 

your most mteredii^ capAilim'' '‘SC3l^RnO;(Oct^r^<oNoveiii- 
toypvadvabcqnient and then you *ber^l) You start foe week irilb 


will be aUe to advance tows^ 
your aims. 

TAinUg: (April 20 to May 20) 
Talm a hm at your residence 

and coraider what yon can do to 
make it more baUiable, then, you 
can add those comhtiora to achieve 
this worthwhile purpose. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Think about those with whom you 
have been routinely, allied for 
sometime p» and m them know 
yon appredaie and want more 
eonstnicthe progress. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Think about your property 
and possessions and what you can 
do to improve them and then 
quickly put into motion sraie be- 
neSdal results. 


good, idiw more stabfliiy to 
worldly activities and reputation, 
then you can add some additi onal 
zip to your life. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Consider plans for 
talunga trip that has been plano^ 
for sometimes and foen add some 
fortber places to go or persons to 
contact then. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
^uary 20) You .have been tiying 
Iw sometime to cet mate to do 
^t you want andif you appioad) 
from a different ai^ you ran 
adiieve this result now. 


LEO: Guty 22 to August 21) De- 
what your long range 


cide 


and ambitions of a personal nature 
are .earfy, fooi you can viaiatbe 
ibe best means to make them a 
part of your life. 

VKW: (August 22 to September 
22) You DOW have a to 

Ofsanise and analyse your tiioughts 


loFebni- 

^ 19) T^ou have one who Has 
been reliable for a long time, to 
«Kt your early in foe day white 
Htera more modem and up to date 
person is helpful. 


«S^: (Febrriary 20 to March 
20) This IS the day when you can 
whaiewr war 
ajvitira e^y on a very inieOigenc 
later pot more zeM^ 
<fofog diem. 




THE Daily Crossword by 


Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
1 Very 
SGoim 
10 Exec. 

14 Bullets 

15 — Greene o> 'tv 
ISAtihedropef — 
17 Garnish bub 

79 Spur with 
' violence 

20 Dawn 

21 Ranktoovea 
knight 

23 Cy^noid fish 

24 Strong currant 
of dr 

25 Grandeur 
29 Cetmnanile 

32 Pub orders 

33 Shoe bottonw 

35 Short distance 

36 Spat 

37 Over there 

38 Wallet ttem 
38 Hallucas 
41 PianiM 
43Wintw{aU 
44 Weds 

48 Bed canopies 

48 Free (rom a 
haut 

49 Parrow of films 

50 Surpass 

53 Pate-red flower 

57 Jetty 

58 Hummingbird 

80 Robert or Alan 

61 Unaccompanied 

62 Pound the poet 
83 Not as much 

64 BiacMhoms , 

65 Transaction 
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Otfeirrew UmH SmcM. 
4*RlgMSR«MnM 


DOWN 

t Knocks 

ZPUghtlees bird: 
var. 

3 For AH 
Seasons" 

4 Pour-whealed 
wagons 

SRoomsIbr 

Qnens 

6 Shaken 

7 Mr. Onassis 

SBbienosa 

9 Households 


10 Releases from 
prison 

11 Anificiai gem 

12 Roof overhane 

13 Printing 
direction 

16 Covers 
22 Stadium sound 
S Trading cantsrs 
26 Knock tor 
27lnqia8en& 

28 Stupid ones 
29Sttohen 
Vineent — 

30 Singing voice 

31 Qects tercel 
34 Base 

Puflflod ranges 

41 Spani^ titles 

42 Loiwars^ rank 
^Hadtheleac^ 

role 

45Angu.». 

^ Sound ot relief 
OOGirraei 

51 Foul 

52 Tug 
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83 Unit Of force 

WR^slowly 
M Poet TMsdBie 


56 Lat abbr. 
6® Prtghterfing 
word 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(August 23-August 27, 1993) 

AMMAN Trading was light and choppy through mo&i of last 
week's trat^ng sessions, with a general felling of lack of short 
term direction. The intensity of the dollar's decline against the 
Japanese unit also declined r>s the Bank of Japan finally 
managed to curb the yen's rise after persistent and aggressive 
intervention. The U.S. unit, thus ended the week 0.65 per cent 
lower against the mark, 0.3 per cent lower against the yen and 
0.6S per cent higher against sterling. 

Absence of U.S. Fed intervention Monday gave market 
participants a reason to sell dollars, which caused the U.S. unit 
to retreat against the yen. Analysis indicated that the speech 
given by the Japanese Prime Minister on the previous week, in 
which he pledged to cut the mounting Japartese trade suq>lus 
with the U.S., lacked reference to any sprafic measures lsf^^6 
taken. Others indicated that market partidpanfs ;ni^dorhk,a 
U.S.-Japan deal, calling for Japan to t^e cooefete measures to 
reduce its trade surplus with the U.S., which arose following the 
surprisingly aggressive Fed intervention at the end of the 
previous week, had faded away after the Japanese Prime 
Minister's speech. The dollar, thus ended ai 103.10 yen, its 
lowest for the week. On the other hand, sales of marks for yen 
suppoaed the dollar against the toark, as it ended at 1.6S4S, its 
hipest for the week. 

The dollar moved lower agaiasi the mark Tuesday. Jts decline 
appeared to be inspired by speculative and technical factors as 
many traders preferred to suy on the side lines marking 
uncertainty over Bundesbank pkuis for German interest rates in 
the short term during its regular Council meeting Thursday. 
Analysts also indicated that lack of positive U.S. economic data, 
in addition to continued purcha^ of marks by European 
central banks to replenish their reserves, would inversely affect 
the U.S. unit following the release of a weak Japanese Leading 
Indicators report, whid) felt to 36.-f per cent in June from 41 .7 
per cent in May. 

The dollar moved higher against the mark and other 
European currencies Wednesday, in response to increai^ 
expectations that the Bundesbank might case Monetary Policy 
further during its Council meeting the next day. Reports that 
showed unexpectedly low inflation in most of the western parts 
of Germany fed expectations of such an action. Other analysts, 
however expected a tight stance on Monetary Policy as they 
indicated that inflation is still high in the eastern parts of 
Germany and that the widening of the bands within the ERM 
eased the pressure on the Bundesbank to cut inicrcsi rates. In 
the meantime, another batch of U.S. economic reports released 
that day, showed mixed results. U.S. July Durable Goods 
Orders fell by 3.8 per cent after a 4.5 per cent gain in June. On 
the other hand, existing home sales Tigmes rose by 5.4 per cent 
in Juyly, to a sales number of 3.88 million units from a revised 
3.68 million units, in June. The dollar was also hi^er against 
the Japanese unit, as H ended at lOS yen, its highest for the 
week. 

On Thursday, the dollar drifted lower against most Europe 
currencies, especially the mark, after the Bundesbank main- 
lained its light stance on Monetary Policj' by leaving official 
interest rates unchanged. In another development, the Bundes- 
bank raised its short term Repo Rate to 6.90 per cent from 6.OT 
per cetn. Although the move was largely tedinical, traders took 
It as a signal that the Bundesbank would not allow German 
interest rates to ease in the near future. 

The dollar moved slightly lower against the mark Friday, after 
Swiss National Bank President was quoted as saying that short 
term Swiss rates would not see further declines. The comments 
dampened speculation of a substantial European interest rate 
cuts in the near future. The dollar also fell again« the yen 
folowine the release of a report indicating that the Fed mij^t 
intervene on another sharp drop of the dollar 
Japanese unit. On the other hand, a tiny rtse in the Mi^goi^ 
Consumer Confidence Index to 77.3 per cent in August from 77 
per cent in July, failed to affect exchange rales. 
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Taiwan trade gap with Arab 
Gulf states persists in 1 993 


ABU DHAbI (AFP) - Oil ex- 
ports hy (iuti stales to I'aiwan 
have kept ihc trade hulance large- 
ly in their favour, ofriLiul Taiwan 
figures show. 

Taiwan's exports io Ihc six- 
nation Gull Cmi|wration Council 
(GCC) stood at S.^75 million in 
the first four mimths rvf 1993 and 

imports iit SS^3 milltun, crcuiing 
a surplus of S4K8 million in favour 
of the CiCC, actrurding to a report 
by the Diihai-hascd Taiwan 
Trade Centre, 

"Taiwan’s exports lo the Gulf 
Countries have steadily increased 
over the past tew years hut the 
high oil import bill is keeping the 
trade balance in their favour," 
the report said. 

Oil and gas account for the 
bulk of Taiwan's imports from 
GCC stales — Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Oman. Oatur, Kuwait 
and the United Arab Hminiics 


(UAEl -- while Its exports lo 
them include clectnc appliances 
and electronics, garmems, watch- 
es, fuiniture and other manufac- 
tured products. 

Their twti-way i^dc sttxid at 
S3.68 biOion io 1492. imh the balance 
registering a surplus of SI .39 bil- 
lion in favour of the <iCC. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's top 
crude producer and eKponer. re- 
mained Taiwan's bluest Gulf 
commercial partner with trade 
standing at S681 million in Ihc 
nrsi four months of 1993 and 
around $2 billion in 1992. 

The UAE came second, with 
trade of S244 million in the first 
four months of 1993 and S7M 
million in 1992. 

Taiwan is the third biggest 
Asian trade partner of the GCC. 
Japan's trade with the 12-yeur-4ild 
Gulf alliance peaked at S3S bil- 
lion in 1992 and South Korea's at 
neariv S12 billion. 


The report showed Iran, 
another oii rich Gulf tutton. also 
had a surplus in trade with 
Taiwan, standing at $9 million in 
the first four oumihs of 1993 and 
$183 million in 1992 But their 
total trade of $87 mitlion in the 
first four months remained a frac- 
tion of that with the GCC. 

A report published b> the 
UAE daily al Khaiccj showed 
Taiwan was the sixth laxgcsi 
watch exporter to the Gulf main 
commercial centre of Dubai, sup- 
plying 368,000 watches in 1992 
with a value of around S9.S mil- 
lion. 

In terms of quantity, China was 
the top watch supplier, exponing 
17.6 million watches with a value 
of $6.3 million. But in value. 
Japan topped the list, with 2.7 
million watches worth $49. 1 mil- 
lion. Hong Kong. Switjetland 
and South Korea came tn the 
third, fourth and fifth place. 


Vietnam sends workers to Arab states 
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HANOI I AFP) — Vietnam has 
sent 5,000 workers to foreign jobs 
since January, rnostly in Li^a 
and South Korea, the union 
newspaper I.ao I^ng has said. 

It said the workers hud been 
sent under bilateral labour agree- 
ments and that another 700 would 
be heading soon lo Libya, bring- 
ing the number of Vietnamese 
workers in that N«irth African 
country to i,7uu . 

The weekly newspaper said 
Vietnam expected in send a total 
of 7,000 workers abroad this 
year. Before the collapse of the 


Soviet Bloc most Vietnamese 
working abroad went to eastern 
Europe, but since then the Arab 
countries — mainly Libya. Iraq 
and Algeria — have twen the 
main destination. 

Hanoi Itberaiised and began 
encouraging its workers to go 
abroad tn 1991, aiming to reduce 
the number of unemployed — 


about 2.5 million, or six per cent 
of the workforce — while increas- 
ing the country's supply of fore- 
ign exchange. 

Vietnam is currently searching 
new foreign markets for its work- 
ers, (be weekly said, citing Japan, 
Finland, Malaysia. Lebanon, the 
Czech Republic. Poland and 
Ukraine. 
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Jordan expands free zones 
in hope of Iraqi trade 


By Siil eimen Al KhslkU 
Rititer 

AMMAN — Jordan is ex- 
panding and privatising tax-free 
zones to become a major reex- 
oenire after economic sanc- 
tions against Iraq are lifted, an 
official said Surufoy. 

"We are embarking on an ex- 
pansion programme in 1993 and 
next year a-nd now offering inves- 
tors more incentives and tax 
breaks ...opening the door to the 
private sector to set up free in- 
dustrial zones." Falah Oudah. 
general manager of Jordan’s Free 
Zones Authority, told Reuters. 

Jordan's free zones at ^aba 
port and the industrial city of 
Zarqa have been main transit 
depots for hundreds of tonnes of 
humanitarian goods sent to Iraq 
since the end of the Gulf war. 

Under current regulations 
taxes and duties are suspended 
for goods entering Jordan for 
reexpon. 

But business leaders say a 
tightening of U.N. sanctions as 
applied in Jordan and diversion 
of business to Turkish port and 
Iran have nearly halved Jordan’s 
reexports :o Iraq since last year. 

Dr. Oudah said total tonnage 
of exported goods in the two 
main free zones we^e not ex- 
pected in 1993 :o go beyond half a 
million tonnes - • nearly half the 
one million tonnes reexponed in 
1992. 

Jordan hopes that making it 
easier and more profitable for 


tnuien to export goods could win 
bade that business. 

"We expect a huge rush ...a 
three-fold increase when sanc- 
tions are lifted ...we have started 
preparing ourselves from now 
and speeding up steps for the 
developments the region will wit- 
ness," Dr. Oudah said. 

He said this year alone, 18 
applications were submitted and 
carried out for factories in the 
two free zones. That figure com- 
pares with 30 projects worth $50 
million over the whole of the last 
10 years. 

More than 300 commercial in- 
vestors, eyeing the potentially 
lucrative Iraqi market when sanc- 
tions arc lifted, arc waiting to get 
licenses to operate in the free 
zones. Dr. Qudah added. 

He said more than 600 com- 
mercial investors are now operat- 
ing in the two zones with a total 
of stocked goods worth more 


than 200 million dinars (S.300 
million). 

Some have been in storage 
rince before the United .Nations 
banned all but the sale of huma- 
nitarian goods to Iraq because of 
its invasion of Kuwait. 

Dr. Qudah said the govern- 
ment was now studying recom- 
mendations on a two-stage plan 
to transform all of .^qaba imo a 
free zone for expons. The prop- 
osal could be along the lines of 
the Yemeni port of .'\den, which 
operates as a duty-free zone., 

Jordan's reexports, mostly to 
Iraq, reached $281 million in 1992 
against $247.8 million in 1991 — 
significantly narrowing .-^mmanrs 
balance of payments gap. 

The figure excludes another 
$200 million worth of goods ex- 
ported East year to Iraq under a 
bilateral protocol in which traders 
say proceeds are paid indirectly in 
oil sales. 


Egypt to privatise 
state banks — paper 

Cairo (R) — Egypt’s new programme of economic reforms 
includes frfans ro privatise state-owned banks and i.'i.vuran4:e cow~ 
panics in the next two years, .Al Ahrain newspaper has s.iid. It was 
the first time Egypt’s state-dominated banking sector h.is been 
mentioned in connection with a privatisation programme agreed wiUt 
the World Bank in July. The report gave no further details, simply 
saying a new programme of reforms Egypt signed with the bank arid 
the International Monetary Fund included transfer or public banks 
and insurance companies to the private sector. Four state banks. 
Bank Mtsr, Banque duCaire, National Bank and Bank of .Alexandn'i 
together account for about 60 per cent of the sector. 








THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DEUVERIES.CUST(3MS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND . RESERVATIONS. 


AMMNiK'AMAIIASONS 



r 
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M CROWN INTL EST. 

g Packing, shipping 
® Forwarding, storage 
^ worldwide Removals 

Atr Caa anH I anH 



Amman 

IntErnational Hotel 


TertfriTt27841713 



FLAT. O. TEL 
RESTAURAiYT 
661293 

]^rrAljANSUfSlNE 

Cocktail ‘ Piano Bar 

^Opening SooBm* 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROFd EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OF.RC1AL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX ; 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING -JA8AL LWEI8DEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 


Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


Real 

Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

ProfeiisionaJ Qualiiy ii) 

1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
stem 30% largor 

* From entargo^ 
jiMi*c 20 X 30 cm 

ShmeLsani - 0pp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


AtNeGrbCoBwla 

SELECT Horn. 

/ S^mmatk 



One wlU make yon 
a steady , we believe]!! 


The First Clan Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every rooRL~l 
“Ssteime T.V. Reception” 


DAROTEli 

l|juql|ls 


Amman - TeL 6661S3 
PO.Box 9403 - Hx 60?434 
Tele^ 23^ DARQ TL JQ 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Hisham International Tours 

**THE RELAIABLE SAME IS JORDAN'^ 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trrps 
(8) days (7) nights 
if Istanbul S8X H/B & tours 
if Anialya S 600 K^B 
it Turkish Riviera SSCO M/8 
a Cyprus S770 3/3 
.it All in 5 siar INT'L HTlS 


Specialists m 
Tai'or-maoe 
Ourgoma Tours 
& Hotel reservaiions al 
internaiionai 
Luxury Hole's ir 
Turkey, Cyprus 
& Egvpi 



Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers 
Tel.: 698180/698181. Fax 689307 





PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

AUmENhC CHINESE' CUISINE 
Etogcml 
Colorful 
Armospnaie^ 

Monoraio 
Priccjs 

|.jJu 
Siimrtiscini 
loUMCGCO 
chXly 



(^(Mt 


^ CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Sireei. Yarmouk 
Engineers Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbegue for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and lasie our 
specialities 

Opendjily /J.-tiP-.T.-.T/) 
p.ni. 

30- Midnight X 


!'lic Bc\l Oririiliil I'lXul iji Ton'ii 


RESTAURANT & GARDEN 


AuJI 

W 

> >* Autrientic 

j Chinese dishes. 

-/ from all great re- 

% gionai cuisine 

styles o1 

ft tpe nd bjr mt 
CUmm «Sefi 
Open oody tor 
lunch & dinner 
Tibrnyfcnini 
Jahal A! Hussein 
Minisuy ol Trade 
4 kidustn^ Rd. 
TeL «b004 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


te®<S5<2>i 


M4.NDAR1N REgr.AllL4NTi 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

Nl-tcn t’ .in ,< 111*.'/ In ,a»<>] 

Take away is avaUable 

tiJS SJZ'3 ^J.I7 
■"efj/ Hire! y 

WISZa. Anun»n| y<^>| 

Cflcc Taxted 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

isiC/rcie JabaiAmran. near 
Atiiiyyah Gins School 

TMf ■irujr l> ■runiMa 

Open daily I2:ai-3:SO 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tei. 639968 



Chinese, Thai, Phlllipino, Indonislan & 
Malaysian specialities 

- Five branches ail over the world and now one 
In Amman. 

- Live Band ”6" nights a week 

- World wide programmes VIA satellite 


ir. '.l''Tt - .■'I'll nirU’, .l.ili.ll A 


’ Hours: 12 Neon 12 MMnlphl 
FrMiy SP.U Ufdnlghl 


'uni.l:, . f iri'd LOill _ 653482 



The InnTIace to be. 


homeiv and intimate* 


”Upen air terrace. 

* Round lable for 12- IS 
guests. 

• Open 7 davs a week 
Tei 613572 

2nd circle - Jabal Amman. 


a 

n 


Tel. 630571 Fu.630572 



THE SUMMER TERRAa 
KNOW OPEN 


M 


entiho 


REIfAURlNr 

JAO*L*wmh WM T oncn 
eMotmiMiiua uoauv 


TEL. 654205 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




%enJtC 



ai6ine 


Lunch & Dinoer 
7 days a week 

Tel. 680093/4 Fax. 823864 
Shmeisani-Near Babish 
Amman-Jordan 




There is a lot more to 


Rock Cafe ) 
rive b^nd 

639197 


Couples Only, or 
Groups of Ladies 4 Gents 

Open Daily 


than great fast food 



A Small Restaurant 
A Grand Mission 

.\bdouu Kanfshf Center, 

nfar (^Hicai .AEi Fond Ttl ft! 2955 



liAll 

Special Executive Luncheons - 

Take away service ^ 

available 

open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 

7.30-11.30 pm I 
After the Philadelphia Hotel: 
Towards 3rd circle | 


Terrace ! 
Ke.staurant | 

Ii Ta|ias Ikr ; 

International Dishes \ 
& Spanish Specialities i 



Open Lunch & Dixmer 

Jebsl Jnunn - Std did* 
For RMtmtkn Tri 615060 •! 
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iXzeris vote to formalise 
removal of President Elcibey 


BAKU (R) — Azeris voted Sun- 
day in a referendmn od fiighive 
Prudent Abulfez Eldbey, a poll 
seen diplomats as a way of 
formalising his effective removal 
from power during an armed 
lebelUon in June. 

Turamit was brisk at polling 
station No. 3' in central Baku, 
where one-fifth of the local 
electorate had already cast their 
votes in tiie first fagur. 

Blaming Mr. Eldbey for dis- 
astrons defeats in an undeclared 
war against Armenia over the 
di^mtra territory of Nagomo- 
K^bakh, a stream of people 
leaving the booths said diey 
wanted the passionately pro- 
Turkish nationalist out of their 
lives. 

‘*I voted against him. Elcib^ 
bears the guilt for everytiiit^ tiiat 
has gone wrong. 7t*s he who has 
let the war dr^ on for so long 
and the bloodshed of Azeris con- 
tinue,” said Afod, a well-dressed 
middle-aged housewife. 

“I ten yon, 99.9 per cent of 
people want him to go.” 

1^. Elcibey, who fled Baku 


last June to 'escape an armed 
rebellion and is in hiding in his 
remote home town, has refused 
to resign. • 

A no-confidenoe vote in Mr. 
Elcibey in the referendum will 
pave the way for new presidential 
elections, r^cfa former coimnon- 
ist leader Haydar Alr^ said 
would take place within three 
months, as stipulated in Azerbai- 
jan's constitution. Mr. Aliyev has 
stood as acting president since 
June. 

Many Western nations have 
expres^ (k^ts about a “legi^y 
questionable” nationwide vote 
conducted in a country at war, 
dogged with refugees and ruled 
under a state of emer^ncy' 

But Mr. Aliyev, the 70-year- 
old grand old man of Commumst- 
era politics, said he had no 
choice. 

have run the country as 
acting prerident for more tiian 
two months. We can do that on a 
temporary basis, but we can't go 
on livmg like tiib,” he said. **We 
can't tift the state of emergency 
now. But given that President 


Abulfez Elcibey has been away 
for so long, we can't not bold a 
referendum.” 

The result of the vote is ex- 
pected smne time Monday, but 
no precise time has been giveh 
yet. 

The few who admit voting for 
Mr. Eldbey in June 1992 elec- 
tions, in wfaidi the historian and 
former dissident won 59 per cent 
of votes, said they felt bitter his 
government had not kept proin- 
ises to end the war and improve 
their lives. 

“Last year we all voted for 
him^,” said Thiil Kulbanov,4i dvil 
engineer who fled die Azhri town 
of Agdam last month as advanc- 
ing Armenian forces spread east 
out of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Aid agendes believe 200,000 
people are now on the ran from 
the Armenian advance in a conn- 
try of seven million. 

“We believed in his talk about 
democracy. But he didn't ^ any- 
tiiing he promised. He didn't 
know how to run the country and 
now it's faffing to jrieces,' Knlba- 
nov said. 


“Our hopes now are pinned on 
Aliyev,*' E^Ibanov ad<^. “He's 
the only man who can save ns. ff 
be falls, the country itself will 
disintegrate and tiiere ^ be no 
more Azerbaijan to save.” 

Western diplomats, who pri- 
vately concede most Azeris trust 
Mr. Aliyev, say he is the best 
politician the Transcancasian 
state has, and they will dedde 
after the poll whether to rethink 
their inhia] disapproval of him. 

Mr. Aliyev, an ex-KGB secur- 
ity poUce genera] and favonrite of 
former l^mliii leader Leonid 
Brezhnev, is popnlar all over 
Azerbaijan. Baku residents point 
fondly to the bo^ buildings. 
Miich went up all over town in 
the ISlTOs, before Mr. Aliyev 
moved on to Moscow to become 
a Soviet pothburo member. 

Most pecmle tgree a strong 
hand is needed i cope with the 
threatened disim iration of this 
sm^ ex-Soviet ^ ite, borderii^ 
Iran to its sontl and Armenia 
along an ever-shnnldiig Western 
border. 


S. African 
blacks relish 

prospect of 
first vote 


SOWETO (R) — Black Sooth 
Africans have been denied their 
human ri^ts for so long that 
many don't know how to vote. 
Nelson Mandela’s African 
National Congress (ANQ says. 

The ANC, widely expected to 
win the first all-race election, is 
hard at work explaining the mys- 
teries of the polls to the masses 
and trying to win the hearts, 
minds and votes of the 16 million 
blacks eligible to Cake part. 

Nothing will stop black factory 
worker Pacrida Soko from voting 
for Mr. Mandela but, like many 
of her contemporaries, the 
mechanics of the April 27 p^ are 
a mystery. 

*i* will vote no matter what 
happens. I'm for Mmidela and 
the ANC. No violence, no in- 
timidatiaci will stop me." Ms. 
Soko told Reuters after a visit by 
ANC volunteers canvassing sup- 
pon and imparting information. 

While some residents listened 
carefully to the voting instruc- 
tions. backed by leaflets with 
cartoon drawings, Soko told 
veteran activist Ronnie Kasrils 
she had learned to vote in union 
polls at her workplace. 

“1 know about voting,'' she 
said, showing him the ANC card 
that she insisted would be her 
ticket to the polls. 

Like others vitited in Soweto's 
old Meadowlands district Satur- 
day, Ms. Soko thought the state- 
issued identity documents she has 
hated all her life wo^ be ol^ 
lete by the time the April poll 
puts an end to 3S0 years of white 
rule. 

“We are learning fast,” Mr. 
Kasrib said afterwards. “Ihe fiik 
lesson b that we are going to have 
to put a huge effort into educat- 
ing p^le about the medianics 
of voting.” 

About 300 ANC. volunteers 
fenned out across Meadowlan^ 
Saturday in the area's first dom- 
to-door blitz to win supiport and 
gather voter information. 

Aimed security men in shiny 
cars with telephones track^ 
acthists like Mr. KasrOs and re- 
gional chairauui Tokyo Sexwale 
through the ratted dirt streets of 
the dormitory township created 
under ^laitbeid to keqs blacks 
separate from whites. 

. “They call this M^dowlands, 
but ... this is a slum. Now, at last, 
people will have a chance to take 
charge of their lives and make a 
diffmooe,” Mr. Sexwale told 
Reuters. 

Behind him, children played in 
a garbage-strewn pwk on pipe 
skeletons of old swings strippM 
of their chains and seats. 

Despite predictioiis of a further 
upsurge in violence that has 
claims 9,000 lives in three years, 
most residents told Mr. Sexwale 
th^ would vote next year under 
any drcunstances. 

“The violence is being blown 

X out of context Apartheid has 
ays b^ a violent policy and 
when peoprfe see us coming 
dom the street they feel a surge 
of h^,” be said. 

WTbite President F.W. De 
Klerk's National Party dtes leftist 
intimidatioa of black voters as a 
key obstacle to a firee and fen- 
election. 

“Hie leaders of our country 
will have to think deeply and 
earnestly about the road ahead," 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha said 
Fri^. 

“The gravity of the situation 
demands that the five parties 
wfaidi represent the main cur- 
rents of political tboi^t should 
put aade their political difier- 
ences and come togetiier in a 
joint strategy to end mis edl,” he 
said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


of the newspaper quoted u' 
saying the woult 

covert operation it bad a 
disclosure of the files, whic. 


CIA to open cr Id war files 

NEWYORK(R) — Th. CIA is preparing to release thousands of 
files on some of its mv n controversial cold war operations, 
induding the bunded ISlbji Bay of ffigs invadon of Cuba and 
U.S.-orchestrated coups in Guatemala and Iran in the 1950s, 
amrding to the New York 1 ^es. A report in Sunday's editions 

''itified government offidate as 
ake pubUc files on every major 
.e in from 1950 to 1963. Public 
nould occur in the coming year, is 
sure to hurt the irru^ of the Jentral Intelligence A^cy (CIA), 
given the sensitive nature of the information to be disdosed, the 
offidab conceded. But they said the move was necessary to in 
line with promises of openness the agency has been making since 
the end of the cold war. 

Clinton pays tribute to King 

EDGARTOWN, Mass. (AP) — President BQl CImttm plet^ed 
Satnrd.**' to work for r^mption of Martin Luther Kmg Jr.'s 
dream of equal opportunity in America, but said tiie country has a 
“long way to go.” “Quite simply, we've stfll got a lot to ^ in a 
town where dunge is bard and words too often sub stitute for real 
action," Mr. Qtooo said in a rarSo address to tiie nation. 
weekly broadc a st Uended praise for the slain Civil Rights leader 
widi an a arasm e n t of litt seven-month-old presidency. Mr. 
CfintoD taped it Friday in tbe oceanfront home where he has been 
vacatkming snee Ang. 19. “Many people say Fm pushing too 
hard for <^ange,” he said. “Well, 30 years a^ today, Nfeitin 
Luther King said, ‘this is no time to engage in the luxury of 
cooling off or the tranquilising drug of gradualism'." Utiity years 
after a'ca * to consdence echoed across America, a new assertive 
generation marched on Washington Saturday, pressing fresh 
demands for jobs and justice and trying to rekindle Martin Lather 
King Jr.’s dream. Under a relentless sun, the mardiers retraced 
1963's “emancipation mardi on Washington* with the common 
theme that legal equality is empty without economic opportunity. 
The crowd was far smaller than the 200,0OJ who heard King's 
“I Have A Dream** speech on Au|. 28, 1963 which led to- 
enactment of civil ri^ts and voting ngbts laws and helped chmge 
America. 

ICRC to appeal for respect 

GENEVA (R) — Tbe International Committee of tbe Red Cross 
(ICRC), mourning the deaths of three of its staff, will try this 
week to revive respea for humanitarian law and for its own 
much-abused emblem. Delegates from almost 160 states, includ- 
ing around 40 ministers, wfli attend tbe three-day internaticmal 
conference for the protection of war victims, jointiy organised by 
the ICRC and tbe Svnss ^ernment. Among them will be 
representatives from Bosnia^erzegovina, malrin g wh^ could be 
' thdr ferewell appearance at sndi a forum if Serb, Croat and 
Muslim leaders in U.N. Hea^oarters across the road sign a peace 
plan to partition their republic along ethnic lines. The ha« 

been called to reinforce public awareness of the 1949 Geneva 
Conventions designed to protect dvilians and prisoners during 
times of war as well as those working under the Red Qnos or Red 
Crescent emblems. Switzeriand is tbe depositary goverament of 
tbe conventions, wtudi 181 countries have recognised as binding, 
and tbe ICRC effectively monhois their impfementation. 

Nigerian strike worsens fuel shortage 

LAGOS (R) — A strike over the miUtaiy's installation of an 
mlected government ' -sened Nigeria's petrol cri^ Sunday, 
city La^. Pbople mieoed for hours 
veis jostied and yeDed in the scramble 
: frequent fistfights among motorists 
strike, called by the 3.5-fnillkm-strong 
umbrella trade union Nigeria Labour Congress began Saturday at 
the same time as a strike by the 50,000-strong oil worbns union 
Nupei^. Public utilities like water and elecoidty ^^eared to be 
operating nonnally hot the fuel shenrb^ge has {tiagoed 
oO^roducing Nigeria worsened as drivers refused to lift feel at 
refeieries. 

Russian parliament goes on offensive 

MOSCOW (R) — Boris Yeltsi • has predicted a black September 
for his rivals in Russia's pmliament bat it is the legislatiire ttet 
enters autnmn on die ofiinisive. When parHament refesed to 
down on high-spending budget plans Friday it came as no surprise 

in Moscow or in Western capitab where Russian finanfla^ are 
watched nervously. Tbe oounti/s l^jslatois will be no mcne 
pliable next monfe. PresideDt Yeltsin has said he will name a 
strong figure before tbe month is out to run die Seenrity hfinistiy, 
replacing Viktor Barannikov who was sacked three weeks ago. 
“Hiere dioioe has effe^ely been made,” &rgei Filatov, head ^ 
Mr. Yehsn’s personal adm^tradon, told the newsp^rer Kom- 
somolskaya Pravda. “You may find it an unexpected dioice." Mr. 
Yeltsin will need a powerful security chief in place for the month 
if be plans, as he hints, radical action to pass through autumn 
parliment^ elections. 

Chinese kidnapped in Phiiippines 

ZAMBOANGA, PhOippiiies (AFP) — Unidentified gunmen 
abducted a wealthy ethnic Chinese businessman near this soi^ 
em city Sunday, defying an intensive government drive against 
kidnapping, potioe said. Ricardo Tong, 70, former manner of a 
large shipy^, was riding a mountain bike in tbe coastal vfllage of 
Kaimt eariy Sunday when four men forced him into a car niwb 
was later foond abwdoned, they added. Hiere was no unmediate 
word on the condition of Mr. Tong, former mana^ of the 
Varadero De Recodo, one of the bigg^ shipyards on w western 
ade of Nfindanao Idand. Police believed Mr. Tong was taken by 
boat to die la«4ess island of Basilan off Zamboang^ where some 
2,000 |ovenumnt froops and police have beat w^ji^ a manhunt 
for a udnapping band led by former Muslim separatist guerrillas. 


further crippling the 
outride petrol station. 
for petrol and there 
wielding jerry cans. Tli 


Cambodia 
seeks rebel 
concessions 
before talks 

PHNOM PENH (R) — Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, co-leader 
of Camboffia's interim govern- 
ment, said Sunday tbe Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas should submit to 
government demands before any 
new talks. 

Government officials say the 
Khmer Rouge has been trymg to 
arrange round-table discussions 
vrith the government and bead of 
state Pri^ Norodom Sihanouk 
in the North Korean capital 
Pyongyang next week. 

Prince Ranariddh told lepor- 
ters that because the problem was 
a Cambodian one, any such talks 
should take place in Phnom 
Penh, ' but it was up to Prince 
Sifaanoak, his fetber, to decide. 

“In my opinion we should 
await his return to Cambodia^ 
the ISth of September tb bave-^ 
aroond table, if the Khmer 
Rouge respects our pprition,'* be 
said. ^ 

Prince Ranariddh said H'^n 
Sen. bis partoer in leading uie 
interim administration, bad 
advised Mm that before peeing 
to any talks they should insist on 
Khmer Ronge 'oompffiance with 
government demanch that it dis- 
mantle its army and open up its 
zones of control. 

“If those conditions are fulfil- 
led there is no problem to accept 
to put them in tbe national army 
and as advisors tu tbe govern- 
ment,” Ftinos Ranariddh said. 

The Khmer Rouge, vhose re- 
volutionaiy rule in tiie 1970s kil- 
led a million Cambodians, is de- 
manding such an advisory role 
desj^ boycotting U.N.-run elec- 
tions in May and refusing to 
implement Cambodia's 1991 
peace agreement. 

It call^ for urgent talks ator 
tbe goverament army launched 
big attacks earlier tins month that 
drove the guerrillas from stron- 
gfetids in the northwest. 

Prince Ranaxideffi, Hun 
Sen and other senkr politicians 
are due to fly to see Prince 
Sihanouk in Pyongyang Monday, 
taking with them a draft of a 
constitution. 



Newty elected President of Shig^M^ Ong Teng 
Chea^ (centre), is greeted by lus sui^Hirters 


jgiiiMfay somi after be was deelar^ the winner in 
pnaidfntinl deettons (AFF .pbote) 


Govemment man wins Singapore polls 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — Sing- 
aporeans have i-lec^ govern- 
ment nominee and former Depu- 
ty Premier Ong Teng Cheong as 
their first preridenli with execu- 
tive TOwers, but left a large anti- 
establishment vote intact, 
analysts said Sunday. 

Mr. Ong took 58.7 per cent or 
952,513 of valid votes cast, 
according to official returns 
announce Sunday, but former 
goverament Cbim Accountant 
Chua Khn Yeow surprised with a 
strong showing. 

“Chua is a nice man but be 
really bad nothing to offer. IBs 
votes must be counted as anti- 
PAP (People's Action Party) 
votes,'* said lawyer Joshua 
J^aretnam, a former o pporitiou 


membec of pariiament (MP) bar- 
red frra ranning by a prvem- 
ment conumssfon. 

Mr. Chua, 67, who confessed 
fee government had urged him to 
enter the race to provide a con- 
test, poned '6703^ or 41.3 p^ 
cent MbaJlots cast after a low-key 
camprign fee left Singqxnoaiis 
wondering if be really wanted'fee 
job. 

He was written off until two 
days before polfing whdn, in a 
surprise swi^ tactics, he 
asked voters to back him to en- 
sure that the PAP, whid has 
ruled tins pro sp erous commercial 
hub for more fean 30 years, did 
not amass too mnefa power. 

“Do yon want fee PAP to 
dominate the presidency as 


wen?” be said, in tiie second of 
two television appearance's, 
aUuding to Kfr. Ongfs position as 
party chairman and deputy pre- 
mier, posts he quit to run for tiie 
presidency. 

Mr. Ong was also en^nsed by 
Prime hfinister Gob Chok Tong, 
hfr. Gob's predecessor Singapore 
patriaidi "Loo Kuan Yew aM the 
PAP itseif, althoo^ Mr. Goh 
said he could work widi Mr. Qiua 
if tiie refeed dvil servant won. 

Nfr. Lee had mooted tiie re- 
valued preadency in tiie mid- 
19^, saymg it was necessary to 
guard die difliw* a 

profligate government wimiing 
power and sqnapderiqg , Singa- 
pore's huge r ese rves now' tott- 
ing some SO tnffion 


France suspends aid to Central Africa 


BANGUI (AFP) — Vote count- 
ing continued Sunday in die Ccd- 
trd African RepubKc as France 
warned that its co-operation with 
die country would only resume if 
a bid to alter tbe electoral code 
was wifedrawn, Fxendi Fmeign 
bfimsoy Officials said. 

Central African President 
Andre Kofingba issued decr^ 
Saturday altering the electoral 
code and constitutional court 
makeup when first results the 
Ai^. 22 election put him in 
foc^ place. 

Marrel-.Leadqpie. .wfee preri- 
dent of theindqjebd^rEleao^ 
Commisskm, said fee preadent's 
decree had 7'not taken into' 


acco unt the ^mt of co ns ensus” 
in the commisaon, whkh is 
headed by a member of tbe 
opposi ti oo, and that as he bad 
. acM “without acting the advice 
(rf the connnxssion's membeis,' 
IK <Sd. not feel we had to obey." 

“In principal, there is notiimg 
to Stop the Supreme Court from 
pobtifeing tile results as planned” 
on Ang. 30, Mr. Loadegue said. 

Eariy Sund^ a senior French 
dSpknn^ Mkhel Lunven, told 
Vfr. Kplhi^ feat Paris conde- 
mned fee measures and insisted 
OQ an “iHSoechate” lestoiation of 
the democcatic process', ^ 
French Foreign Ministry s^d 
here. . 


On Sunday morning, wife vir- 
tually, all votes cooiited, .Mr. 
Kolin^ia was in fo u rth place with 
11.46 pa' cent of the vote. For- 
mer Prime hflnister A^ge-Felix 
Patasse was in tile lead wife 39.94 
^ cent of the vote, folloiwed by 
fbnner President David Dadco 
who won 21.51 per cent and Abel 
Goumba m third place. The le- 
maining votes were ^lit between 
four other candidates. 

France was heavily involved in 
tiie logistical preparation of the 
election. It ns^ fee 1,400 French 
soldiers statkmed in-C^tral Afri- 
ca to distribote urns, voting 
bootiis and voting bolletuiS, and 
used {rfanes and hdicc^iters to 
collect the icsults. 


U.S. satellites said aiding Angola army 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — U.S. 
spy satellites are providmg Ango- 
la's air force wife inteUigence, 
dramatically increasing the 
accuraqr of its attacks on UNTTA 
rebels, according to diplmnats 
and military angsts. 

“The Americans ... have been 
furnish^ tbe Angolan govera- 
ment with such infmnnation since 
soon after (U.S. President Bill) 
Clinton switdied sidtes,** a (fiplo- ' 
mat told Renters, opoting weU- 
plaoed sources in fee ^golan 
military. 

Militaiy analysts said govern- 
ment ibiim were fi ghting wife a 
new sense of pur pose and bad 
adneved several successes dniing 
tiie p^ few we^, induding 
hard-hitting air attacks on UN- 
ITA’s Huambo Headquarters 
and an air-supported ground 
thrust towards the dty, tte re- 
bels' central highlands stron- 
ghold. 

Miguel Augnsto, bead of tbe 
Angolan dqtiomatic mission to 
Soufe Africa, said he was not in a 
position to confirm or ^ny tiie 


satellite i^xirts. U.S. diploinats 
said feey fed sot wish to cenn- 
ment. 

“The main reason for our suc- 
cess is tbe reorganisation of tbe 
army. We are doing what we are 
doing without outside he4>. Stor- 
ies of U.S. spy satellites could be 
part of an attempt by UNTTA to 
explain its setback,” Mr. Augus- 
to told Reuters. 

A Luanda-based diplomat said 
he believed tbe Angolan Air 
Force had used U.S. satellite 
inteI%eno6 to pinpoint and d^ 
troy a lai;^ UNITA relief convoy 
betneen Afenongue and Onto in 
Bie province, 150 kilometres 
from Huambo. 

“The air attack was very dead- 
ly,' tiie diplomat said. “As a 
result of iL UNTTA was unable to 
reinforce hs men at (tbe besieged 
city of) Cbito.'* 

hfeanwfaile, t hr ee peoftie were 
killed by unidentified gnmngti 
who ambushed relief lorries 
stragpimg behind a U.N. aid con- 
voy m Angola's Bengnela pro- 
vince, an aid official said Sunday. 


World Food Programme 
(WFP) official Mercedes 
'»ytnues said tinee lorries were 
bit by gunfire near Catenge 
Satun^ after drop|ring behind 
the main 75-trnck convoy deliver- 
ing food to war reftigees in Cnbal 
and Caimbambo. 

“Three drivers were killed and 
(me was woonded. One of tbe 
trucks was partiy destroyed,*’ 
Harare-based Sayagues told Reu- 
ters by tdqfeone. 

Mr. Sayagues said she did not 
know who attacked the convoy 
wfaidi was traveUing through an 
area recently recapfered by gov- 
ernment toms from UNTTA re- 
bels. 

“Several vdndes dropped out 
of the convoy wife punctured 
tyres. After the repairs they left 
Catenge without permission of 
the Angolan mfiitejy to try to 
catch up,” she sai± The WFP has 

been moving thousands (if tonnes 
of food aid in tracks since UN- 
ITA attacks on relief aircraft 
forced it to suqiend mercy flights 
to Angolan mland dties. 


Jackson aide cites $20 milli on ^silence’ demand 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A lawyer 
demanded $20 million from 
Mldiael Jafeson to buy a cfaScTs 
sQenoe on sexual abuse daimg, 
tiie pop supeistar^s private inve^ 
tigator said in a pnbtisb^ inter- 
view Sunday. 

InvestigatoT Antiumy Pelli(aiio 
said he countered a $350,000 
offer to the lawyer for a Beveriy 
Hills dentist who tiir^tened to 
make pnt^ sexual-abuse allega- 
tions Ity his young s(m ^ 

singer, now in Singapore on a 
world tour. 

He said tbe man, dubbed 
htist to tbe star,” wanted the 
money to become a HoUywood 
screenwriter. 

Mr. PeUicano said tbe fatiier 
and lawyer threatened to accuse 
Jackson of (feDd mfeestation and 
to make those cfaari^ in court 
documents related to a parental 
custody battle unless the money 
was paid, the Los Angeles Tunes 
reported Sunday. 

The report followed confirma- 
tion from official sources feat 
po^ were takiiig a dosei look at 
claims from Jackson's camp feat 
the abuse aUegatiems grew out of- 
the father’s failed attempt to 
blackmai] fee entertainer for mil- 
lions of dollars. 

Jackson and bis entourage ar- 
rived in Singapore Saturday for 
Us next round of concerts and 
was joined Ity longtime friend, 
actres Elizabefe Taylor, who 
Tufeed to Us side to lend support . 

He has denied molesting ^ 
13-year-old boy, and p(tiice have 


so tar come up wife no ^ysical 
evkienoe to si^port tbe filing of 
criminal diaiges against tiie sio- 
ger. 

Mr. PeUicano told the Times 
that tiie tether and ins son met 
Jackson and fee private investiga- 
tor at a southern Ca^foraia hotel 
on tbe nigfit of Ang. 4. 

At that meeting, Mr. PeUicano 
said tiie father . demanded that 
Jackson set him up as a screen- 
writer and accused Jadcson of 
molesting his son, tiie Times re- 
ported. 

Jackson did not respond during 
tiiat meeting, and the father 
stormed out of the room, Mr. 
PeUicano told tiie Tlines. 

Later the same ni^it, Mr. PeUi- 
cano said, the father’s lawyer 
proposed that Jadcson pay tiie 
father SS miUitm a year for four 
years in exchange to not gdng 
pubKc vdth the all^^ns, the 
newspaper reported. The money 
was to be paid in tiie form of fw 
film devefopment projects. 

Mr. Peffimmo SM be reftued 
that offer and the next day told 
tbe fetfaer's laam feat he would 
pay the fetber'KlM,000 as a film 
development d^, accwdiiig to 
fee newqmper. 

“I was ti^g to set Um up wife 
tiie extortion,” Mr. PeUicano wm 
quoted as saying. “I wanted to 
see if be would take it.” 

Instead fee father took Us son 
to a therapist on Aug. 17, and the 
child rep(>rted a history aU^ed 
sexual abuse by Jackson, 
toudiing off a crimuial investiga* 


tion. 

Mr. PeUicano said he has 
shared details of the meeting wife 
police, but there was no mention 
of vfey be bad not taken fee case 
to .authorities before news of the 
c on t r o veis y broke last week. 

The tefeer, who U» not wiiwlo 
any public comment on fee case, 
has told friends tiiat ^ allega- 
tions of attemited extortion axe 
untrue, tbe Tunes said. 

It is iUegal to attempt to trade 
silence to money in a c riminal 

case, and any lawyer inv(tiwd can 
be barred from practice, leg al 
experts say. 

As Jadcson prepared for a Sun- 
day coocCTt, Taylor broke her 
sUence. “I totaUy believe 100 per 
cent in Michael's integrity," she 
said in an interview wife News- 
week magaane en route to Singa- 
pore. “He'd rather cut Us own 
wrist than harm a diUd.” 

Eartier tins year, during a rare 
television interview wife Jackson, 
Ms. Taylor was a^ImH about the 
sin^s sometimes eccentric be- 
havkmr. “He's the least weird 
man I know,” the l^qidazy Ifol- 
lywood star repUe(L 

Tbe b(ty, who is at the centre of 
a custody di^te betw^ Us 
divoiced parents, dahned feat 
Jackson’s advances b^an until 
affectionate cuddUng and later 
involved mastnrbatfon and oral 
sex, aooordiiig to files obtained 
from a Califetoa Dq»rtmmit of 
Children’s Services investi g ation. 

Jackson's brother Jermaine 
was quoted by a British Sifeday 


paper as saying be isjnnooent and 
his femily believes Um. 

Jermaine also criticised tiieir 
sister Latoya, who was quoted 
earlier tins week as saym g she 
Mkfeael about his 
friendships wife young boys, 
“Latoya has gone too far this 
time,” fee Mmor quoted Jermaine 
as saying. '*She dSdn’t sp^ to 
Um Ux)ut feat.” 

He added; “They don't speak 
and haven't rooken to years." 

Jermaine ateo criticised tb^ 
ristCT Latoya, who was quoted 
earlier tins week as saying she 
bad waraed AffichaeL tfeout Us 
friendships with young b(tys. 

• ‘o® far this 

tune, to AfiiTor quoted Jer- 
maine as saying. 

He ad<M: “They don't speak 
Bid havm't spoken for 

Us Ktii birthday hi Sinaapore 
Sunday without appaient^^ 
nw^ahead of 
seu-out concerts, 
fe^n arrived in Sin^pore 

“** Dangerous tour. 
Afifeael Jai&on has no pai^ 
pfMramine or scfaedto 
Sund^ otto than his perfrmn- 
ance, saa Elaine Au, spokes- 

prombterT 
“We did not make any 
anangements fo, ha 

s aid soon after his anival 
® good 

rest as he was vere tired aflCTlS 

concerts fa, Ba^“ 




China has 800 
million TV viewers 

PEKING (AFP)-T*-o^*rf 

^te 1980^ fee^®^ 
Acency quoted a Ouna Cenixai 

xSoa (CCTV) 

findinE. The survey found fe^iF 

^*^five Chinese a 

sion set, up from one ui W wto 
the country’s reform^, opem^ 
policies were staiwj m 

jafeoa said. It said to most 
watched television prrogramme 
was the main evem^ ne^ 

There were 41,000 sateBite earth 

iations, an 800-fold rncr^ 

from 1985, tbe 

news media is stffl tightl y 

led by to Communist Pa^, bw 
prtwramming has been (fayera- 
M along wife fee accelera^ ctf 
market reforms feis year. Prr^ 
satellite dishes have also made it 
easier for Chinese to get around 
^yverninent censorship. 

British royals, at ^ 

turn of century, 
used narcotics 

ABERDEEN, Scotland (R) — 

The British ro)«I famUy toi^ » 

and heroin for mefeonaj 
purposes in around tbe turn of 
the century, according to 
pharmacy re(joTds. Brifeh news- 
papers seized on a report in a 
Scottish magazine fe^ Queen 
Victoria and other royals ordered 
fpraing and heTuin-based r& 
medies wben holidaying at tiieir 
Babnorai estate. Records from 
1897 to 1914 from a loug-cdosed 
pharmacy near Balitioral showed- 
royate «nri odiers, indodhig a 
young Winston Churchill, _ 
ordered items such as Bella- 4N 
donna or cocaine lozenges to 
“sodwd occasionally” to a varie- 
ty ot nifliflriies. Sucfa drugs were 
still regulariy prescribed in fee 
eariy part of fee centoty, before 
bein^ made illegal in 19^. 
“Opium was a common addictive 
drag at to time,” said a spokes- 
man to tiie R(iyal Phaimaceiftic- 
al Society. “It could be boc^t in 
to grocer's shop and cheaper 
than akxtoL” 

Man awarded 
compensation for 
failed vasectomy 

WEtUNGIW (AP) — A tri- 
bunal has awarded 8,000 (krfiars 
($4,400) to a man whose wife 
became pregnant after Us vasec- 
tomy faolea. The num, whose 
name was not made public, bad 
fee vasectomy in 197o. Afto Us 
wife gave biife in 1988, he filed 
for damages. The New Zealand 
Press Assodatioo reiMited feat # 
to man told the accident com- 
pensation appeal autbority 
underwent fee procedure becanse 
he and Us wife already had sever- 
al children. Doctors assured him 
at to time of fee opeiaticm that 
be would bMome sterile. In a 
decision handed down this week, 
to anthority deemed to 
vasectomy a “metoal misadvea- 
ture,” or an acci(ient to which no 
(me was to blame. The govera- 
ment will pay the man, who has 
rince nndmgone a seco^ vasec- 
tomy, through a taxpaveis' acci- 
dent fond. 

Barflned$200 

for not charging 

for water ^ 

CHIETI, Italy (AFP) — Thei. 
owner of an I^an bar has beetr ^ 
fined fee equivalent of $200 for 
ser^g a of tap water wife a 

sito of lemon to a customer 
without drarge. Giacomo De 
Angelis, the oumer of to bar in 
tins Adriatic resort town, 
that financial police told Um that 
he should have issued a sal e s 
ticto for 500 lira (30 cents). 
Italian bars generally serve glas- 
ses of water without charge to 
people wbeiber they are custom- 
ers or not 

Colombian drug 
cartel horse 
castrated 

BOGOTA, C(domUa (AP) 

n ^ fu^^e drug boss A 

Pabto E^bar ifeo ab^cLd hk l i 
bro^ Roberto's mfllioii-donar ' ' 
* castrated Satur- 
lyrae was found tied to 

a tree m Medellin, the base of 

syndicate, pofioe said. A 
sign near the aramal read* “Ter- 
{^ 0 - we return you to to 

reduced hfe 
Stolen 1^ 
a r^ belonging 
“ jan-^ 
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Miller wins gynuis 

SALT lake city fAP> 
champion Shannon Mil eraduTt t-’ S. 

uneven bars and floo iu the 

thc_ final ■» 


pic silver nwSt°»id 

li sor.1. Su. I 

nighi. D=wes..lso cprurld 

for ^Ey?" Da\ro saLd^'^l?!' “ "■"“viiiun 

pretty mJ’.!. rB^if o« ot S 

other one just h'as to w h®=rder ' ' 

Saturday, John Rocihlisb.;™, , 

lo hu‘^1,5 

MUer won the bars with a near-perfect v &-,7 

imtineeapped by a ramtoJ-siraight bndfoe »lcr 

flMr eKreise. highlighted by a halw“]J^ n ~ 

^ 

lapped out of bounds, finished just 
l^hu^redlhs Of a ^,n» behind. Kerri Strue 15 
darned second wuh a 9.8 on the ban, and wi 


third in floor exerdse. 

Dawes. 16, scored 9.S&1 in the vault to ed^ 
Miller 19*buftdKd(bs of a point. She had in 
easier time on the bean, earning a 9.6^ fior a 
routine feanirinfi (our forward flips and a spinning 
disnKHUiL 

Keliee Davis, 15, was second with 9.437 and 
Miller settled for third after slipping at (he begin- 
nii% of her routine. 

In winning the rings gold, Koethlisbetger ex- 
ecuted double twUts and two reverse somersMiits 
into a pe/fcei iaiufing and a 9.612 score, edging 
runnerup Cliainey Unsphrey by i2>hundreAhi of a 
point. 

Ruethiisherm did it with a sore ankle, injured 
during Thursday's optional competition. 

Chris Waller, 24, won hts third consecutive 
paiioiiai pommel borse championship, a 

strong handspring and flawless landing to cam a 
9.275 score. 

Ri>eihbsberger*s strong performances in the 
bone and rings on Tbun^y belp^ him win the 
all-around crown. Umphrey finished second aU- 
around and Scon Keswick, winless in the appar- 
Mus round Saturday, was third. 

The Cqca-Colav^KiDsored meet selects 14 men 
and 20 women for the national ^uad, which will 
represent the United States in domestic and 
intemarional eompedtion. 



Jaha Kaokkonai of Finland gets airbonie during the 1000 Lrites Rafly In oertral Flntaod (AFP ^lolo)' 

Kankkunen captures 1000 Rally 


JYVASKYLA, finland (AFP) — 
Juha Kankkunen (Toyota) won 
bis second 1000 Lakes Rally in his 
own neck of the woods Stmday. 

Kankkunen, who virtually 1^ 
from start to finish, ed^ out his 
finnish compairidt Ari yaune,a. 
(Subarii) by. sceoi^i j«fld 
Frank's Dialer "Auriol (Toyota) 
by 2min lOsec. 

The 34-year-old triple world 
chaminon kept ahead of his two 
rivals by intelligent tactics, and 
only Vatanen, who nosed past of 
him by three seconds on Satur- 
day, was ever ahead of him dur- 
ing the race. 

But the 34-year-old from 
Laukaa, a village a few 
kilometres fitim Jyvukyla, soon 
^owed who was boss by tm- 

Ullrich, 

Van Moorsel 
victorious 

OSLO (AP) — German teen- 
ager Jan Ullrich took the lead 
with about 2(X) metres left and 
held on to win the men's amateur 
Foad race in the World Cycling 
Championships Saturday. 

Ullrich finished the 184- 
kilometie (114-mile) race in four 
hours, 13 minutes and nine 
seconds for an average speed of 
43.610 kph (27.1 mph). 

Kaspars Ozers of Latvia, who 
led brmfly coming into the final 
stret^ in downtown Olso, was 
second and Lubok Tesar of Czech 
Republic third, both clocking the 
same time as the winner. 

Leontien Van Moorsel of Hol- 
land edged Jeannie Ciprelli- 
Longo of France in another sprint 
finish to win the women's 92- 
kilometre (57-mile) road race. 

Van Moorsel, 23, the 1991 
world champion, covered the 
race in 2;21:^. Longo was right 
behind in a razor-thin finish, fail- 
ing to win the women's title for an 
unprecedented fifth time. 

Laura Charameda of the Un- 
ited Slates nipped Michela Fanini 
of Italy for the bronze medal. 
Both finished four seconds be- 
***"<*• 

■ It was the first lime the 29- 
year-old' Charameda made the 
medal podium in a championship. 

Van Moorsel. who broke 
tfcm uflh in 1990 when she cap- 
cured the 3.000-ineire pursuit 
world championship title, said 
after the race thai the course was 
good for her and that *T now have 
a little more powee in my legs.” 


mediately regaining the lead. 

Kankkunen also consolidated 
his lead in the World Drivers* 
Championship which be heads 
with 91 paints. Auriol is second 
on 71 points with Frenchman 
Frarioois Oeleeour, absent from 
tbB jraoCtitftifd .oti 7p. 

But in the constructors race, 
Toyou heads the list with 131 
points, ahead of Ford (111 pts) 
and Lancia (67 pts). 

Yet with four rounds of the 
World Championship left to run, 
in Australia. San Remo, Spain 
and Great Britain, the race for 
the 1993 champiOQ^ip is far from 
over. 

Vatanen, in his Subaru Impre- 
za again showed his immense 



HonaBd's L«mU« V«i MoortdjiibiUtes >s ^ erm the 
before Jcaniiie Loogo-ClprdB of France to win the women s World 
« Oslo (AFP photo) 



talent as be relentles^y snapped 
on the heels of Kankkunen. 

But during Sunday immiing, he 
had to concede defeat. 

Home supporters were dis- 
appointed to see Markku Alen 
career off ibo road Friday mornh- 
tng during- the' first 'special su^. 

And last year’s winner Auriol 
had a chance till Saturday night 
when a bad landing after a jump 
left his car badly d^eged, put- 
ting an end to his title bop^ 

Though Hnland's Tommi Kak- 
kinen held on for fourth spot in 
his Landa. he, like the hfiuubishi 
Luoers of Sweden's Kenneth 
Eriksson and Armin Sdiware of 
Germany, were never in the hunt 
for the premier prize. 


MoBka Seka 

Seles struggles to return 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Monica Seles, recovering from stab 
wmiads reoevied at a tournament foor months ago, feeU strange 
about the U.S. Open surting Monday without her. 

“ Life feds weird,” um CtW in an inrerview broadcast 
Satzuday. ”I would be at toumaments now. It's August and 1 am 
not ythm 1 want to be. 1 don't know why I am here." 

Seles was stabbed in the back at a tournament in Hamburg. 
Germany, last April by a man who said he wanted her opponent, 
Steffi Graff, to h<M the world's number one ranking. 

&lci has spent past few tnonibs recuperating at a clinic in 
Vail. Goionm. Gf^ has dominated the women’s tennis scene. 
repUdng &les as the world's lop-ranked player. Seles said she 
was disappointed Gi^ has not called to speak with her. 

”I just felt she could call me once or twice to see how 1 was 
dmng,** Seltt said. 

Sem has a new tennis mcqiM waiting for her return, aJthou^ 
she has been rehidznt to pip il 
” 1 lotric at the racquet and 1 go *ooob,”* she said. “I tried to 
handle the racket. Mimen 1 picked it up, it felt very weird. Did ! 
ever play this sponT” 

‘*1 uy not to look at the racquet. It is in the corner. I will open it 
when 1 am IQO per cent.** 

^les has no timetable for returning to the court. 

**My answer to myself is I always practice very hard,” she said. 
”If 1 am going to come badk, I will have that. It is going to take a 
lot of months. I told myself to be patient.” 

When Seles does return, the plans to put her celebrity status to 
good use. 

“Rfiien I go back, hopefully I will be able to do something with 
my game 1 wo^ not have otherwise.** she said. “I just have to 
look at the positive. It is too sad when I look at the negative.” 
Seles tries not to recall (be moment she was attacked. 

”1 toudied my back and felt blood,” Seles said. “My brother 
came in and told me to stay calm. I was lucky my brother was 
(here. He was able ro keep me oonoemrating on one thing.” 
She feels fonunau a comeback is possible. 

”He by about this much from taking me out forever,” 

Sdes said, boldmg her fingers close together. ‘Tm lucky I can 
swing a racquet.” 

Zelezny breaks world record 

SHEFFIELD, England (Agencies) Jan 2;elezny of il^ Czech 
Republic bnke his own world javetin^rdcord Sunday. 

The worid duunptoo threw 9S.w metres to beat the figure of 95.54 
metres set in South Africa in April. 

Meanwhile world cfaampiofis Nooreddine MorccU of Algeria and> 
Merlene Otiey of Jamaica used victories at the ISTAF *93 meet 
Bertin to move into a crowded field of leaders in the Mobil Grand 
Prix overall standings. 

Occey, die women^s overall Grand Prix winner in 1987 and 1990. 
won the KXI utotres m 11.01 seconds Friday, joining fellow world 
champions Sally Gunnell of Britain and Mana Mutola of .Mozambi- 

2 ue, lad a hi^ jump world record-bolder Siefica Kostadinova of 
lulaaria, atop tm women’s overall standing with 45 pcinis each. 
Mutola won ^ 800 metres at ^rliu in one minutes, 57.99 seconds 
and Kostadiaova won the high jump at 2,00 metres (6 feet-6, 3-4 
faicbea). Gunnell did not compete. 

Hill triumphs in Belgian GP 


faSSr ™-= ancfo. 

I COHCORP 

Last Action Horo Ariel Imani 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. ft: IS. 8:30. 10:30 in 

Wad Sayyed Al Shaghal 

'America Shikabika (Arabic) 


SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS, Bel- 
gium (R) — Briton Damon Hill 
scored a second su cc ess ive For- 
mula One victory and secured the 
Coostructora* World Cbain- 
piooshlqr ftn- his WUUims team 
iriien he won the Belgian Grand 
Prix Sunday. 

KU, who rccoi .«ed his maiden 
vidoty in tiie Hoogarian Grand 
Prix two weeks ago. followed 
diampioDSliip leader Alain Prost 
for toe first M Ups before sweep- 
ing ahead at the beginning of lap 
31 when his William team mate 
was hampered by a slow pft stop. 

Oe/WMO MkbaeJ Sebumaeber 
in a Benetton made a strong 
challenge in the dosing stages but 
had to settle for second place. 

Schumacher drove brilfianily to 
squeeze ahead of Prost and push 
the Frenchroan into third place. 

Brazilias Ayrton Senna in a 
Md-aren finahed fonrtii. Briton 
Johnny Herbert in a Locus was 
fifth and Italian Ricesrdo Patrese 
was sixth in the second Benetton. 

The per fo rmances of Hill and 
Prost giwe the Viliams team the 
oonstraetors’ title for the second 
successive year. 

Prost, startin from the 31st 
pole position of hii long career, 
took the lead in the outy laps 
with Hm and Soma behind him. 

The Erenchman resisted one 
pasting attempt Hill on Up 25 
but pa^ the when be suf> 
fe red hb slow pH stop for tyres six 
liqM Uicr. 

Hill, son of former world 
diamition Graham Hill, took oora- 


Tel.: 6992381 1(3iiema 


Sabatini drops out 
against Sanchez ¥lcarle 


W.ASHINGTOS sAyenclcs) 
GabrseU Sjba!lni LVin^pijsnin:; o! 
njUbca, :e*.irev! five ginics 

of the '.econci <e; giving .Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicarij c;! Spzin 
4-1 triumph on the finLi! d.sv Of 

the S2iW.CifS/ E!i2.ibe!h .Ardets 

WTa Challenge S: :'jril3> rj»:ht. 

The ricter) iisured a is.iin of 
three Europea.ts or.d I'ne Soutii 
African cf the overall cham- 
pionship eQ-J the fir^t 

prize in the !i::iqus four-day 
event. 

Fticif pi:s«erii from North and 
south Aincnj.t 'ai! ‘p'ii 

In Che veeci.-'.d :na‘.i:[! of thi: 
evening, wh.'jh had no be.ulnp on 
the au’.come of the te.mt cor;:pe:i- 
tion. Mz.'v Joe Fcrnar.J-.*.i won 
4-6, A-J. 2-': whsri J-svJs So’.o'r;! 
cf the Cjcch RepaMij caS'.L-J i' 
quilv bee:±L:&e of .1; riji^C 

shoulder. 

Many in '.hr erouj 
booed a-, she plisver*.. left ’‘m 
court. 

Ironu*^j!:v. Ferri’-'i-crc .haJ 


Sabritini complained of di/zineu 
and nausea, but i! w-asn’t clear 
vvhefuer her illness was caused by 
the hidt. The temperature was 
approaching 9il with humidity 
Over 7.^5 per cent. The spokes- 
va:d Sabntini sti!! expects 
p!av m the L'.S. Open .ne.si 
v.ceS: ■ 

Chang tops Edberg, Ros&et 
beats Ivanisevic 

in ComtriJck, New York, fifth- 
needed .Michael Ch.^ng beat top- 
seeded Stefan Edberg and un- 
tceded Marc Rosset defeated No. 
7 Goran Ivanisevic Saiurdav in 
•he semifinals of the SSOO.J.Bji.i 
Hiui’.le: Cup. 

Chang's 6-1, 6-2 victor, was .his 
second >n a row ove.<- Edberg, tiic 
defending champion in n«.\t 
week's L'.S. Open. 

R'jise:, ran'sed 30'.h m the 
uorld. vv.is !U minutes quicker ia 

'■eatlriL Ivanisevic 6-3, 6-5 in 59 

.mi.'iUtrs. 


when 1 ddivi^rated and v,;v. 
dying ou: there. 

"But aiain. 1 had locomc 
from ?hj! nnj 1 .scr.c ;y.y 
best. T;;r li:!-.* v.:nJ '■•.'‘.■i 
time*, for me. rii py*. inis Lvhicd 
me ar.o .'c.;d> N!o;;Ja> 

when the Or-ar t'cr.i:'-*. Tni-- nas 
happened before. I'd wor.-y .n 
little :fi w.:> .Mich. id ana pi.r-ini; 
.my best tenrjis .now. hav.- :■:« 
have .! hitlv- Icf; ir.::- the 
Open." 

Chang, who .'as by 

Edberg sr. a.-r cr.v fi-.c-hour ierr.i- 
fina! ma'.»h in !a-t -.cjr'N Onan. 
has won 3 o; iiij I..s« 1-* m. itches, 
.til on na:Jc;"'ar:. 

■*i'J !:!.■-• TO :. ;hi:. into 
the Opa.'i." he s.iiJ. "I'lr. ao: 
ctmeernea I hope * ha- 

ven't piaved nv. best tcriRis >vi. I 
hope :o cc: ir=;t=: in the Open. 

Ro.i-sc'.'b v:j'.:,ry over IvasvveviC 
was oniv his -.r.omi ni nine meet- 
ings. :::r >.'ti chiv ai 

last vea/ s Olvrr.?:. . 


led PU! of 2 craMe.% m:s!.''n on 

Plavm.:; in temperatures ihui 

L'akituvvms re 

Jwh OT15 

Friday w-*h ‘eiere .ibdjimirjal 

roitfj lii* SsgnrK ii’irsrir/. i3S Ce«- 



pains. 

«.iubi along vvith a gusty breeze. 

In S.-rrnvrtjd'. 

.Vew ir; 

"Ttic snouldcj heern 

Chang was much steadier as 

ye: j,nor!;e.' 'jr-4 

: a: t.'tc O'-'B 

boihcrini* .t.l- eve: \\:mble- 

iZdherg never reached break 

!n:ern..:;o:;:i: U:' 

.•..'-oid 

ilon’" N'j'.ts;.-:.:. "..iid. "5 ..i 

point agains: his service. 

Thom.i-'. En-.iv.s’. 


long Oi 1 onaij wi'h c*a: 

C'iiarig bea: Edberg ia the .ATP 


k's Laslj IV i. 

the L'.S Oser: Lvm:;:t: up. ! 

rliLn’.pionship fi.u! M Cineir.nati 

6-4, in :hr * 


didn't ttj:i: tjke the 

:?ariier :his month in three sets. 

day. 


hurting ;T .'.7.V fu:'.t:er." 

vvii^ very surprised the way 

Ena-.ia; 

Hie'.i St-.-vra. 

Sanches 

»h:r.:s went." Ch^ng said. "Ev- 


r M • ! fsw*u *0 . . . \ & « 

second in re.t: v.ec*;':- L'.S. Open. 

er;, tiling seemed to go my was. 1 

for tfir .vte' 

?:*. nv*:! No. 2 


took advantaae of n::n;erw'i:?. r.si'- 
takes, brea»:„".g Sabatin: f'-'iir 
times in the •?: and si*, tin’.o 
m seven ins-, c.serxs. 

.After faiijp.c 4-o ir. ’.Ug 

second set. Safasiniverite back to 
break Sanehec '/ic.jrio i.t the fift.h 
game, then cen.tded the match 
momc'sls ia'.rr. 

.A \sT.A 5pc«;ssv.L*n;a5i said 


was able to play solid tennis while 
';c scemrii a liiile frustrated." 

Edbrru siil! leads iheir head-ic*- 
!:r«J series 11-5. but the i-ns- 
-;dccj result left some doubts for 
n.Jherg a;* ha starts .hii L'.S. Ope.n 
defence. 

"MJehaei had a good day and 1 
v'.icSn't." Ed'cerg said. '*Phv.sca!h 
! had recovered from iFridav) 


Kare! Noi. c-1. 
in v. .ijTicri's .'air'ltiiials, a;<- 

seeijd 'i-.-.r-.>a Sci'.ar.d of La;-.-.a. 
wtio s ir> ;he 

sauL-a.-.cd h;. ;oi'-.ccJeJ N'ai.h.i'ic 
Taac!..! i-v. '•f' li.'-ll} 
Naialia .VrdvaJav.!, strong v-t-r- 
ver fr.'m L'^.raine. defcaicd 
Mei'iie Eaba'; .<• C’lcrm.ajv 6-L 


Mass violence soarked off bv minor incident 


mand and stayed in front despite 
the Ute surge by Schumacher. 


PARIS i.\FPi — rttrxh peace 
announced Sueday the cau&c of 
mass violence evir Lhe weekend 
when 510 focio.’.’,'. fan.: noted 
injuring 10 police. 

Paris Saint OerTiairi':'- n-otiH 
nous supporters erupted after 
security staff accosted a fan trying 
to retrieve aa object frrtn the 
field during their match against 
Caen. 

.Angry hooligans, insensed by 
this, mounted a fuli-scak: battle 
with police that ended with tear- 
gas being fired into the crowd and 
the players being led off the field. 

French League President .Noe! 
Le Grae: announced Sunday; 
"What ! saw‘ on television was 
shamefiti. This hooliganism prob- 
lem bos gone beyond the limits of 
football.” 

And France’s Iriterior Minister 
Charles Pasqua urged a "new 
approach” to security in football 
stadiums. 

Violence of a different kind 
was seen a day earlier on Friday 
evening, when Marseille, current- 
ly being investigated for alleged 
match-rigging and bribery, play- 
ed Monaco. Gennan intemarion- 
al Rudi Voeller was punched to 
the floor behind the referee’s 


wriJ'-ityl-d "Paris Rop." bega;: 
Meanwhile newly-prompted their ric: a:':er half an hour o: 
Cannes suiyed top despite ^ing their mi'.jh with C;*.en and man- 
hrid 1-1 by Sochaw: osa!! uf their aged ikt surround a group os 
rivals faltered. pclicjaicr bjiorc chavmg them 

Paris Sg's skinhead tans, the from the star.ds. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAMF 
a tANHAH HIRSCH 


1^'?^ ’.-sw"* M»a* i!*s 


.Q.l—Perh” vulnerable, os South 
vou hold; 

■>10S1 :Ad4 R1072 ».4Q7 
Tsv bidding h&r> proceeded: 

South Weet North East 
1 I Pen 1 ^ Pan 

A 

'I'l'hai do you bid now? 


WEEKLY BRIDGE Ql'lZ 

le. 05 South ’Q.d^Boti) vul.’ierablv, as Ssuti: 
you hoi± 

072 ».4Q7 *AK7S :aQS>S 5 : 73 
eeded: The bidding hs^ proceeded: 

th Eost North East South West 

Pass 1 # Pftg^ 1 ' Pass 

2 Pass ? 

7 Wba: dc ysu bid r.s'.v;' 


Q, 2— Both \’ulm'rable. as South 
you bold; 

6076 TEJS .'-.AQ6 «A1065 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Soueb West North East 
2 O Pam 1 # Paaa 
i NT Pass 3 * Pass 

A 

What do you bid now? 


Q.3— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold.' 

«4J96 TB63 :U76 «JB 
Penoer opens the bidding with one 
.00 trump. W'hat do you respond? 


Q.5— Neither vuliicroble, as So'.:'.h 
voj hold: 1 

«AT6 :AQ8 :QJ0 4.AQ107 | 
Thp bidd'OiS hfiti pnvet'ded: i 

South West North East j 
1 4 Puss 2 ^ Pass 
^ f 

What do you 'sid now'.' | 

Q.6^Ne:ther v'jlnt'.-able, ev So'jih i 
VOL hold: ; 

*.AQJ3-& ' .^Q107 E106 43 

The biJdsrj; has priu.-evdird- 
South West .North East 
] « 2 NT Pass 3 ♦ 

7 I 

What cciior: do you Mk^? I 


VACANCY 

English native teachers required tO' secretarial centre, 
varied subjects. 

Tel.: 680726 - Anne Francls-between: 12-6 p.m. only. 




pleasi 

Caliy 


^TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS. 

VILU FOR RENT & LOTS OF PUTS , W ITK OR 

WITHOLT FLRSm’RE 

JORDAN PROPERTY COMSOLTANT& 
Tel: 829882/829883 


! rS^RNlSHED VILLA IN TLA’ AL ALI^j 
I i FOR RENT I 

! ( Consists of 3 bedrooms, 5 verancas. 3 baihroom?, saJer:. dm:r.g J 
. ; room. Kitchen, b5au;ifu) garden piar.tes '.v:th frj:l '.ress. 'ard ; 
I I cenral healing, '.viih teiephone Si-i'as'e fc' dioioT.ats • 

i I For more information, please call tel. S28979 ; 

j r? 13 RNlSHED APARTMENT F©R REr^T": 

, IN UM UTHAiNA i 

: I ' 

■ l Three bedrooms. 3 bathrooms si'.’.:r:2 ano jioinj ico.-i. , 
I \ luxurious furniture, in 3 mooern ar j “lew ouilcing. / 
i I liiephone and indirpendent centra! .reavnq, suiichre ur a ) 
i i dioiomai. 1 

! ! Call tel. 820259 i 


AL-ZAMIL 

AIR CONDITIOJJERS 

The only air conditioners that proved their high quality at; 
over the Middle East area. 

provided with: 
fr Warranty for one year 
ir After tale maintenance 
All types & sizes are available at: 

Mechanical Engineers - Abdul Rahim Taha 
Tei. 611996, fax 624689, Tlx. 21680 ARTCO 
A MEC Trading Corp. Tel. 642722 


chic. 


j DA„v.:,,:.-.ANI 

Amra Hotel - Amman. 


TcU; 634144 


Fruky and Johnny 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

On Thursday and Friday special show for 
children al 11 a.m. a festival of cartoons 


Arabic 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 6:00. 8:lS. 10:15 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:00, 8JQ 


Tel.: 67557J 

llabfl Al Nashlnl Tlieam 


Qrese.’'j’s a plav entitled: 

Al flrn Nuron 

A popjiar pci;i:cai comeciy 
Actc'S' Abeer i:^sa. Daoud Jalaiel, 
risssan Al Shaer. Fuad Shomaii 
in additisn to other comedians 
Every mgh! at 6:15 
Tfcive.'s are sold all Jay 


Nabil & Hisharri’s '^=‘" 

AHLAN THEATRE 
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Bosnia partition 


plan hits snags 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — A prop- 
osed plan to carve-up Bo^a into 
duee ethnically-based mini-states 
append boomed Sunday as die 
Bc^an and Croat leaderships 
demanded motfifications and the 
Serbs threatened to withdraw 
already offerred concessions. 

The plan, brokered by Euro- 
pean Coonnanity (EC) mediator 
Lord Owen and 'ms U.N. conn- 
te^art Thorvald Stoltenberg, 
to be discussed Monday by 
iBosiiia’s dme warring pa^es at 
a new round of negotiations in 
Oeneva. 


. Over die weekend, representa- 
dves from eadi side met s^iarate- 
ly.tb vote on die plan with the 
Serbs approving it, the Croats 
ffttacBing oondidons to its accept- 
an^ arid the Muslims pressing for 
jD^jdr changes. 

. Bo^an Parliament Speaker 
Itfiro .Lazovic told a press confer- 
ence Sunday that tte Geneva 
plan conid not be a^^noved in hs 
•present form “bnt could serve as 
,a baas for the continnation of the 
.talks.” 


- ' He-said the Bosnian delegation 
tb'die peace talks wouid ask diat 
substantial diaoges be made to 
•the plan. He did not provide 
:^3ecmcs on the changes. 

M^rriiDe the countiy*s colle- 
gial .'presidency, comprising 
■Seibs, Croats and Muslims, was 
holding its own meeting on the 
-is^. Sunday. 


He was spe^ng after the Bos- 
nian deputies, meeting in 
Sarajevo, voted to carry on with 
the Geneva talks and to demand 
substantia] changes in the prop- 
osed plan. 

The Bosnian leadeiship has re- 
peatedly press^ for changes to 
die maps ontiimng the bound- 
aries of the three pit^iosed mini- 
states diat are to be carved out of 
die former Yugoslav republic of 
Bosma-Herzegovina. 

The self-styled Bosnian Croat 
parliament ateo gave conditional 
acceptance to die plan after meet- 
ing on the issue Saturday. 

Approving a motion by 
Bosnian-'Croat leader Mate 
Boban, the assembly said it was 
“ready to accept*' the plan, pro-' 
vided that the republic’s two 
other warring paroes — the 
MnsKm-led Bosnian government 
and Ha Bosnian Sms — also 
approved the draft. 

However, the resolution de- 
manded that parts 'of central Bos- 
nia be ceded by the Bosnian 
government, and that the Croats 
be given a swathe of territory to 
link two proposed Croat areas in 
die northeastern Bosanska Posa- 


vina region. 


- Two of its members, Miio 
Laac, a Croat, and hfirko Pe- 
janovic, a Serb, said earlier that 
the presidency, “acting as a par- 
fa'azhent,*' would meet to take 
.**the- final decision." 

1 ^te Saturday, Bosnian Seib 
l^der Radovan Karadzic warned 
Bosnian lawmakeis against a con- 
dfdbhal acceptance of the Gene- 
va' plan, threatening to withdraw 
alroady offered concessions if 
they did so. 

*Tmposing conditions onthe 
Geneva plan is equivalent to re- 
jecting it,” he told a press confer- 
ence aher his parliament 
accepted the plan by 55 votes in 
favour, 14 against mth three ab- 
stentions. 

“It was agreed in Geneva that 
the concessions we made at the 
last minute provided a solution. If 
they are not considered as a 
solution we withdraw them,” be. 
added, saying the plan was “a last 
chance” for the Muslims. 


The current proposed plan 
would give the Serbs, who 
accounts for 33 per cent of the 
pre-war population according to 
die 1991 census and who now 
controi 70 per cent of Bosnia, 52 
per cent of the territory. 

The MusUms, who made up 48 
{Mr cent of the pre-war popnla- 
tion would get 30 per cent of the 
territory, the Croats who 
accounted for 19 per cent of the 
pre-war population would retdn 
17 per cent of the country. 

Rebel Serbs of Mount Oaan in 
northern Bosnia, plan to snub the 
Geneva peace plan agreed 
their leadership and create their 
own autonomous enclave, a local 
official told AFP Sunday. 

Under the proposed plan divid- 
ing Bosnia-Heizegovina, the re- 
gion would come under Muslim 
jurisdiction. 


"If we cannot be part of the 
Serb repoblic (self-prodahned cm 
70 per cent of Bosnian tenitoiy), 
we 'mQ create an autonomous 
cadave. We vnQ not to be con- 
trolled bw Muslims and are rea^ 
to said TIbomir Gli^ric, 
president of the Ozran regional 
councU. 


Extremists seek to terrorise 


military justice — judge 


CAIRO ( AP) — A military judge 
said Sunday eight ' Muslim ex- 
tremists attacked the car of an 
army general in July in an 
attempt to terrorise die military 
judid^ system which has sent- 
enced 22 militants to death. 

Major General Abdul Moneim 
Nafea was readi^ out the indict- 
ment against ei^t defendants, 
four of whom are at large. It was 
the first official confirmation that 
a military car, whiA escape 
unharmed, was the main aim of 
the July 18 attack. Two gunmen 
and two bystanders were killed in 
the shooting. 

'• -^''niel aim was stopping one of 
die institutions of the state firom 
carrying out its duties,” Gen. 
Nafiu said. The defendants are 
also accused of joining an illegal 
gmp aimed at overthrowing die 
gbv^nn^t, killing two men and 
attempting to kfll ei^t others 
mdiidii^ the three occupants of 
die inilitaiy car. 

Tke car was carrying Maj. 
Gen.' Oaman Shaheen, oommaD- 
der of Cairo's oeni^ military 
area.' But potioe sources at the 
time smd ^ attackers thought it 
bdonged to Maj. Gen. Ahmad 
AMullah, bead of the military 
courts, who usually takes the 
same, route. 

President Hosni Mubarak 
stasis referring the extremists to 
courts last year to ensure 
the^^^y trials of the radicals 
Vbo.^ve been waging a bloody 
namjmg n tO tom E^pt into a 
Mustim theocracy. 

.-Twenty two extremis have 
been sentenced to death by the 
mifitary courts. Fourteen have 
beeo^xecBted and the rest are at 
large.- 

: A1 Gamaa A1 Isianuyah, one of 
the . main extremist groi^ in 
Egypt dahned responsibiKty for 
die ahadc on the military car, 
y^n'g it was to avenge the bang- 
ing of ^ radicals the day before. 

' Tiiie four defendants on trial in 
the "Red Mountain military bfi- 
racks courthouse north of Cairo 
denied the cfaaiges during Sun- 
day’s three-hour session and the 
couii was recessed until Sept 7. 

The- f^gn press have bran' 
banned from attending this trial. 
Jpwaiists woridng ftv Egyptian 
newspapers are allowed to 
attend. 

Other military trials have been 
open to the press. 

in a related development, 
miii tsTy souTce Said diat a second 
totch of 65 defendants belonging 
to the Vangoards of Conquest 
extremist group go on trial next 
S^urday. More than 7(X) mem- 
bers of tte group are involved in 


the case, and the military pro- 
secution has divided the mutants 
into groups according to arrest 
locations. 


Police arrest 115 


Police have arrested US Mus- 
lim militant suspects in Upper 
Egypt in a massive aackdown 
over die two days, security 
sources said Sunday. 

They said all were rounded up 
in the tourist resort of Aswan, 
690 kilometres sooth of Cairo. 

A security official in Cairo 
the sweq> was part of a national 
operation against militants laun- 
ched after an attempt to assassin- 
ate Interior Roister Hassan A1 
Alfi on Aug. 18. 

The militant group AI Jihad 
(holy struggle), seeing to over- 
throw the Egyptian government 
and set up a strict Istemic state, 
said it carried ont the bomb 
attack on Gen. Al Alfi, in wfaidi 
six pc^le were killed and 14, 
induding him, were injured. 

Aswan, a mun tourist attrac- 
tion for its pharaonic remains, 
was a tranq^ resort until last 
March, whoi police raided a mili- 
tant mosque and shot dead nine 
people in retaliation for die miU- 
tants killing a policeman who 
guarded a church. 

Several bombs have since ex- 
ploded in the town. 

The security official said simi- 
lar arrests would be carried out 
across Egypt to curb militant 
activity. 


Thoasands stone police Station 


Thousands of protesters in 
western Egypt attacked a police 
station with stones on Sunday 
after an officer beat and seriously 
injured two brothers. 

Residents of Siwa oasis, near 
the border with Libya, were 
angered that high school teacher 
Mohammad Abu Bakr was 
beaten up 1^ the local police 
diief. Major Sami Anwar, a 
row over a driver’s licence. 

The teacher’s broto came to 
the rescue but was also beaten. 

^ The protesters attacked die sta- 
tion With stones until police rein- 
forcements were sent in ftom 
Marsa Matroh, 300 kiiometres 
away, to restore order, a corres- 
pondent at the scene said. 

Human rights groups have 
often accused Egyptian police of 
brutality, leaifing Interior Minis - 
ter Alfi to announce on takfeg 
office in April that any polittman 
committing such abuses would be 
punished. 



NOMINATION: Leader of the Pakistan Fbople’s 
Puiy (raP) Benazir Bhutto ^Igltt) dnts with a 
dvfl Judge of ^fa*»*** scBsion court in La r k an a. 


Mrs. Bhutto has submitted her wuninatkMi papers 
before a civil Judge for die fiwthooniii^ electhm 
the nytimiai assembly (AFP photo) 


Rebels launch counter-assault 


against Khartoum’s forces 


KERWA, Sudan (AFP) — The 
rebel Sudanese Pc^le’s Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) has laimdted 
a counter-offensive against 
Sudanese government forces and 
has haft^ their southern adv^ 
anoe, rebel sources announced 
hm Sunday. 

Hie SPLA claim that an adv- 
ance by government forces to- 
wards rebel positions in the now- 
deserted town of Kaya had been 
halted has been confinned by 
relief agencies helping refugees 
fleeing the fitting. 

“We have not heard of any 
fighting in the past 10 or so days,” 
Jasmin Krischer, a doctor in die 
Dutch branch of Mededns sans 
Frontieres (Doctors Without 
Borders) said. 

Refugees fleeing the fighting 
also said that for one week now, 
the Sudanese air force's high- 
fiying Antonov bomber planes 
bad stopped aerial raids on rebel 
positions near the Sudan-Uganda 
border. 

About 60,000 refogees have 
crossed into nortbern Ugandan 
district of Koboko. while 47,000 
more arc displaced inside Sudan 
around the border. 

Unconfirmed reports said that 
the population was herded into 
this remote village which lies 
about 160 kilometres from the 
reponal capital Juba by a contin- 
gent of SPLA fighters that in- 
smiaed die population not to 
seek refuge in Uganda. 

Rebel sources told AFP that 
John Garang’s faction of the 
SPLA had resisted the capture of 
Kaya with a heavy deplojment of 
troops there, and an offidal of 
one of the aid agencies said rebel 
forces were now advancing to- 
wards Morobo, a village 55 
kilometres north of Kaya cap- 
tured by government forces three 
weeks ago. 

The 47,000 displaced inside 
Sudan have not sou^t refuge in 
Uganda, despite paBietic omidi- 


tions they live in. Virtually the 
whole population lives under 
trees in the plush tropical vegeta- 
tion. 

Hundreds of men would be 
seen constructing huts, wfaidi are 
badly needed at diis time when 
rains fell almost everyday. 

.“Only God knows how we 
manage to keep alive. It rains on 
us every day,” 60-year-oId Kosi- 
ma Obior, whose 12-year-old 
daughter lay under a tree suffer- 
ing from malaria, told AFP. 

Asked why be did not wish to 
seek refuge across in Uganda, he 
said: “We have been told to stay 
here,” refusing to answer any 
more questions. 

An official of the John 
Garang's SPLA hnmaoitarian 
wing, Sudan Relief and Rehabi- 
litation Agenqr (SRRA), Phillip 
Choi, denied that the popnlation 
was being kept against its will by 
the SPLA. 

‘*You can see there are no 
SPLA fighters holding anyone 
hostage here,” be told AFP in 
reaction to earlier reports that 
heavily armed SPLA forces were 
holding hostage thousands of dis- 
placed people by using them as a 
human shield against bombard- 
ment of Sudanese government 
forces. 

But relief agencies and U.N. 
officials said ^ey believed dbe 
SPLA leadership had refused to 
allow the population to cross into 
Uganda. 

“Take it from me that the 
pof^ation has been direedy or 
indireedy refused to cross into 
Uganda by the SPLA,” an offidal 
told AFP. 

The SRRA offidal maintained 
that the population bad lived 
together in three camps east of 
the Nile and considered them- 
selves as one family. 

“We consider ourselves as one 
femily. To move or not to move 
can only be a ccrilective decision,'’ 
he said, eiqilainnig that the ex- 


perience they had in Ednopia bad 
tai^t them not to be keen about 
sgginng refrige outside Sudan. 

Thoasands of Sudanese re- 
fugees feced hostility when Men- 
gistu Haile Mariam's redme col- 
l^ed in neidibouring Ethiopia. 

Mlief offidals pomted out, 
bovver, that Dinka'people could 
be reluctant to join other tribes, 
notably die Kokus, now in re- 
fugee camps in Koboko, 54 
kilometres northeast of the re- 
gional capital Aiua, becanse of 
ethnic animosi^ between the two 
tribes. 


SiMDc refrigees in Koboko told 
AFP that the Colonel Garang’s 
Dinkas had looted their property 
in Kaya and had also raped their 
wromen, a daim since confirmed 
by relief officials who have said 
±at SPLA's Dinka-dominated 
troops bad comndned atrocities 
in areas around Kaya. 

The U.N. ICgb Commisrion 
for Refuge^ (UNHCR) and rep 
Uef agencies are worried that 
thousands of the enlaced people 
in Kerwa conid die from efisease 
bacaose of the overcrowding and 
shortage of food and medical 
ser\ices. 


“We cannot assist you unless 
you cross into Uganda and de- 
clare v-oursclves refugees," frus- 
trated UNHCR Representative 
in U^da Ahmad Farah told a 
crowd of the displaced popnlation 
that had gathered at Kerwa 
school, where classes are normal- 
ly conducted under mango trees. 

Earlier reports that the 47,(XX) 
people! wrere inside Ugandan 
territory have been dismi^ed by 
Uganda’s Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Srunda Kivejm- 

ja- 

In a statement released this 
weekend, Mr. Kivejinja said that 
displaced popniation was in 
Sudanese territory and also de- 
nied that Sudanese fighter planes 
had bombed Ugandan territory. 


Hariri 


reports 
Egyptian 
aid pledge 


ALEXANDRIA, Egypt (Ageo- 
des) — Egypt has pledged to 
increase its contribution to an 
Arab aid paekage to help rebnfld 
South Lebanon, Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri said here 
Sunday before leaving for Moroc- 
co. 

He told refwrteTs after a meet- 
ing with President Hosm' Mnbar- 
ak that “Egypt has premdsed to 
increase its quota, set at $10 
minion." 


The foreign ministeis of the 
21-memlter Arab League decided 
in Damascus on July 31 to pro- 
vide $500 mOlion in emergepey 
aid to rdmild thousands of build- 
ings destroyed or damaged in the 
weeklong fetaeli bombaidnient of 
South Lraanon at the end of July, 
and to equip the army which has 
deployed in the south. 

Mr. Hariri arrived Sunday in 
Egypt on the first leg of a new 
Tour which include stops in 
Tunisia and Algeria in search of 
Arab finandal lidp. 

He is being accompanied by 
Arab Lea^e Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Afeguid had 
also joined him on a visit this 
month to Syria, Bahrain, Qatar 
and Oman. 


lAF to contest polls in ‘full force’ 


(Contimied Ckrom 1) 


On Aug. 22, offidals travelling 
with Mr. Hariri said six Golf 
Arab states wrould give Lebanon 
S400 million, a sum aoconnting 
for an but $100 million that the 
Arab League promised last 
month. 

The offidals had said the 
maining $100 million in aid would 
be provided by odier Arab coun- 
tries, indnding E^ypt and 
with each disbursing $10 million. 

Arab resolutions to provide aid 
are notoriously hard to him into 
cash. 


also argues the dianges were 
limited and would eventually 
harm “national unity.” 

Dr. Faihan said the lAF would 
cany the “legal battle” for elec- 
toral reforms to die 12th Parlia- 
ment through its elected deputies 
who would lobby for dmding 
Jordan into a number of consti- 
tnendes equal to the number of 
seats in the Lower House, lower- 
ing the voting age from 19 to 18 
and “gjving political parties a 
lar;^ role in the electoral pro- 
cess.” 

Jordan is correndy divided into 
20 voting districts drawn in 
accordance with adntinistrative 
local government divisions. Se^ 
raiding from two to nine are 
assi^iM for each govemorate or 
district. 

Dr. Farhan warned that the 
lAFs decision not to boycott the 
elections is not final. He said the 
front wonld poll out of the elec- 
tions if the government tampers 
with the electoral process. 

The EAPs reaction to the on- 
flateral government dianges of 
the election law was severely 
criticised by other opponents of 
electoral Ganges who diai;^ 
the “Islamist never represented 
true opposition.” 

In commentn^ npion repoils 
that Islamists bad strode a deal 
with the government in order not 
to boycott the elections, Dr. 
Akaileh said: “The government 
wonld not have dian^ the elec- 
tion law if it bad signra deals with 
the (lAF)." 

The lAF last week dedded 
against boycotting the elections 
timing a meeting of hs “shura” 
conn^, the highest decision- 
making aothoriQr of the lAF. The 
l^member coondl voted 85 to 
16 for taking part in the elections. 
Nineteen members did not attend 
the meeting. 

The coondl, in a statement it 
issued after its meeting Thursday 
night, said it took the detision 
because “the pontive results of 
contesting the elections outweigh 
fee negative ones and to gaurd 


against the grave dangers feat a 
dedaOD to boycott fee elections 
would pose for fee higher interest 
of fee states and tte foture of 
blamic political work in Jordan 
and the Muslim and Arab 
World.” 

The lAF leaders stressed they 
wili continue to seek the estate 
lishment. of an Islamic state 
through gradual reform and non- 
violent means. 

“We seek power in order to 
establish reform. We seek major- 
ity in ParKament and we ^ feat 
tlmu^ constitutional means so 
feat we initiate the process of 
reform,” said Dr. Akaileh. 

Dr. Fariian urged fee govern- 
ment to “rise to fee level feat 
King Hussein wants it to reach” 
and warned that the lAF will 
watch it for any practices “that 
might fevonr one party over fee 
other." 

Dr. Farhan, also a former 
minister of education, said the 
front wonld “soon” announce fee 
names of its candidates for fee 
oomii^ Parliament and feat it 
would “take the necessary ac- 
tion” against aiw members who 
Choose to run for Am elections 
independently. 

Touching on other ' regional 
issues. Dr. Fariian blained the 
violence in Egypt and Al^a on 
fee failure of fee regimes in Cairo 
and Algiers to communicate wife 
their peoples. He said dialogue 
provides fee best means for en- 
ding the Science in th^ coun- 
tries. 

Dr. Farhan reiterated his par- 
ty's call for lifting fee sanctions 
against Iraq, saying Baghdad 
would “win fee battle the West is 
launching agmnst it by resorting 
to Islam, national recondfiation 
and fee initiation of sbora and 
democratic reforms.” 

"The solution lies inside Iraq," be 
said. 

Dr. Farhan also called for temiinat- 
ing the peace process with Israel and 
expressed oppositioa to proposals for 
confederation between Jordan and a 
Palestinian entity as well as the Gaza- 
Jeridio on the grounds that 

both pn^xisals aim at preventing the 
creabon of a Palestiniao state. 


Iraqi team heads for 
U.N. talks after delay 


AMMAN (Agendes) — An Iraqi 
delegation left Sunday for talks at 
fee U.N. headquartets in New 
York after fee U.S. government, 
offered to give them security 
escorts, an Iraqi embassy spokes- 
man said. 

The Iraqis balked at fee trip on 
Saturday when fee Iraqi govern- 
ment diarged rhat the Americaiis 
had “abandoned feeir responsitn- 
lities to provide protection." 

The dele^tion, winch is to 
Iraqi weapons control and 
U.N. saacoous imposed after haq^ 
1990 invasioa of Kuwait, is led to 
General Amir Rashid, head of 
Iraq's NCIitaiy Indnstiiatisation 
Ai^ority. 

At midday Sunday, Gen. 
Rashid's team boarded a Royal 
Jordanian airiines flight' bonnd 
for New York, Iraqi embassy 
spokesman Adel Ibnuiim said. 

- “The problems that delayed 
the team's departure yesterday 
(Saturday) have now been re- 
moved,” Mr. Ibrahim said. 

He said U.S. authorities 
“agre^ to provide the team wife 
security escorts as is customary 
for all offidal dei^ates visiting 
the U.S.” 

Hiere was no immediate U.S. 
confirmatimi of Mr. Ibrahim’s 
account. 

The offidal Iram News Agen^ 
(INA) said U.N.- Secretary 


General Boutros Gbaii inter- 
vened for, the United States to 

ensure fee delegation’s s^ty 

before it left New Yort. 

The New Yoik talks set to 
begin Tuesday will fopis on un- 
Diementatioo of U.N. SeciOTty 
Council Resolution 715 calling 
for long-term monitonng or 
Iraq’s weapons programmes. 

The fofiow a crias in Jnly 
over arms monitonng that was 
when Ba^idad agrew to 
fee instdlafion of surveillMoe 
/-atnMs w at two tnissfle test 
which have stayed off pe n di n g the 
New York meeting. 

The talks wife the United Na- 
tions are part of an accord struck 
last month doling a visit to B^h- 
dad by Rolf Ekeus, bead of fee 
U.N. commission scrapping 
Iraq's wessons of mass destnic- 
tiOD. 

Iraq is a compreben- 

ave anderstanding with fee U.N. 
Security Coimdi on demolishing 

its weapons of mass destniction in 

return for fee lifting aS sweejrii^ 
trade imposed aftto it 

invaded Kuwait in August 1990. 
fri a statement issuM by its 


^enna embassy, Iraq it 

B tecnnicti Bsoes bnked to 


wanted to disciis 

completing the removal of 
those weapons at the New York' 
talks. 


PLO, Israel on v erge of deal 


(Omtiwied ttom 1) 


Mr. Arafat said that fee strug- 
gle for Palestinian rights was on 
fee verge of a “major historical 
torning point.” 

Spemdng to journalists after a 
meeting with Tunisian President 
Zrne Al Atndine Ben AIL the 
FLO chairman described as 
“postive” and '‘satisfyingf* tiie 
thTM-day meeting between PLO 
leaders and the Exeentive Com- 
nottee. 


Mr. Arafat said he had briefed 
Mr. Ben Aii on fee peace nego- 
tiations and international con- 
tracts. and on the FLO's position 
on a proposed dedaration of 
principle linked to Gaza- 
Jeridio option. 

Mr. Bra Ali had also been 
informed of fee PLO's cuneixc 
financial cHsts and “fee suffocat- 


ing impact of fee crisis and fee 
fi^ncial blockade imposed on 
the Palestinian people and its 
leadership,” 3Sfr. Arafat added. 

Palestinian groups opposed to 
peace talks c^led for a general 
strike to (xiindde wife what they 
labelled a “surrender session" eff 
fee talks doe to start on Tuesday. 

The ten organisations, includ- 
ing two of fee three main factions 
of^ PLO and Hamas, called for 
fee strike to take place in fee 
occupied territories Tuesday to 
prot^t fee “betrayal” of fee 
Palestinian people by hfr. Arafat. 

According to accounts from 
varions officials, tiw autonomy 
plan would mean feat: 

— fri Gaza and Jericho, the 
Israeli army wonld withdraw 
from population centres to secur- 
ity locations. 

— Palestinians wouid be ^ven 
frin control over th^ interoal 
affairs. 


— Israel would maintain con- 
trol over entry prants to the 
autonomous areas, ind uding tbe 
bridge linking Jordan with die 
West Bank. 

— Israel would alsn remain in 
diaige of Jewish settlements. 

— N^otiatiocs on problean^c 
issues, such as the status of Jeru- 
salem, would be postponed until 
talks on fee final status of fee 
occiipeid lands are to bc ffg — 
within two to three years. 

No dianges on 'die ground are 
expected for months. 

Israel Radio said feat in ex- 


dia^ for a possible Israeli rec- 
ognition of fee PLO would re- 
nounce “terrorism” and delete 
references in hs charter winch 
Israel interprets as mpp or ii n g the 
Jewish state's destroction. 

Suleiman Najjab, a member of 
the Pl^’s Exe^tive Cbminittee, 
said in a telejfeone interview 
from Tunis tiiat fee Palestimans 
already recognised Israel’s 
r^bt to exist and renounced ‘‘ter- 
ror” in the initiatives in 1988 
preceded its dialogue wife fee 
U.S. that was later sa^)ended 
after a FLO taction staged an 
aborted raid on brael. 

“Qiainnan Arafet bu already 
said the charter was archaic,” Mr. 
Najjab said. 

Id Jericho and Gaza, PLO 
actii^ were said to be house- 
hunting for Mr. Arafat and bis 
lieutenants. 

On its foce fee agreement 
appears to be fee easiest step tito 
two sides could take. Most 
Israelis want to be rid of OaM, 
and few of the 120,(X)0 Jewish 
settlers in fee West Bank are near 
fee sleepy Jericho oasis. Hamas, 
tile PLO’s Islamic oj^iosition, has 
littie power there. 

But even wife this fimited step, 
major issues remain to be worked 
out includiite the extent of ImeH 
troop withdrawal from fee two 
re^ons and coonfinating interoal 
security. 

Not least of the proUems is fee 
question of interpretation. 
Palestinian ofiidab see fee plan 


as sometlung of a mim-state feat 
win eventually be esqianded to 
inoorporate all occujn^ territor- 
ies. 

Israelb describe it as a five- 
year run tiiat will test vriiether 
Palestinians can run their own 
affairs and jnevent attacks on 
Isra^ 

The oppoation Likud Party 
called for a spedai sesdon of the 
pariiament Monday despte tiie 
summer recess for a no confi- 
dence vote, a fireqoent protest 
tactic. 

Leading rablns among the Jew- 
ish settlers in fee occupied terri- 
tories said in a statement feat the 
autonomy ^reement was “fai£^ 
treason" and warned feat settl^ 
mij^t use violence to thwart it. 

fri a telephone interview from 
tbe border strip of Lebanon 
vifeere he has been banished since 
last month, the spokesman for 
Hamas called the agreement 
dangerous matter that will des- 
troy l^estiniaD rights. 

“This agreement wfl] not pre- 
vent fee Xslaimc generations now 
or m fee frmiTe ^ting to restore 
their ri^ts in Ha^ Acre, Lyd- 
da, Jaffa and JenBatem,” he said. 

• U.S. President Bill CUnton said 
' Sunday he was bopefriJ dxmt fee 
life round oi Nfideast peace 
talks. 

*Tm hopeful,” Mr. Ginton 
said as he left a church service 
Sunday. 

Mr. CUnton added, “we've 
been working at it (negotiations) 
steadily for some time now." 

Coomenting on Frida/s meet- 
ing between hfrr. Christopher and 
Mr. Peres, bfr. CUnton sl^, “Pm 
obviously glad the meeting occur- 
red but we’ve still got a lone way 
to go.” 

“Their discussion previewed 
ideas feat wfll be developed next 
week when the hfiddle East taiifg 
resume in Washington,” State 
Department spokesman Michael 
Md2urry said. 

Norway’s Foreign Minister 
Johan Joeigen Holst said Sraday 
feat be attended the secret talks 
believe Mr. Peres and Mr. Christ- 
opher. 

Mr. Holst disappeared from 
Norway on Thur^y, a week 
after an official visit ^ Mr. Peres 
to Norway. The foreign ministry 
had refused to say where he had 
gone. 

“Holst took part in fee meeting 
wife Mr. Qiristo|feer and Mr. 
Peres in Califotnia," Norwegian 
foreign ministry ^mkesman Ing- 
vard Havnen said. “Holst has 
played an active role in the peace 
process.” 

Israel, fee United States and 
Norway were the only countries 
repr ere nted at fee tallte near ^ 
Frandsco on Friday, fee ministr y 
said* 

fri an interview with Norway's 
Nra n^ agency, Mr. Holst 
oeefaned to give any details of 
what was discussed at the CbUfor- 
^ attended. 
“Out of r^ard to the partners I 
cannot oonunent,” he said 
In Washington, U.S. officials 
gave no details of fee four-hour 
meeting on Friday. 

hon to tte peace talk with j„. 

^buistein, s considerine res- 
^ ‘:C^-Jeri^to 
Mr “id. 

who is also fee 
toeb cabinet secretary h^ 
b«n kept in tbe dark about fee 
a^ment, fee radio said 

Rubinstein 
<l^on after 

tenor Of the oS 

Rubinstein was annoint^H 
Yitahak Sh^ and 


first’ 


90-year-oid takes 
leap into the 
unknown 


CHATTANOOGA, 

(AFP) — NInety-year-oId Pmter 
Harvey proved you can teafe an . 
old dog new tricks — by makii^ 
his first ever bungee ju^,m 
front of 35 members of his fami^ 
Mr. Harvey, who plungrf _6(} 
metres attached to the end or a 
long piece of elastic, said fee leap 
was tbe second mort 
thing that had ever happe ned. 
The first was when his to 
agreed to marry him. Spe a^g 
after returning safely to t erra 
firm'a, he seemed philosoimiOT 
about his chances of repeating the. 
feat. “Fd do it again, but not 
today," he said. 


British transplant 
girl may need 


new organs 


PITTSBURGH, Pcnn^-lvaM 
(R) — A five-year-old British ^ 
\riiose life was saved by a trus- 
plant of her liver and small faae^ 
tine last year may need another 
operation involving several 
organs, doctors said. A spokes- 
woman for children's hospital ^of 
Pittfeurgb, where Laura Davies 
reedved fee two organs on June 
10, 1992. said Laura’s doctors 
were concerned about a pecris- 
tent weakness of the small intes- 
tine. The girl has been placed on 
fee hospital's waiting list for a 
mnlti-visoeral organ transirimit,-. 
which could involve any or ail of a 
series of organs including the 
Uver, small intestine, large intes- 
tine, stomadi, kidney and pan- 
creas. The spokeweman said doc- 
tors planned to attempt the multi- 
visceral transplant only if 'drug 
treatment of her small intettiae 
did not prove effective after a 
week. X-aura has lived outside tiie 
bospatal for several months smqe 
her suigeiy, retuniing for a femt 
time to her home near Mandies- 
ter. But she was re^linitted to tbe 
Pfttsfaur^ hospital with dehydra- 
tion prcSlems on July 12 and was 
then sent to tbe intensive care 
unit. 


‘Diana wants 
to groom William 
for the throne* 


LONDON (R) — Princess Diana 
does not want a quick divorce 
from her husband Prince Charles 
because she wants to groom their 
son for fee throne, a Sunday 
newspapCT reported. Just weels 
after a rival newspaper reported 
feat she was seeking an early 
divorce from her estranged .hns- 
band, the Sunday Express quoted 
a “senior adviser to the rc^'al 
household” as saying she did not 
want to lose her influence within 
fee rojrai family. It said 'she 
feared being firozen out of fee 
process of grooming her eldest 
son. Prince William, for the 
throne if she left the royal famil y. 
Prince Vfilliam is next in line for 
the throne after bis fether. Prin- 
cess Diana's lawyers took fee 
unusual step earh’er this month of 
denying a report in fee On 
Sunday feat said she was planning 
to file for divorce within months. 
The 32-year-old princess and her 
44-year-old husband formally 
separated last year. 


Driver ordered to 
carry photos of 
boy he ran over 


OMAHA, Nebraska (AIT) — A 
Nebraska man who ran over a 
wife his^ pickup trade was 
ordered by a judge to carry photo- 
graphs of the young inctim for the 
next five years, "fte driver, 47- 
year-old Terrance Hughes, must 
«rry photographs of Nathan 
14, whom he killed wiule 
dnvii^ drunk in January in 
Spragfield. Nebraska, the judge 
smd. Hughes was ordered to. car- 
ry tfeee pictures: The last phbtfr 
graph taken of fee boy alive :aod 
tw taken after his death. The 
boy s father applauded the- 
punishment. ‘To have Nate’s piC; 
fore with him every minute for 
Sye yeare — that's ^most worse 
toan sitting in jail,” said Raidy 
Ness. Mr. Hughes was also sent-' 
^.204 days in jail and to 
with students about fee 
accident. 


Ramos llEens 
Filipinos to 
quarreling crabs 


^ — President Fid. 
Ranros S^day compared Filip 
®^^®*awing at each otiE 
® bamboo trai 
on National Hero! 
Wr. Ramos rebuked h 

fa feeir tun 

«n political sqnabblings instead < 

^8 fo solve the coS^ 
economic problems. "Timcst 

and civil order, we^ 
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